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MOBY 
; 18 

; This highly anticipated release features quest 
appearances from Angie Stone & Sinead 
O'Connor. 18" finds Moby back to where "Play 
left off, and features the hit single & cameo- 
laden video "We Are All Made of Stars 
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Cool new alt-rock from 
Calgary. Me cover! 
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What colour is 
your parachute? 


| honestly believe the issue Jennifer 
Bauduy made into an issue in your 
May 2 Media Jungle column [“Para- 
chute journalism,” which dealt with 
journalists putting the safety of their 
sources at risk while reporting on 
volatile situations in foreign countries] 
isn’t really an issue at all. 

Let’s pretend just for a moment that 
foreign journalists don’t actually exist. 
Think of all the information that could 
potentially save millions of lives that 
would never get out because local media 
might not be allowed to publish it. 

Ask yourself honestly—if you were in 
a hostile situation and you had informa- 
tion that could potentially bring about 
some good, would you even think twice 
before making sure that information got 
out? If someone doesn't do it, who will? 

Without the freedom of the press, 


courses that can help you: 


Project Management 

for New Media - “Online 
Starts: May 30 

Fee: $ 325 


management savvy. 


Is your worklife becoming a 
balancing act? ° 


We offer professional development 


This online course is intended for 
multimedia designers and producers 
who are looking to increase their 


To register call 492-3116 


Y Tu Mama 
También ¢ 42 


‘ ALSO: 
The Breeders 

spawn a 
brand-new 

album ¢ 35 


PLUS: 


Eco-activists Trevor King 


and Edward Abbey « 6, 10 | 


what freedom does the world have? 

Before going to the press, most 
people probably already know they 
could be in for some personal trouble. 
The Afghan man in Bauduy’s story 
escaped his country, but what about 
his family and their friends? Have they 
had troubles because of his actions? 
How many would tell you his sacrifice 
wasn’t worthwhile? | would guess very 
few. —JENNIFER Barrett, EDMONTON 


Seeing stars 


| have a bet with my friend's fiancé that 
I'm hoping you can settle. He thinks that 
the items in the “Asterisk” column are 
true, but I’m positive that they're com- 
pletely made up. We have this argument 
every week and it’s getting ridiculous— 
we're shouting at each other now and | 
think there might be violence unless we 
can get a definitive answer from the 
source. (It doesn’t help the situation, 


4 


\% 


oe 


ss 


16 Mode Sensory Gear 
18 = The Dark Clue 


19 Dish Weekly 
20 =~ Planet Organic Market 
24 = Fabio’s 


Satanic Surfers 
Classical Notes 
Music Notes 
Music Weekly 
The Breeders 
Wrekdefy 

BPM 
Blackalicious 


SSSaRSss 


either, that my friend says she doesn’t 
want to take sides in the argument and 
just goes into the other room whenever 
we start debating the subject.) 

So, anyway, we've decided to make 
a bet, and the loser has to take all three 
of us out for an expensive dinner. Myself, 
| absolutely refuse to believe, for 
instance, that Alex Trebek once recorded 
an album of Latinized versions of Cream 
songs, so I’m feeling pretty cocky. But 
tell me for once and for all, who's paying 
for dinner? Is the Asterisk real or fake? — 
Catny RICHARDSON, EDMONTON 


First of all, let me tell you that | custom- 
arily receive a 20 per cent commission 
on all wagers revolving around Vue 
Weekly. | think the least | can expect 
from the three of you is a dinner invita- 
tion. (Personally, | like seafood.) 

Second, much as | hate to destroy 
the powerful mystique that surrounds 
the weekly Asterisk column, it is com- 
pletely fake—and your friend’s fiancé 
would have realized that if he had sim- 
ply, you know, followed the asterisks and 
read the note at the bottom of each col- 
umn that reads “They have the ring of 
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Hey Eddiel 


Alex Trebek: spicy Latin songster, or 
it-all? 


pasty-white Canadian know 


truth to them, but that’s it!” 

You win. Try not to gloat too muct 
over the dinner table; if you start chok 
ing, no one will Heimlich you. —Ed 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader respons: 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5) 117) 
by fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 

(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is give 

to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edil 
letters for length and clarity. Pleos« 
include a daytime telephone number. 
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An eco-activist 
shares a few log 
entries from a recent 
anti-clearcutting 
mission 

By TREVOR KING 


s we pulled into Prince 
George, my back and neck 
twisted and contorted from 


12 hours of Greyhound comfort, I 
was happy to see that people still 
scrawl SLAYER onto bus seats with 
heavy black markers. Now that the 
sun was up, I glimpsed the usual 
roadside clearcuts. My spirits were 
still high, though, because this trip 
was different than most of my bus 
rides. On this trip from Edmonton 
to the coast, I’d finally be doing 
something about clearcuts. For the 
next two weeks I'd be joining the 
Forest Action Network (FAN) on 
their ongoing campaign to remove 
the flagging tape from trees marked 
for doom in projected cut-blocks. 

In 1996 FAN purchased a 37-foot 
1963 fishing trawler named Starlet 
to help them prevent clearcutting 
along the central B.C. coast around 
Bella Coola, where one of their 
offices is located. Starlet has been 
sailing up and down the shores of 
the Great Bear Rainforest ever since, 
allowing different crews of volun- 
teers to carry out a variety of efforts 
to halt unsustainable logging opera- 
tions. FAN has been a strong force 
in protecting many areas from dev- 
astation. One of their achievements 
includes successfully pressuring 
Home Depot to promise to take old- 
growth wood off their shelves, using 
tactics like international days of 
action, Internet campaigns, lock- 
downs, banner hangs and—a per- 
sonal favourite—commandeering 
in-store intercoms. 

FAN’s focus this year is exposing 
the lack of enforcement of the B.C. 
government's one-year-old moratori- 
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iaicemere)| 


COLLEGE | 


A Carrgus of Gramt Macbwan Cotiegs 
For information call 


423-6200 


um on logging in pristine areas of 
the Great Bear Rainforest (see 
www.fanweb.org for background). In 
areas that have no reason to be 
flagged for cutting, FAN is working to 
take down the flags that are used to 
mark the boundaries of intended cut- 
blocks. The goal is to remove the “lit- 
ter” and set back efforts to clearcut. 


garbage truck and boardwalks instead 
of roads—to seek support for our 
actions from the community. It’s 
important for FAN to build relations 
of solidarity and to recognize the 
autonomy and wishes of the First 
Nations. The Nuxalk and Heiltsuk 
Nations have good ties with FAN, but 
relations with the Gitga’at are still 


Trevor King 


For Hartley Bay. deflagging may be a clearcut solution to logging 


In the end this leaves FAN with bags 
and bags of fluorescent ribbon. One 
suggested use for this ribbon is to 
flag the yards of certain CEOs and so- 
called environment ministers. 


Hartley working 


I spent 11 days with three others on 
the Starlet. Also on board were Texas 
Joe the skipper, Monica from FAN 
Victoria and Greg 

from FAN Bella 

Coola. We started 

our journey north 

at a mighty seven knots (12 km/h) 
toward Princess Royal Island with 
hopes of liberating an area of its flag- 
ging. The island belongs to the Git- 
ga’at Nation, so we stopped into a 
Gitga’at reserve called Hartley Bay—a 
tiny town of 200 with a shed for 
their fire department, an ATV for a 


k from a good job 
€ or university? A high sch 


pretty fresh. So we spent a few days 
in and around Hartley Bay building 
trust and friendship by drinking tea, 
making small-talk about hockey and 
our boat and eventually drafting a 
written agreement, 

Such negotiations take time and 
are still being developed, so we 
headed south to Bella Bella, located 
in Heiltsuk territory. We had de-flag- 
ging to do. After getting the 

necessary maps, 
consultation and 
support, we head- 
ed up Spiller 
Channel to an area around Ingram 
Lake. We spent four days there bush- 
whacking intense and lovely terrain, 
trying to remove as many flags as 
possible. All four of us carried pepper 
spray in case of encounters with 
bears. It would be my first time on 
the giving end and it felt pretty 


Alberta College has your 
solution. For almost 100 
years Alberta College 
has offered High School 
Academic Upgrading in 
a safe and inviting 
college environment, 
right in the heart of 
downtown Edmonton. 


Alberta College offers 
courses in the daytime, 
evenings and in the 
summer. You may be 
eligible for funding. Start 
in July or September. 
Get the diploma you 
need to succeed. 


Find out more about 
High School Academic 
Upgrading at Alberta 
College. 


Before I left, my friend Yoay 
cautioned me about what to do ;; | 
ran into a logger in the woods He 
said that, unlike bear encounte, 
it’s okay to run and probably not . 
great idea to scream. He said What 
works for him is dropping to jj 
knees with both hands Breepec ad 
above his head like Captain j, 
prepping for the old double-fiste, 
karate chop and making Joy, 
chewing nolses. He said logge, 
might sniff, poke around and grij)); 
for a while but will usually wande, 
off muttering. 


Nature boy 


I didn’t get to test Yoav's adyi 
because there weren’t any logge; 
anywhere near this area—just t}\0) 
survey tape. In fact, I don’t thi 
I've ever been so far away froin 
everyone else in the world. It was 
really something to bask in the deat 
ening quiet of the birds and bal 
bling brooks. What a thrill it wa 
take a big whiff of air without 
hundred toxins entering my lui 
The trip was quite a nature getaw 
We had dolphins playing in o 
bow wake, seals poking heads uy 
watch us with curiosity 24/7, eagles 
deer and even wolves tracking 
snowshoe prints. FAN could ma! 
some extra cash giving eco-tours i 
they weren't so swamped trying t 
save nature from non-existence 

Over the course of our short tri; 
we collected three huge garbage bax 
full of flagging tape from future lo 
ging roads and cut-blocks. | wa 
happy that this meant three fewe 
bags in the forest. At the end of ou 
trip, before Texas Joe headed south t 
pick up five more volunteers and to 
research the fish farming issue, | 
asked him about his post-action | 
thoughts. He stressed the importanc 
of building coalitions between com- 
munities and the symbolism of de 
flagging. But most memorable wer: 
his sentiments on direct action and 
even property damage when all ot 
channels are exhausted. If th 
almighty dollar is the priority of 
multinationals worried about quar- 
terly gains and endless growth, at the 
same time that our government “rep 
resentatives” are not representing 
anyone except big business whil< 
ignoring petitions and letter writing, 
then, Joe felt, the next best course 0! 
action is to target the money at the 
root of it all, the belly of the beast. 

He then made a reference to the 
ski resort that was being built in Vail, 
Colorado in 1998 despite huge pub- 
lic resistance. After all other means of 
protest failed, after token publi 
forums took place and were ignored 
and the construction went ahead 
regardless, the Earth Liberation Front 
(www.earthliberationfront.com) 
torched the place, leaving a $12 mil- 
lion message for those who ignore 
the masses: “If you build it, we'll 
burn it.” (See abenews.go.com/se™ 
tions/us/DailyNews/eco_activists.h' 
ml for the full story.) 


i SEE PAGE 8 


-° DRUGS 
Stiffness in the joints? 


Talk about getting burned on a bad 
dope deal. Federal health minister Anne 
McLellan revealed last week that Cana- 
da’s first government-sanctioned pot- 
growing operation spent $6 million to 
grow a bunch of bad weed, much to 
the chagrin of the more experienced 
pot growers in British Columbia. 

Operating in an abandoned mine 
in Flin Flon, Manitoba, Prairie Plant 
Systems, a fruit tree grower who won 
the tender to be our government's 
supplier of medicinal marijuana, pro- 
duced 185 varieties of pot, each with 
different potencies—not a good thing 
when the potency of your crop needs 
to be reliable and consistent. Imagine 
if you're given a prescription of mari- 
juana for cancer pain management; 
one week, your supply is fine and the 
next you can barely generate a buzz. 

This development comes as no sur- 
prise to B.C. growers, who warned the 
government that something like this 
could happen. The problem is the gov- 
emment’s policy of using a mixed bag 
of seeds captured in police busts. Even 
though B.C. seed suppliers were willing 
to offer their strains and expertise to the 
»peration, the government forbids the 
growing of medicinal marijuana using 
illegally obtained seeds. 

A Health Canada spokesman said 
they expected their first batch to be 
useless and would use the experience 
to narrow down seed selection to pro- 
duce high-quality pot. Meanwhile, 
people who actually need pot for med- 
ical reasons must risk criminal charges 
by relying on “illegal” sources. If this 
weren't a textbook example of mis- 
guided government policy-making, 
you'd think that someone must have 
been smoking something to come up 
with it. —Wayne ARTHURSON 


Falt down, go boomers 


* Seems like the baby boomer generation 
is feeling a little down, Statistics Canada 
reports that suicide rates have jumped 
almost 10 per cent because more peo- 
ple over the age of 40 are taking their 
own lives—according to StatsCan, sui- 
cide rates for that generation jumped by 
almost 25 per cent while rates for teens 
(mostly kids of baby boomers) dropped 
by six per cent in the same year, 

_ Whether this was just a one-year 
spike or a continuing trend is debatable. 
But some experts, including David Mase- 
Car, head of the Canadian Association for 
Suicide Prevention, say the trend will 
Continue as the boomers age. The lack of 
lob security for aging boomers is difficult 
for some, he says. And the last time 
there was such a big spike in the suicide 


rate was in the ‘70s and ‘80s, when the 
same generation was in its teens. 

Also, Masecar says, the lack of a 
national strategy on suicide preven- 
tion may also be playing a role. Many 
other developed countries, like Aus- 
tralia, Britain, Norway and even the 
United States, have developed nation- 
al strategies to prevent suicide while 
Canada lags behind. A report on a 
national suicide prevention strategy, 
commissioned by Health Canada, rec- 
ommended developing models based 
on other programs but the report has 
been gathering dust since 1998. 
(Alberta and Quebec have their own 
prevention strategies but Quebec's is 
underfunded. Alberta's program was 
considered. highly innovative when it 
began, but has suffered greatly due to 
budget cuts.) —WayNe ARTHURSON 


ENVIRONMENT 
I melt for you 


A note to all you stock market players 
out there: you may want to consider 
investing in a liferaft company or two at 
the rate things are going in Antarctica. 

On Monday, the National Ice Cen- 
ter (NIC) in Washington, D.C. released 
satellite photos of an iceberg measuring 
124 miles long and more than 19 miles 
wide that has broken off of Antarctica’s 
Ross Ice Shelf in the southeast quadrant 
of the continent, making it the largest 
new iceberg in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere since a berg measuring 170 by 
25 miles left home in March. 

The latest iceberg, labelled “C-19" 
because of its status as the 19th berg 
to break off in its particular quadrant 
since the NIC began tracking in 1956, 
came as no surprise to Antarctic ice 
researchers. Charles Stern, a professor 
emeritus at the University of Wiscon- 
sin, told USA Today that the crack that 
eventually split off C-19 “has been 
there about as long as people have 
been going to Antarctica. In 1987, | 
saw it from an icebreaker.” 

Still, the increasing regularity with 


which the Ross Ice Shelf is disintegrating 
is raising some eyebrows. C-19 is the 
fourth gigantic berg to originate from 
the area in the past two years, and the 
second new berg in the month of May 
alone. According to solcomhouse.com, 
this is the largest single event in a series 
of retreats by ice shelves in the peninsula 
over the last 30 years, and the retreats 
are attributed to a strong climate warm- 
ing in the region. The rate of warming is 
approximately 0.5 °C per decade, 
and the trend has been present since at 
least the late 1940s. Overall in the 
peninsula, the extent of seven ice 
shelves has declined by a total of about 
13,500 km? since 1974. 

Regardless of the increasing evi- 
dence of global warming and its effects 
on our polar ice caps, some experts 
remain optimistic. Ted Scambos of the 
U.S. Snow and Ice Data Center in Boul- 
der, Colorado doesn’t think that we 
should get too worried about the total 
disintegration of the Ross Ice Shelf any- 
time soon; he told USA Today that it 
would take a warming trend as extreme 
as the one in the Antarctic peninsula at 
least 50 years to bring it to the thresh- 
old of breaking up entirely. Scambos 
also feels that the icebergs will serve as 
“a great lab experiment. We're seeing 
something that doesn’t have a lot of 
global consequences but serves as a 
glimpse of what's going to happen else- 
where in areas that do have a lot of 
global consequences in the future.” 

Thanks, Ted. Very comforting. — 
Curis BouTeT 


MONEY 
The cost in the machine 


OTTAWA—Maverick Saskatchewan- 
based NDP MP Lore Nystrom is urging 
the federal government to monitor the 
service charges foisted onto customers 
by the big banks a lot more closely. 
Nystrom warns that because so 
many teller services are being replaced 
by bank machines, customers are being 
gouged thanks to user fees. Because so 


many of the banks’ own machines in 
convenience stores and gas stations 
across the nation are being replaced 
with the high-service-charge “white 
label” machines, many customers in 
isolated areas may have no choice but 
to use these machines, which can 
charge over $3 per transaction. And the 
Imperial Bank of Commerce is replacing 
some of its machines with white-label 
machines (administered by Amicus) 
that still carry the CIBC’s logo. 

Because service charges can move 
well past the $3 mark ($1.50 to $1.75 
to the bank in service charges, and 
usually a $1.50 “convenience fee” for 
the white label machine’s owner), Nys- 
trom warned that customers could be 
paying a 15 per cent surcharge on a 
simple $20 withdrawal. And that’s 
when the government has to come in 
and protect consumers’ rights. 

“Banks’ profits have increased dra- 
matically this past decade,” warned 
Nystrom. “The Big Six domestic banks 
have seen their profits continuously 
increase from $2.9 billion in 1993 to 
$9.6 billion in 2000 and close to $10 
billion in 2001. In that same year, the 
highest-paid bank CEO in Canada 
made enough money in one year to 
employ 800 tellers. Now that elec- 
tronic banking machines are replacing 
human tellers’ services, the banks can 
afford obscene executive salaries. 
More than anybody, bank CEOs 
understand why it is highly profitable 
to replace people with machines.” 

Nystrom is urging that the Liberals 
force the banks to justify their service 
charges in front of the Financial Con- 
sumers Agency of Canada, a federally- 
funded watchdog group. His tirade 
comes on the heels of am Industry 
Canada report which warned con- 
sumers that white-label machines are 
sucking millions out of the economy 
on an annual basis; it found that 35 
per cent of Canadians are using the 
white label machines, and just under 
10 per cent of us are using 
them more than six times a month. — 
STEVEN SANDOR 
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High school preferential 


Just in case you weren’t getting 
enough lame pseudo-studies extolling 
the virtues of privatization in your diet, 
the Fraser Institute in Vancouver has 
released a study of high schools 
throughout Ajberta that has drawn 
the conclusion that private schools are 
better than public schools. 

On Sunday, the Fraser Institute 
released their Report Card on Alberta 
High Schools 2002, much to the cha- 
grin of education experts and critics 
who feel the report is misleading, 
narrow in focus and purposely cali- 
brated to discredit the public school 
system and pave the way for private 
education. It’s an entirely reasonable 
charge; considering the criteria upon 
which the study was based. 

In compiling their ranking of 
more than 270 schools throughout 
our province, the Fraser Institute con- 
sidered an incredibly broad spectrum 
of contributing factors that make a° 
school more successful and enjoyable, 
such as the average diploma exam 
mark, the percentage of failing mark: 
on diploma exams, students’ marks 
during the regular school year and 
the number of courses taken per stu- 
dent. Apparently, the authors of the 
report seem to think that a school’s 
average grade is the primary factor 
that parents should consider when 

choosing a high schoo! for their kids. 

If marks are all that count, of 
course private schools will come out 
on top—their doors only open for 
the finest of academic achievers. As 
well, because of this ridiculously 
narrow system of ranking, schools 
actually lose points by focusing on 
vocational or fine arts programs, 
neither of which have a diploma 
exam. The study also fails to consid- 
er the socio-demographic makeup 
of the schools in question, putting 
otherwise perfectly serviceable 
schools at the bottom of the list just 
for having disadvantaged or English 
as a Second Language students in 
their system. The top-ranked high 
school in the study, Edmonton's 
Old Scona, doesn’t have any of 
these “problems,” so it’s clearly the 
best school in the whole province. 

Nonetheless, a study containing 
such overt bias shouldn't be much 
of a surprise coming from the Fraser 
Institute. This is the same organiza- 
tion that puts out nonsense like 
their April 18 Environmental Indica- 
tors study, which purports to “shat- 
ter the common misconception 
that environmental quality is deteri- 
orating in Canada,“ or my personal 
favourite, a gem of a study released 
Tuesday entitled “Corporate Capital 
Tax: Canada’s Most Damaging 
Tax.” Indeed, Way more damaging 
than any of the taxes / pay. 

So if you plan to spend the 
summer figuring out which high 
school is right for you, ignore the 
meaningless report and stick to that 
oid, time-tested method of second- 
ary school selection: pick the one 
that’s closest to your house. @ 
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Anti-clearcutting 


Violent crimes 


Terms like “violence” and “riot” are 
used in Canada to describe broken 
windows, graffiti-covered store- 
fronts and blockades comprised of 
people holding hands. I’ve heard a 
lot lately about “violence” and 
whether there will be violence in 
Kananaskis this June when the G8 
meets. Activist Jaggi Singh says, 
“There are violent people coming to 
Kananaskis. They are well-armed, 
organized and motivated. Those 
violent people are the leaders of the 
G8." Nations like the U.S. and 
Canada are bombing civilians, 
imposing deadly sanctions (Iraq), 
ensuring cuts to spending on health 
and education here and in the 
Third World, gassing people in their 
homes (Quebec City), selling arms 
to genocidal regimes (Indonesia, 
Turkey), selling off resources to cor- 
porations who are sucking the earth 
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| know what you did last winter: Texas Joe aboard the Starlet 


dry (Western Forest Products, whose 
flags we were removing, to name 
just one of the thousands). Protect- 
ing property and profits seems more 
important than protecting people 
and the planet we live on. 

My thoughts are with FAN and 
the Starlet crew as they continue 
rocking the boat. Whether people are 
pulling flags off trees or disrupting 


the G8, these direct actions are cry 
cial. Because as long as our democra 
cy is manipulated by unaccountab|; 
big business, I’m grateful that ther 
are committed people sacrificins 
their time and compromising thei; 
own safety to fight for sustainabilit, 
social justice and real democracy 
And I’m not going to just clap and 
cheer—I’m going to help. © 
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Next Week on News Room 


Psych 400: Psychology 
and the Everyday 


Beginning Friday May 24th 
News Room will begin airing 
a three part series on 
psychology and the everyday. 
The series was produced as 

~ the final project of an 
honours psychology seminar 
at the UofA. 
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Edward Abbey 
throws a monkey 
wrench into all 
attempts to explain 
him away 

‘By TAI MOSES 


dward Abbey has been dead 
E: years and we still don’t 
know what to make of him. 

His fans and his foes alike are 
still arguing over Abbey’s literary 
merits or lack of them, marveling at 
his singular personality, grumbling 
about his propensity to blur the line 
between fact and fiction and in gen- 
eral deconstructing him in hopes 
that his contradictory legacy can be 
squeezed into some category. 

All this bickering has inspired a 
cottage industry of memoirists, 
biographers and hagiographers who 
have done their damnedest to solve 
the riddle of Abbey. In 1994 James 
Bishop came out with Epitaph for a 
Desert Anarchist: The Life and Legacy 
of Edward Abbey. That same year, 
David Petersen saw fit to air much 
of Cactus Ed’s dirty laundry in Con- 
fessions of a Barbarian: Selections 
From the Journals of Edward Abbey 
1951-1989. There have been a few 
other books along the way. But the 
first definitive biography appeared 


-just last year: James Cahalan’s 


Edward Abbey: A Life, which did a 
superb if protracted job of research- 
ing Abbey’s entire time on the plan- 
et and doggedly putting to rest 
some of the more spurious claims 
made about him. 

The newest Abbey book is Adven- 
tures With Ed: A Portrait of Abbey, a 
memoir by Abbey's great friend Jack 
Loeffler. Loeffler was.one of the band 
of brothers who spirited Abbey’s 
body away after his death in Oracle, 
Arizona and buried him, wrapped in 
a sleeping bag, in an undisclosed 
spot in the desert, thereby fulfilling 


Abbey’s last wish: to become fertiliz- 
er. Loeffler’s book is a somewhat 
guy-centric chronicle, but, perhaps 
more than any previous account, it 
captures Abbey’s spirit. 

Abbey is probably best known 
for his 1975 novel The Monkey 
Wrench Gang, a rolticking eco- 
adventure story in 
which dynamite 
and acetylene 
torches figure & 
largely in the protagonists’ efforts to 
defend a wilderness “cursed with a 
plague of diggers, drillers, borers, 
grubbers; of asphalt-spreaders, dam- 
builders, overgrazers, clear-cutters 
and strip-miners.” Monkey Wrench 


Edward Abbey: misunderstood dead guy 


was quickly adopted as the mani- 
festo of radical environmentalists 
and is credited with inspiring the 
movement that became Earth First! 
(although Abbey never officially 
endorsed the group). 

But Abbey was also an eloquent 
prose stylist whose literary celebra- 
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Cactus Ed’s prickly legacy 


tion of the wildernesses and waste- 
lands of the Southwest, where he 
lived for 42 of his 62 years, remains 
unmatched. In one of his most 
famous books, the 1968 nonfiction 
chronicle Desert Solitaire, Abbey 
dubbed the desert “a world of light. 
The air seems not clear like glass, 
but colored, a 
transparent, tint- 
ed medium, gold- 
en toward the 
sun, smoke-blue in the shadows. 
The colors come, it appears, not 
simply from the background, but 
are actually present in the air 
itself—a vigintillion microscopic 
particles of dust reflecting the sky, 


the sand, the iron hills.” 
Valley George 


I was captivated by these sentences 
when I first read them. I was 20 
years old, living in Death Valley, 
and I had just befriended a desert 
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denizen named George who had , 
tattered library containing many o; 
Abbey's books. In his cabin, lockec 
in a metal trunk, he also owned 
small arsenal of firearms. 

George had come to the dese; 
to wait for the revolution. He wa, 
prepared to wait a long time. Whe; 
the industrial state finally co) 
lapsed, he told me, these weapon 
would come in handy and | ha, 
better learn to use them. I was fas 
cinated by and a little wary o; 
George's anarchist politics, but i 
sparsely populated regions, | fi, 
ured, you couldn't be too picky 
about your friends. 

One day, George and I hikeq 
deep into the desert in search of 
the grave of Jean LeMoigne, a pio- 
neer who had expired in the area » 
century ago and by all account 
was buried out there somewhere 
The sun was scorching hot. Whe: 
we stopped to rest, George took hi 
copy of Desert Solitaire out of hi 
knapsack and read aloud: “The 
finest quality of this stone, thes: 
plants and animals, this desert 
landscape is the indifference to ou 
presence, our absence, our coming 
our staying or our going. Whether 
we live or die is a matter of 
absolutely no concern whatsoever 
to the desert.” 

As we hunted for traces of the 


_ pioneer’s burial site, Abbey translat- 


ed the landscape with the rhythm oi 
his prose, his wonder at the natural 
world, his indignation at human 
encroachment. We found a jumbled 
pile of stones and decided that it 
was the last resting place of the 
unfortunate LeMoigne. George took 
a photograph. Several months after | 
left Death Valley, I plucked a card 
out of my mailbox. It was a picture 
of a mound of stones in the middle 
of a sun-bleached wasteland. On the 
back George had scrawled, “Not 
Jean LeMoigne’s grave.” 


SEE PAGE 13 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Going once, going twice 


There are plenty of folks stateside who 
aren’t thrilled Montreal out-and-out 
won the 2006 Gay Games over lesser 
bids from Atlanta, Los Angeles and 
Chicago. And they’re pointing fingers, 
claiming Montreal offered a $100,000 
(U.S.) bribe to win the Games, a 
charge so ludicrous | feel like giving 
them the finger back. 

“A cheque shown by Montreal 
organizers during that city’s winning 
bid presentation [last October] to host 
the 2006 Gay Games,” the Atlanta- 
based Southern Voice newspaper 
reported on March 29, “was ‘shock- 
ing,’ ‘unethical’ and risks reducing the 
bid process to ‘an auction,’ according 
to members of the organization that 
produced Atlanta’s unsuccessful pitch 
to host the games.” 

“It comes across as an auction say- 
ing [the Games] go to the highest bid- 
der,” Bill Philbrick, legal counsel for 
Atlanta Games Inc., told the Voice. 
“Everyone is afraid to use the word, 
but it looked to me like a bribe.” 

Well, in the wake of the 1976 
billion-dollar summer Olympics, if 
anyone can recognize a bribe, it’s 
Montrealers. This was no bribe. After 
discussing Canadian government 
financial support for the 2006 
games at the Federation of Gay 
Games convention in Johannesburg 
last October, Montreal bid presenter 
and Olympic gold medallist Mark 
Tewksbury held up a cheque and 
said, “With these guarantees, Mon- 
treal is ready to submit a payment of 
U.S. $100,000 as a license fee 
advance deposit.” 

“If | thought waving a cheque 
would have won us the Games, | 
would have waved the largest 
cheque,” Margaret Archer, head 
honcho of the failed Atlanta bid, 
told me last week. “I could have 
waved a $200,000 cheque. | don’t 
think [what Montreal did] was just 
in bad taste, | think they were very 
serious about it at the time. If you 
listen to the video of the presenta- 
tion, they say they are willing to 
give a deposit today.” 


de ee ee) 


“| think it was a contributing fac 
tor to induce people to vote for ther, 
And it worked,” Al Petras, co-chair 0; 
Chicago 2006, told Outsports.com 
the Los Angeles-based website th,, 
first reported this non-story, and wit} 
shocking glee. “The money fro.) 
Montreal helped.” 

“(The cheque] was unsavoury 
Shirley Cramer, head of the Los Ange 
les 2006 committee, toijq 
Outsports.com. Los Angeles, oj 
course, was so organized that the cir 
actually started with two competing 
bids. Still, Cramer says, “Los Angel 
2006 certainly wouldn't have done i 
that way. Of course they were trying 
to influence the vote.” 

But Montreal organizers say the 
$100,000 offer would only be a down 
payment on the $655,000 (U.S.) fee 
the FGG charges bidders to host th 
Games. “The cheque was a prop fo; 
dramatic effect,” says Montreal 2006 
secretary Jean-Francois Perrier , 
Tourisme Montreal. “It was torn ur 
afterwards and thrown out. N 
cheque will be given until we sign the 
contract with the Federation, whic: 
we are negotiating. They will then tel) 
us how much our first payment will 
be. We've told them we can pay up to 
$100,000 for our first payment.” 

Archer is having none of that. “| 
would like to see if they would have 
still won if they hadn't done that,” she 
says, still clearly peeved Montreal had 
the best bid. As Perrier himself says 
“They’re just sore losers.” 

And no wonder: the 2006 games 
will be Montreal’s biggest sporting 
event since the 1976 Olympics. The 
Montreal bidders budget the Game: 
at $20-million, expect 15,000 ath 
letes, a million spectators and well 
over $150 million in economic spin- 
offs. Moreover, as | first reported in 
this column last October, with the 
financial meltdowns of the Gay 
Games in New York City in 1994 and 
Amsterdam in 1998, and with Syd- 
ney looking like it will three-peat this 
November, Montreal's sound, secure 
and well-financed bid for the 2006 
Games was clearly the FGG’s best 
bet for stability. 

In other words, what all this Out- 
sports.com-fuelled controversy boils 
down to is sour grapes. | know, 
because | remember the reaction in 
1997 when Montreal lost the 2002 
games to Sydney. “If it had been a 
business decision,” Montreal 2002 
co-prez Christian Bolduc bitterly told 
me at the time, “Montreal would've 
won the Games.” 

Well, this time Montreal won. For 
the also-rans who really haven't put 
their best foot forward here, let me 
recall the infamous Coca-Cola bill- 
board at the 1996 Atlanta Summer 
Olympics which read, “You don’t 
win silver.” © 
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Edward Abbey 
Continued from page 10 
Naughty by nature 


in new-millennium envi- 
ronmentalism, the poli- 
tics of consensus has 
replaced the politics of 
cranky confrontation. 
j'm all for consensus—it 
just makes for some 
bland reading. Contem- 
porary nature writing is a 
carefully cultivated land- 
scape that can be count- 
ed on to provide lovely 
imagery, spiritual epipha- 
nies and even extraordi- 
nary adventures, but 
little in the way of com- 
bustible opinions. 

Abbey, on the other 
hand, could always be 
counted on to stir up a 
good fight. Among his 
tips on desert etiquette, 
which greatly inspired 
George, Abbey advised, 
“Always remove and 
destroy survey stakes, 
flagging, advertising sign- 
boards, mining claim 
markers, animal traps, 
poisoned bait, seismic 
exploration geophones 
and other such artifacts 
of industrialism. The 
men who put those 
things there are up to no 
good and it is our duty to 
confound them.” 

The Abbey lovers and 
the Abbey haters, the 
apologists and detractors, 
have all contributed to 
the inevitable mythmak- 
ing of a man who had 
already pretty successful- 
ly created his own myth. 
Depending on who you 
talk to, Edward Abbey 
comes either festooned 
with an ill-fitting halo or 
wearing cartoon horns 
and a forked tail. 

One of the most 
accurate—albeit unin- 
tended—descriptions 
I've ever read of the 
man can be found in his 
own essay “The Great 
American Desert,” in 
which he catalogues the 
hazards of the indige- 
nous plants: “ven- 
omous, hooked, barbed, 
thorny, prickly, needled, 
sawtoothed, hairy, stick- 
ered, mean, bitter, 
sharp, wiry and fierce.” 

Abbey didn’t fit easi- 
'y into any camp. His 
outspoken opposition to 
immigration and gun 
control, for instance, 
didn’t sit well with his 
liberal admirers. He 
wanted to strengthen 
America’s borders, main- 
‘aining that to admit a 
Steady stream of addi- 
“ional human beings 
‘nto the U.S. would only 
hasten its material 
downfall and further 
endanger its fragile nat- 
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ural resources. An essay he wrote 
called “Immigration and Liberal 
Taboos” was rejected in turns by The 
New Yorker, Harper’s, The Atlantic 
Monthly, the New Republic, Newsweek 
and Mother Jones. When 
it was finally published 
in the Phoenix New 
Times, it was greeted 
with howls of protest, 
among them a letter 
from fellow naturalist 
and writer Gretel 
Ehrlich, who called 
Abbey “arrogant, inco- 
herent, flippant, non- 
sensical, nasty and 
unconstructive.” 

He wasn’t ignorant of 
the economic and politi- 
cal reasons that impel 
people to flee Central 
and South America. He 
stubbornly maintained 
that nonintervention 


the uprisings begin, 
Abbey declared—he was 
all in favor of healthy 
revolution—outside the 
borders of the U.S. “The 
one thing we could do 
for a country like Mexi- 
co,” he wrote, “is to stop 
every illegal immigrant 
at the border, give him a 
good rifle and a case of 
ammunition, and send 
him home.” 

Being branded a bigot 
didn’t boost Abbey's 
standing among Sierra 
Clubbers, who praised 
Abbey’s keen descriptive 
eye and dedication to 
wilderness preservation, 
but were already a tad 
jumpy about his “Keep 
America Beautiful—Burn 
a Billboard” approach to 
activism. And people 
didn’t know what to 
make of a preservationist 
who was known to casu- 
ally toss beer bottles out 
the window of his pick- 
up as a protest against 
the highways that criss- 
crossed his deserts. 

Wendell Berry got it 
exactly right when he 
said that Abbey was not 
an environmentalist but 
an autobiographer—in 
other words, no matter 
what he wrote, fiction, 
nonfiction, polemic or 
poem, he was always 
Edward Abbey. Berry 
bestowed upon Abbey 
the highest praise any 
artist can have: that he 
was always interesting. 


Fond of a pond 


One of my favorite 
haunts in Death Valley 
was a briny little pond I 
had discovered hidden 
among the tamarisks off 
Route 190. The pond was 
ringed by hummocks of 
salt grass and pickleweed, 
and its tepid waters were 
home to schools of the 
silvery pupfish that are 
native to Death Valley. 


ye ABBEY 


was the best policy. Let - 


George had hiked into the desert to 
shoot cans and plot future coups and 
I had custody of Abbey's book Abbey’s 
Road (probably the only copy for 100 
miles in any direction). I sat in the 
pond—it was only a foot and a half 
feet deep—and read while pupfish 
nibbled at my toes. . ‘ 

In that collection of essays, hey 
writes of his travels in Mexico, 
where he encounters the Tarahu- 
mara Indians, a culture that’s been 
screwed by both the advances of civ- 
ilization and its attempts to “save” 
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them. “Throw out the teachers, the 
missionaries, the government doc- 
tors and public health technicians; 
close off the roads and stop the road 
building; stop the logging; shut 
down the mines; burn down the 
hotels; tear up the airstrips; throw 
out the totalitarian fanatics from so- 
called Third World politics; ban all 
tourists, including us; and let these 
people alone. Leave them alone.” 
That's vintage Abbey right there: he 
always said a good writer was a polit- 
ical writer—one who dared to speak 


the truth, and make him or herself 
useful to society 

Despite a loyal following of read- 
ers, Abbey’s literary efforts were often 
met with critical silence. He was too 
scornful and unrefined; he made the 
establishment uncomfortable and he 
in turn continued to offend and 
scandalize. Over a long and outspo- 
ken literary career, Abbe 
accused of every “ism” in the book 
including elitism, iconoclasm and 
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Edward Abbey 
Continued from previous page 


sexism. Arrogance and xenophobia 
were thrown in for good measure. 
“The author of this book should be 
neutered and locked 
away forever,” wrote one 
reviewer of The Monkey 
Wrench Gang. 
“While not ignored,” 
Abbey retorted, “my 
books are greeted with 
what I must recognize as 
a coolness verging on 
outright frigidity, partic- 
ularly by the doctrinaire 
buzzsaws of chickenshit 
liberalism.” 


Abbey’s code 


A dozen years passed before I got 
back to Death Valley for a visit. 
When I made it to Furnace Creek, I 
walked up Route 190 looking for the 
pond where I had spent so many 
happy hours with the pupfish. But 


the pond was gone. The entire spring 
was gone; they had encased it in a 
pipe. All that remained was a dry 
dimple in the sand, filled with debris 
and a single desiccated palm frond, 
brown and bent, like the wing of 
some prehistoric bird. 

It was a depressing 
spectacle. Next to the 
environmental depreda- 
tions of two centuries, 
the loss of one small 
pond was of not much 
consequence, but to me 
it seemed a symbol of 
something important; a 
small, beautiful thing 
that existed now only 
in memory, like so 
many other small 
things—species of birds, 
insects, plants. 

Then I remembered something 
that cheered me a little, which is 
this: nature always bats last. Abbey 
was a tireless defender of wilder- 
ness, but he was also confident that 
the human flair for destruction 
would ultimately pale beside wind, 


water and time. “Men come and 
go, cities rise and fall, whole civi- 
lizations appear and disappear—the 
earth remains, slightly modified,” 
he wrote. Or as John Vogelin, the 
protagonist of Abbey’s 1962 novel 
Fire on the Mountain, put it, with his 
creator’s distinctive 
insouciance: “I figure 
in 40 years civilization 
will collapse and every- 
thing will be back to 
normal. I wish I could 
live to see it.” 

Abbey was that rare 
romantic idealist who 
was also supremely prac- 
tical, in part because he 
refused to waste time on 
what he called the 
“misty empires of obso- 
lete mythology” (i.e., 
religion). That didn’t mean he could 
stop railing against the cancer of 
unchecked development; it just 
helped keep things in perspective. 

No matter what people think of 
Abbey’s politics, he has much to 
offer environmentalists of all 
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stripes—from apolitical Natur; 
Conservancy stewards to Eart}, 
First! militants. “Do not burn you, 
selves out,” he wrote. "Be as I am 

a reluctant enthusiast, a part-tim, 
crusader, a half-hearted fanatj, 
Save the other half of yoursely< 
and your lives fo, 
pleasure and adven 
ture. It is not enough 
@eoee to fight for natu-a| 
land and the west; jy | 
even more importan 
to enjoy it. While you 
can. While it’s stil) 
there.... Enjoy you 
selves, keep your brain 
in your head and you; 
head firmly attached 
the body, the bod, 
active and alive, and | 
promise you thi 
much; I promise you this one sweet 
victory Over our enemies, o\ 
those deskbound men with thei; 
hearts in a safe deposit box and 
their eyes hypnotized by desk ca) 
culators. I promise you this: y 
will outlive the bastards.” © 


KOOTENAY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 
CENTRE OF CRAFT AND DESIGN 


3 YEAR DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 
Clay. Fibre. Jewellery . Metal. Wood 


606 Victoria Street, 


Tel. 250.352.2821, 


Fax. 250.352.1625 


Nelson, BC, ViL 4K9 
1.877.552.2821 


registrar@ksac.bc.ca, www.ksac.bc.ca 
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Affordable, stylish 
streetwear at Mode 
Sensory Gear makes 
perfect Ill Logik 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


eing fashionable isn’t cheap. 
Boor: ahead of the curve 
can cause some serious dam- 
age to your credit card, unless you're 
the one setting the trends down on 
the street. It’s the place where most 
designers seek inspiration for their 
high-priced creations, looking for 
the people who are finding flair in 
the discount bins and thrift shops. 
And one Of street couture’s biggest 
influences has been hip hop, which 
is built upon the idea of recycling 
elements of urban life into some- 
thing new and original. 
It’s what inspired Jesse Morrison 


lest Edmonton Mall 
ps A level, East of Waterpark 
-1834 
Southgate Centre 
S.W. corner by Royal Bank 
436-4371 
Kingsway Garden M 
Upper level by glass elevator 
474-1151 
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Extra-Sensory perception 


and a few of his friends to start Mode 
Sensory Gear 15 months ago. “It was 
a gradual process to come around to 
making Mode Sensory,” he explains. 
“We love hip hop culture, but we 
wanted to do something that would 
include everything out there. We just 
didn’t really see it happening.” 
Mode Sensory Gear's primary 
focus was fashion. “A lot of street 


=) fashion 


clothing you find in the shops is real- 
ly expensive, and when you break it 
down, the cost to make it is only a 
fraction of what you pay,” Morrison 
says. “We wanted to make stylish, 
quality clothing that was affordable.” 

The company set up shop down- 
town in a second-story office space 
near the Legislature at 9912-109 St. 
Here, a staff of six—Morrison, Clay- 
ton Lowe, Rick Brennan, a pair of 


VUE WEEKLY & FICTION 416 
OFFER YOU A CHANCE TO WIN 


WE HAVE 2 PRIZES 


\ 


§ daytime phone number 


experienced designers and a residen; 
photographer—takes care of the retaij 
shop and the design operation 
which also looks after mural desicy, 
and production. The store also pr: 

vides gallery space and supplies for 
local artists and consignment of ind¢ 

pendent music and clothing made by 
local musicians and designers. 

This weekend’s show at New 
City Suburbs, Ill Logik 2, celebrat: 
Mode Sensory Gear's first anniver 
sary and will unveil their largest col 
lection yet, spanning lines for both 
men and women. “It’s comfortable 
multi-functional streetwear,” he 
says. “It’s stuff you can wear any- 
where, whether it’s for a rur 
going out to a club.” 


Ingenious flytrap 
The women’s line has a sport 


theme that still retains an air of 
femininity. Pieces incorporate graffi- 


One for Guys 
One for Girls 


Send in your name and 


to VUE WEEKLY at 
10303-108 St. 
T5G 117 
email to 
fiction@ 
yue.ab.ca 
or fax to 
426-2889 


tyle “aerosol art,” silk-screens 
nd durable fabrics. Two special 
eces are a jersey dress and a top 
led a flytrap. “It’s a Velcro halter- 
p with a specially lined hood,” 
lorrison explains. “It can be worn 
ther as an open-back or open-front 
ece. It’s a fantastic design.” 
Yor men, the clothing is geared 
ard athletic use, primarily with 
eakdancing in mind, including 
signs for tracksuits. However, the 
ne also includes several pieces that 
buld lean toward formal wear, 
luding a unique pair of dress pants 
id a mandarin-style denim overcoat. 
at's probably one of the most for- 
fai things we've created for men,” 
orrison says. “It’s something that 
iu could even wear to a wedding.” 
True to the diverse spirit of Mode 
msory Gear, the Friday night run- 
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way event will include a silent auc- 
tion, displays of urban and graffiti art, 
traditional and urban dance and spo- 
ken-word and live hip hop perform- 
ances. Advance tickets are $7, and 
may be purchased either at Mode 
Sensory Gear or Netwerks Café. You 
also have the choice of paying $10 at 
the door or $7 with a food donation 
for the Edmonton Food Bank. A por- 
tion of the door proceeds will also be 
donated to the Edmonton Youth 
Emergency Shelter Society. O 


Ill Logik 2 Fashion Show 
New City Suburbs © Fri, May 17 


Photos: Francis Tétrault * 

Models: Barb & Abdon * 

Hair & Makeup: Dania for Hennesey 
Salon * Location: Mode Sensory 
Gear retail/manufacturing space 


Professional Model 
a in: 


Personal 
Selt-Bevelonment 
Training Also Available 
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_.What You Want ToBe.. Just Be... 


"Professional Actor 
Management in: 


Actors 
intensive Werkshop 
Also kvailable 


Fax 20.053420-0163 


e-mail: info@cmacdirect.com * www.cmacdirect.com 
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Back Room Vodka Bar 
10324 82 (Whyte) Ave. 
Edmonton 

PH: 780.436.4418 


again. Time for 
' 10AM to 6PM 


loyalists to 
Edmonton 


The Dark Clue: memo to Turner 


remains offstage for much of The 
Dark Clue, which is where she 
spent most of The Woman in White 
as well. But Marian is a much 
more interesting character for a 


James Wilson 
goes beyond 
Wilkie Collins and 
J.M.W. Turner in 
unusual mystery 


By BARRY HAMMOND 


ames Wilson tries a risky trick 

right at the beginning of his 

novel The Dark Clue: he res- 
urrects two well-known characters 
from a classic 19th-century novel. 
The characters are Walter 
Hartwright, the drawing teacher, 
and Marian Halcombe, Walter's 
strong-willed confidant and the sis- 
ter of the woman who he eventually 
marries, from Wilkie Collins’s 1860 
novel The Woman in White. 

To his credit, Wilson pulls off 
this opening conceit beautifully. 
He catches perfectly the tone, feel 
and mannerisms of both creations, 
picking up their lives a few years 
past the point where Collins's 
novel left off. Walter is now a gen- 
tleman painter, thanks to his wife 
Laura, a wealthy heiress, who as 
the novel opens is away on holiday 
with their two children. Walter, at 
loose ends, plagued by the ennui 
that overcomes so many rich men 
faced by an existence devoid of 
struggle, and perhaps also feeling 
somewhat constrained by his mar- 


riage now that the first bloom is 
off the rose and curious as to what 
the rest of his life has in store, is 
casting about for a sense of pur- 
pose and direction. His old 
acquaintance Marian, always a 
shrewd observer of Walter's emo- 
tional climate, arranges a meeting 
with Lady Eastlake, whose hus- 
band, Sir Charles, is the director of 
the National Gallery. 

The interview turns out to be a 
kind of audition. While observing 
both his character and reactions, 
Lady Eastlake tells Walter about an 
unflattering, sensational biography 


of her friend, the late painter 
J.M.W. Turner, being prepared by a 
journalist named Thornbury. 
Because of his background as a 
painter and his investigations con- 
cerning the crime which befell his 
wife—the very events depicted in 
The Woman in White—she thinks 
Walter ideally qualified and com- 
missions him to undertake a com- 
peting biography of Turner that 
she hopes will set the record 
straight. Walter agrees, with the 
proviso that it be his book, not 
hers; in other words, that he be 
allowed to make his own investiga- 
tions and to tell the truth about 
Turner without having to suppress 
any information that Lady Eastlake 
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Gay Pride Week 2002 
June 14 to June 23 


Pride Parade at Noon, Sat. June 22 
Starts at 111 St & Jasper Avenue 


Pride Dance at 9 PM 
Saturday, June 22, Arts Barns 


Many other Events at 
www.prideedmonton.org 
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might find offensive. She agrees. 
Collins band 


The novel then follows Walter as, 
supported by and assisted in his 
project by Marian (as he was in 
The Woman in White), he delves 
into Turner's life and art. It’s an 
interesting proposition to use fic- 
tional Victorian characters to 
investigate the life of an actual 


existence, however, is so steeped | 
in conflicting details, mystery, } 
secrecy, double and triple lives 
lived pretty much simultaneously 
that it seems more like, well, the 
plot of a Wilkie Collins novel 
than an actual life. 

The device also allows Wilson 
to illustrate firsthand how shock- 
ing Turner's life would have been 
to the generation which succeed- 
ed his own. By examining these 
events in a pre-Freudian context 
and showing their effect on char- 
acters whose own sexual impuls- 
es are sublimated is even more 
interesting. Many readers of The 
Woman in White must have 
wondered why Hartwright, while 
clearly having more in common 
with Marian, who is more obvious- 
ly his intellectual equal, winds up 
marrying her sister. Laura, while 
conventionally pretty and accept- 
able, remains something of a 
cipher in Collins’s novel—and she 


modern reader anyway, and there 
was some subtle sexual tension 
between them in Collins's novel, 
which Wilson obviously wants to 
explore further. The use of charac- 
ters created by Wilkie Collins, 
whose own personal sexual life 
was unconventional even by 
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watch for the Education 2002 supplement 
in the last issue of every month 


today’s standards, adds yet anor), 
er layer to the mix, 


Big man on canvas 


Although it’s ostensibly about (),, 
life of J.M.W. Turner, his Paintings rr 
and two Wilkie Collins characte;s 
The Dark Clue is actually about so. 
ual urges and what happens t, 
people who suppress them. 4, 
Hartwright discovers the dare, 
side of Turner’s existence, |\¢ 
begins to suspect that its underpin. 
nings of corruption, disintegration, 
decay, sex and death are the “dar; 
clue” which infuses his work ang 
gives it the evocative power it |1,; 
The effect of this revelation on 
Hartwright and his relationship 
with Marian is catastrophic 
Wilson's evocation of Victorian 
England and his portrayal of the 
preceding generation is vivid. \i5 
characters—both the fictional 
ones and the actual ones—are {,s. 
cinating, and his descriptions of 
Turner's paintings make the reader 
want to fly to the National Gallery 
to view them once again, or at 
least buy a book of Turner repro- 
ductions. They’re all about the bal 
ance between light and darkness, a 
concern shared by Wilson's engross- 
ing novel. © 


zp ad : The Dark Clue 
By James Wilson * Doubleday * 390 
pages * $32.95 
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Badass Jack's (7 locations in Edmonton 
and area. Call 468-3452 for location 
nearest you, or visit 

www. badassjacks.com) 

Booster Juice (9 locations in Edmonton 
and area) Come experience a warm, 
upbeat atmosphere with healthy, ener- 
gizing, fantastic tasting smoothies! $ 


Café Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433- 
9702) A wide variety of home-made, 
healthy meals, featuring many selections 
for vegetarians. $ 


Oriental Veggle House (10586-100 
St., 424-0463) Edmonton’s only totally 
vegetarian restaurant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Polo's Cafe (9405-112 St., 432-1371) 
Eclectic & sophisticated. We invite you 
to experience our cuisine. $$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432- 
0968) 50's diner with an abundance of 
memorabilia, a jukebox playing ‘50s 
music and a great variety of food. $-$$ 


Turkish Donalr and Kebab (10332 
Whyte Ave., 434-6597) $ 


Bagel Bin Bakery & Bistro (#226, 
6655-178 St., 481-5721) A little piece of 
Europe in the heart of Edmonton, Hearty 
homemade soups, grilled Italian sand- 
wiches, caffe latte and cappuccino, fresh 
custy breads, bagels, luscious pastries and 
lores... Need we say more? $ 


Bagelatté (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, 
Sherwood Park, 417-1911) Specialty 
bagels and cream cheeses made fresh in 
our bakery. Caffe latte, cappuccino, break- 
fast and deli sandwiches, desserts, ice 
cream. Open 7 days a week. Bagels and 
spreads at Old Strathcona Farmers Market 
On Sat. $ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439- 
3247) Baking over 400 fresh items daily. 
From bread, bagel and buns to cakes, 
Pastries and pies. In old Strathcona for 46 


years! Cash and cheques only. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic 
Wholegrain Bakery (6519-1115t., 
438-0098) Allergy-free baking. 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 
5924) Artisan bread shop making pain 
au levain (true French sourdough). $-$$ 


Bistro Praha (10168-1004 St., 424- 
4218) The first European café since 
1977 and still the only one. $$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488- 
9188) Located in Old Glenora, offering a 
diverse and eclectic menu in a warm 
and inviting atmosphere. (Check out the 
full menu at cafedeville.com) $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St., 423-0419) 
Offering lunch, dinner and late night 
dining in a relaxed atmosphere for over 
14 years. French style cuisine, seafood, 
steaks. $$-$$$ 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145-104 
St., 425-1824) Creative, comfortable, 
accommodating. Offering a diverse 
menu of fresh French and Italian food in 
a warm and inviting atmosphere. $-$$ 


Dante’s Bistro (17328 Stony Plain Rd., 
486-4448) Enjoy our diverse menu in 
our bistro or on our rooftop patio. $$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 
102 Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426- 
4767) Casual dining in an upscale envi- 
ronment, featuring a unique internation- 
al tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro 
(Seven locations in Edmonton, 478- 
0480) Visit one of our locations and 
enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or sample 
our huge selection of desserts. Daily spe- 
cials available. Exclusive supplier of 
“Rocky Mountain Roasters” custom 
roasted gourmet coffee. Smoking and 
non-smoking. $ 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482- 
7577) Remarkable location, flavour and 
service. Great prices on dishes from 
around the world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 
431-0179) The first European bistro 
since 1996 and still the only one. 
Radegast on tap. Only smoking. $$ 


Nina’s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live 
music Fridays and Saturdays. $-$$ 


‘full dinner menu 4-9pm 
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Riverside Bistro (Thornton Court 
Hotel, 99 St. and Jasper Ave., 945-4747) 
Experience casual but elegant atmos- 
phere with continental flavour and enjoy 
the most magnificent river view. Lunch, 
dinner, Sunday brunch. Reservations rec- 
ommended. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Best cheesecake in town. A 
quiet and romantic atmosphere; candle- 
light at night to warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman’s (#29 Perron St., 
St. Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offer- 
ing appetizers, fresh salads, steaks, 
seafood, pastas. Cappucinos, lattes and 
desserts. $-$$ 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 
488-1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, 
delicious, health-conscious dishes made 
fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom’s Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte 
Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste explosion on 
the other side of the tracks. Let our chefs 
Tom and Christian entertain you for 
lunch, dinner or a late night snack. $-S$$ 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944- 
9603) Designer sandwiches, latte, cap- 
Puccino, great coffee, and fabulous 
desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte 
(10460-82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for 
breakfast, lunch, or for a latte or cap- 
puccino after a night out. Check out our 
patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Bohemia Cyber Café (11012 Jasper 
Ave., 429-3442) Comfortable surround- 
ings, enjoy our array of productivity and 
entertainment software over a chai latte 
or a bowl of Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, 
tortes and crepes. Bakery and pastries. 
Take out catering. Live music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433- 
5138) Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a 
winning medley of culinary delights and 
fresh baked goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428- 
6611) The finest in fusion cooking. Best 
breakfast and lunch buffets in town. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In 


Kitchen open to fam/E Via. ct 


KOREAN 
GINSENG 


Re RESTAURANT 


9261-34 Avenue 11:30 am - 10 pm 
450-3330 Weekend Reservations Recommended 


BEST KOREAN FOOD 
IN EDMONTON 


¢ SPECIAL LUNCH BUFFET « 


25 DIFFERENT DISHES OFFERED 
MON - FRI / $9.95 
SAT, SUN, & HOLIDAYS / $11.95 
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 


° EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFET « 


50 DIFFERENT DISHES OFFERED 
EVERYDAY 5:00 PM / $16.95 


* LICENSED « 
* RELAXING ATMOSPHERE - 
¢ FINE-SERVICE * 
* NO SMOKING » 


Rose 
Bowl 
Pizza 


Restaurant & Lounge 
10111-117 St. © 482-5152 / 482-5253 


TORONTO 
MAPLE 
LEAFS 


MOLSON 


_CANADIAN 


Now Open! The 


Best Patio On Whyte!’ 


Great Food, Great Spirits 
& An Even Better View! 


} 


While You Enjoy, 


A Great Summer 


Follow The Leafs’ 
Quest For The Cup! 


A 
ry, The Newest Beers We Offer! 


Enter To Win 
Starter Kit 


That Includes A Portable BBQ 


Plus A Wooden 


Beer Chest! 


Entry Form On This Page. 
No Purchase Needed. 


FIFA WORLD CUF 


KOREAJAPAN 


England v. Sweden 
England v. Argentina 


-S England v. Nigeria 


Sun., June 2 


Fri., June 7 


Wed., June 12 


We Are Showing The Games Live! 


Ask About Our Special 


Now To Avoid Disappointment 
We Are Reviving The "Spirit of '66" 


JUS I) Jit) 6 We, Jee) 


Match Packages 
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Fantastic Planet 


Buy groceries with 
a clear conscience 
at Planet Organic 
Market 


By DAVID DiCENZO 


en you walk through the 
automatic front doors of 
Planet Organic Market, 


take a hard left and you'll see a liter- 
ature area with information on 
things like recipes, upcoming 
demonstrations and draws for cus- 
tomers. There, on a shelf, also rests 
the CD jacket of the soothing music 
currently emanating throughout the 
store, which today features Brazilian 
guitar tunes. It’s a small touch, one 
indicative of the subtle differences 
between this organic market and the 
multi-aisle super-sized stores that 
most people shop at. There are no 
club cards or surly checkout gals 
here—just high-quality organic food. 

“We are a regular store,” manag- 
er Scott Bladon tells me. “We just 
carry clean products.” 

There's also an obvious cus- 
tomer-friendly approach to business 
here, a necessity when trying to 
attract patrons to a new environ- 
ment. However, technically speak- 
ing, Planet Organic Market is far 
from new. Though this incarnation 
got up and running in January, the 
owners are the same people who ran 
Terra Natural Food Market on 
Whyte Ave since 1993. They simply 
moved into a bigger space (con- 
tributing to doubled sales figures) 
and changed their name while also 
acquiring another location in Victo- 
tia, B.C. The public company, which 
is traded on the CDNX, has more 
markets in store for the future, 
though the Edmonton shop is con- 
sidered the flagship spot and model 
for those still to come. 

“People in our industry have 
come to see that this store is a great 
one,” says co-owner Mark Craft. 

The question is, what exactly is 
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i Age: 
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Summer Will 
We want You To 


Enter To Win A Portable BBQ 
and a Wooden Beer Chest 


Perfect {or Turning 
Summertime Into Party-Time! 


Drop this VUE MAGAZINE ent 
Draw. will be made 


& The Elephant and Castle . On Whyte! 10314-82 Ave. 439-4545 


the organic food industry about? 
Organic food includes items that 
have not been exposed to synthetic 
fertilizers or pesticides, hormones, 
antibiotics or genetic engineering. 
According to some of that useful lit- 
erature at the front of the store, its 
production is based on “an ecological 
balance and humane care for plants, 
animals and people that make up the 
farm environment.” Simply put, 
there’s no toxic gunk on your veg- 
gies, the fowl run free and those ani- 
mals sacrificed for their tasty meat 
are quite literally blessed before they 
meet their maker. No joke. 


The price is (eating) right 


But such a process means inherent 
additional expenses, which are 
reflected in the cost of some items 
but not in others, thanks to the 
increasing purchasing power of the 
Planet Organic Market organization. 
It stands to reason that the bigger 
the operation gets, the cheaper the 
costs will be, Pricetags may be a fac- 
tor for some customers at organic 
markets like this one, but most are 
also there for the better ambience, 
the peace of mind that comes with 
buying environmentally-friendly 
products—not to mention to pick 
up products they need and which 
aren't available elsewhere. 

“There are some things I can get 
here that I can’t get at a regular mar- 
ket,” says Edmontonian Karin 
Adshead, holding a dry egg replace- 
ment product for her allergy-suffer- 
ing son. “There is also a nice 
atmosphere. It is a little pricier.” 

Well, let’s check a few of those 
prices. In the vegetable department, 
the tomatoes are listed at $3.77/Ib., 
which is more than, say, a Safeway. 
Something like an entire free-range 
frozen chicken will run you about $12 
to $15. A 1.89-litre carton of soy milk 
is $4.99 and a dozen eggs go for 


rive... 
e Ready! 


form in the draw box. 
y 30, 2002. 


$3.49. The 25-pound bag of JUicing 
carrots is impressive at $19.99 ,),. 
Peanut Butter Panda Puffs cerea) jo) 

reasonable at $3.99 and the },,); 

dozen large bagels appear to be fai; ,. 
well at $3.19. “There is a lot of 1ut;; 
tional value in the food,” adds 1), 
Fleshman, another manager the sto;.. 


AB&J? 


So you might pay more for ce; 
items—that’s to be expected j; 
specialty outlet. But the varie: 
items alone in this 8,000-square-fio) 
store will make you forget the po 
book (unless you're on a super-ti 
budget, like, oh, writers), The; 
huge selection of gluten-free prod 
ucts, organic cereals, soft drinks 
salts and more teas than you would 
have thought possible. Yes, th: 
peanut butter but there are also mon 
exotic varieties like almond or hazel 
nut butter, a nice alternative in a | 
ditional PBSJ. The natural clean 
products are biodegradab| 
chemical-free, and therefore pose 1 
harm to your family or the enviro: 
ment. Store departments include deii 
(unlike the old Terra store), dairy, 
metics, a bulk section and even a hal 
ery, where breads and such are made 
on premises. Keep an eye out for ser 
inars, demonstrations and cook 
classes (led by instructor Connie 
DeKramer), which are hosted regular 
ly in store—but bear in mind that 
these events are much less frequen 
in the summer. 

Planet Organic Market also has a 
large array of nutraceuticals, though 
you'd best get some advice from a 
healthcare pro (dietitian, hon 
opath, whatever) before sucking bach 
a few bottles of capsules—even the 
invitingly named Ultimate Herbal 
Colon Cleanser. Though the staif at 
the market know their stuff, they 
readily admit that doctors they a1 
not. Whaddya want, the world? ® 


Planet Organic Markel 
7917 Calgary Trail S. * Strathcona 
Town Centre * 433-6807 
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the farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, 
daily specials, European desserts and 
specialty coffees in a smoke free environ- 
ment. $$ 

on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 
ie a58) Open 24 hours on Friday and 
saturday. Plenty of parking. Breakfast and 
junch specials. Come and enjoy our quiet 
and friendly atmosphere $ 
Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414- 
6625) Creative Caribbean cooking in 
casual yet comfortable atmosphere. 
jynch, dinner or late night snacks. Come 
for the food, stay for the party! $-$$ 
Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482- 
7166) Friendly staff, home-like atmos- 
phere, fireplace. Light breakfast, lunch 
or night-time snack. $ 


Expressionz Café, Market & Meeting 
Place (9142-118 Ave., 471-9125) 
Hemestyle cooking in a friendly and cre- 
ative atmosphere. Live music, artists gift- 
shop, special events. Licensed. $ 


jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St., 
488-1553) Good home-style cooking in 
a relaxed environment. Smokers always 
welcome. $ 


La Piazza (10458 Whyte Ave., 433-3512) 
Speciality and European coffee, breakfast, 
buns and bagels, homemade soups, sand- 
wiches, bagel melts, lasagna. $ 

Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930- 
4060) Fast, fun and for the family. 
Featuring daily breakfast, lunch and din- 
ner buffet and a delightful a la carte 
menu, Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar 
(8211-111 St., 433-4390) Great eats 
and drinks in a comfortable atmosphere. 
Daily liquor and food specials. Open till 
midnight. Catering. $ 

NetWerks Internet / New Media 
Cafe (8128-103 St., 909-5871 

Gourmet, fresh sandwiches made to 


order. Smoking $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café 
(11010-51 Ave., 437-7718) South Indian 
cuisine, vegetarian menu, sandwiches 
and soups for under $3.99. Fruit and 
vegetable juice bar. Non-smoking. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488- 
1505) The original tea café. Huge selec- 
tion of premium loose tea. Sit, sip and 
savour! Great gift ideas, awesome desserts 
and light lunches. Non-smoking. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433- 
8369) The esoteric and eclectic café. Full 
espresso bar, fresh baking daily. Daily 
hot specials. Live entertainment Friday 
nights. $-$$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 
201, 10150 Jasper Ave.,426-3791) 
Muffins and pastries freshly made at our 
on-site bakery. Non-smoking. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451- 
1039) Come and try our Fresh Fruit 
Bubble Drink in our eclectic atmos- 
phere. Variety of specialty coffees, 
mouthwatering desserts, homemade 
soups and sandwiches made fresh 
when ordered. Open until 2 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. Smoking. $$ 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
460-8772) Worth the drive to sample 
some of the best jambalaya and gumbo 
in the province. $$ 

Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style 
diner on Whyte Ave. Smoking. $$ 
Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cooking 
from the bayou and great atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $$ 
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Barb & Ernie's (9906-72 Ave., 433- 
3242) One of the best Mom and Pop 
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Before the long weekend celebration starts! 
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Jasper Avenue 
454-9928 


DAY BASH! 


io PARTY, 9. & 
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Receive one FREE Cherry Pie 
(Valued at $5.25) with a $10 purchase 
(offer expires May 30, 2002. We accept cheques & cash only) 


Purchase one menu item and 
receive the second item of 
equal or lesser value ... 


Piette: 


VALUE 
$6.00 
www.fifendekel.com 
= 10646-170 St. * 12028-149St. + 3464-995t (drive thru only) 


*coupon expires: May 16, 2002 
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SEE te Maybe it's the samosas that sent 6 Soups * Thai - 
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operations in the city. $$ 

Billiards Club (2 ff. 10505-82 Ave., 
432-0335) Rack ‘em up and chow down, 
with heaps of burgers and mugs of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975-Calgary 
Trail South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, 
cocktails. Upscale dining serving many 
grilled Canadian specialties. Private din- 
ing room, restaurant, lounge and two 
outdoor patios create Edmonton's most 
sought-after destination. $$$ 

David's Restaurant & Lounge (8407 
Argy! Rd., 468-1167) Featuring AAA 
Alberta beef and a great patio. $$ 
Denny’s (multiple locations) More 
than a great breakfast. Open 24 hours. 
Licensed. $-$$ 


Devlin’s (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now 
serving lunch specials. All soup and sand- 
wich combos for $6.95. Also half price 
happy hour on drinks and food daily. $ 
Fife n’Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 
10646-170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 
St., 454-5503) Best sandwich award 
winners in the Vue Weekly 2000 Golden 
Fork Awards. Non-smoking. $$ 
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TORY 


PANY. 
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The Garage Burger Bar and Grill 
(10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home- 
made burgers with daily lunch specials 
at student-friendly prices. Smoking. $ 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave., 
433-0993) Wholesome and health-con- 
scious. Known for their tasty veggie 
burgers. Non-smoking. $$ 


Keegan's Restaurant (8709-109 St. & 
12904-97 St., 439-8934) Open 24 hours 
every day. Breakfast served all day. 
Affordable homestyle meals. $ 


Larry's Café (6, 10015-82 Ave., 414- 
6040) Best breakfasts and lunches on 
the south side. Cheap prices! Open till 
3:30 p.m. daily. $ 

Loule’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 
431-0897) In-store fresh baked bread. 
Soups and salads. Catering business and 
social lunches or dinners. $ 


The Motoraunt (12406-66 St., 477- 
8797) Extraordinary food in an extraor- 
dinary place. $ 


Precinct 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 
432-5550) Red eye breakfast, 
Wednesday wing night, Sunday smorg, 
homemade cooking. Licensed, Happy 
hour, smoking. $ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-101 St., 
423-3499) Nothing fancy, but sensible 


Best service 

Sports bar 

‘Best Patio 
‘Name: 

' Address: 


Best ReESTaUrRants: 


» Beer list ee SS 
¢ When you only have $10____—— 
e Late night /all night ____—— 
Weekend brunch _—___$__———— 


Phone # (daytime): 


home cooking without the frills, Non-sro), 
ing restaurant with smoking lounge. § 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983 
#100, 10130-103 St., 424-8657) Rea) 
food, real fast. Terrific Italian dishes 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from 
scratch. Call ahead for reservations 
Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's 
(10505-82 Ave., 439-8594) We invit, 
you in for daily and monthly specials, , 
well as happy hour from 4-8 pm 
(www.squirespub.com) $ 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chill g., 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, 
Commerce Place, 466-5062) A Canad 
fresh food company, serving the be 
soups, stews and chilis by Canyon ( 
Soup Company. No MSG or preserva 
tives. Non-smoking. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963 , 
Country fresh foods for lunch, dinn« 
breakfast. Antiques, local arts and « 
and unique gifts to browse around 
Breakfast and lunch $; dinner $-$$ No; 
smoking. 

Temptationz Night Club (1004 
St., 441-9944) Our kitchen opens for 
business at 11:00 am and is open un 
7:00 pm. We have great opengrill fc 
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as well as pastas and Carribean cuisine 
via NJOY catering. $$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 
432-0480) Over 17 years of operating a 
fine dining establishment in a newly ren- 
vated building. Non-smoking. $555 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439-3388) 
For lunch, dinner or late night fare, experi- 
ence wholesome homemade burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 
488-0955) Serves homemade gourmet 
dishes prepared by red seal chefs on 
site. Specializing in prime rib, seafood, 
pasta and stirfries. Non-smoking. $$ 


Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428- 
0584) Great food, great service and 
great non-smoking atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House 
(10212-96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ 
rollers choice. Try a spicy long donut 
with rice roll or a curried chicken platter, 
washed down with a fine sago concoc- 
tion. Smoking. $ 


Genghis Grill (10080 jasper Ave., 424- 
6197) “A Mongolian food experience.” 
Soon opening dinner café. $ 


Man's Café (12520-118 Ave., 452- 
3672) A super stop for a variety of tasty 
treats. Make sure to try the Oriental stir- 
fry. Smoking. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 
428-3388) The classiest Chinese restau- 
rant in Edmonton. Smoking. $$ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422- 
6862) The best dim sum in Edmonton. 
Non-smoking. $$ 

Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 


Ave., 487-6868) Authentic Chinese and 
Thai cuisine, Rice and noodle dishes, 


meat entrées, appetizers, desserts. $$ 


Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484- 
8883) Delicious selection of authentic 
Szechuan dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 


Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 
424-6182) Wide selection of dishes from 
kiwi mussels to blackened catfish or mini 
rack of lamb, $$ 


David's (8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on 
the south of the town. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 


Franklin's Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467- 
1234) All-day breakfast and a great 
selection of all your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 
1709) 20 years old but under new man- 
agement. Also lounge and games room. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$$. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930- 
4062) Casual dining in an elegant 
atmosphere, extensive menu for lunch 
and dinner, best Sunday brunch, 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century 
old fieldstone walls create a cozy atmos- 
phere in which to enjoy a variety of 
dishes or relax during happy hour 4-6 
p.m. Smoking. $$-$$$ 


Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St.,421- 
1326) Whether you like succulent steak, 
decadent eggs Benedict in the morning 
or late night chicken wings, the 
Sidetrack Café kitchen will do it for you. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 

Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484- 
0821) Enjoy a fine dining experience 
with gourmet dishes prepared by our 
award-winning chefs. Non-smoking. $$$ 
Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433- 
4202) Continental-style bistro with good 


variety of dishes and pizza, stirfries, 
pasta and more. Non-smoking. $$ 


Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 


430-8267) Try the best East India has 
to offer. $-$5 


Jaipur (3005-66 St., 414-1600) A small 
establishment with great cuisine. $$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of this 
world, Designed to capture the excite- 
ment and glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining rooms. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 
Saskatchewan Dr., 433-3804) Cooking 
at its best from the subcontinent with a 
great panoramic river valley view. 
Smoking. No minors. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., 
Canada Place (Food Court), 425-0193) 
Veg and non-veg curries with choice 
herbs, the secret to the intoxicating 
flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 
433-7432) Enjoy excellent European cui- 
sine in an elegant yet comfortable 
atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Madison's Grill (Union Bank Inn, 
10053 Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique 
historical building; upscale regional cui- 
sine with a European influence. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 
Ave., 455-7677) Try Russian dishes like 
borscht and meat dumplings in the warm 
atmosphere and listen to Russian music. 
Non-smoking. Lunch §. Dinner $$. 


The Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 


Ave., 426-0000) Romantic, quiet restau- 
rant in the heart of downtown. Best 
cheesecake in town. European and 
Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings daily. 
Non-smoking and smoking. $$-$$$ 


The Blue Pear (10643-123 St., 482- 
7178) Open Weds-Sat. The Blue Pear 
serves a French style five course prix fixe 
menu that changes every two weeks. 
The current menu can be viewed at 
www.thebluepear.com. Reservations are 
highly recommended. $$$ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) 
A rare establishment where the alchemy 
of the surroundings, food, drink and 
service combine to create something 
approaching the art of living well. $$$ 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Fine French cuisine. 
Entertainment on Friday and Saturday. 
Non-smoking. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420- 
6656) Award-winning Edmonton institu- 
tion without haute price. Non-smoking. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416-82 Ave., 
437-4239) Come and try our traditional 
French cuisine at an affordable price in a 
unique setting. Patio now open. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Normand’s (11639A jasper Ave., 482- 
2600) Whether you're craving a wild 
mushroom soup or have an appetite for 
wild game, we can fill your needs. It’s a 
country-French fare with an Alberta 
accent. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr., 
119 St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton’s finest 
Greek restaurant. Open for dinner at 5 
p.m. $$-$$$ 


It’s All Greek to Me (10127-100A St., 
Rice Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious 


spanakopita with fine Greek wines 
Beautiful Greek atmosphere. Smoking. $$ 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St, 
next to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The 
most authentic Greek food in 
Edmonton, prepared by the original 
Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 
Ave., 2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative 
Greek cuisine in a beautiful open set- 
ting overlooking Whyte Ave. Non- 
smoking. $-$$ 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 
(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the 
Greek islands in Edmonton. Smoking in 
the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444- 
82 Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek 
food, belly dancing, and the friendly 
staff create a fun and boisterous atmos- 
phere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Ceill’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A 
great variety of pub food and drinks 
Smoking. $-$$ 


The Druld (11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 

9928) The best pub food, drinks and 

Industry night in Edmonton. Features 
authentic Irish entrées and daily junch 
specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O’Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte 
Ave. 414-6766) We serve a variety 
pub food, all hand-made with care and 
pride. From our homemade fish ‘n 
chips to our near-famous Irish breakfast 
Our menu changes daily, so please 
come in and indulge in the experie 
Smoking. $-$$ 


Scruffy Murphy’s Irish Pub 
(Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St 
1717) Traditional Irish fare plus pub 
favourites. Half-price appetizers during 
happy hour. Smoking. $-$$ 
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Edmonton, AB. T5J 1L7 
FAX: 426-2889 
email: fork@vue.ab.ca 


Absolutely Fabio’s 


You won't look like 
restaurant’s 
namesake if you 
eat too much of 
their hefty fare 


ever. Our soccer team had just been 
drubbed afid I needed some food 
and beer to get my mind off it. 
Oddly enough, I was looking for 
something remotely healthy—we 
had concluded in our postgame dis- 
cussion/bitch session that fitness was 
a real sore spot with the squad—but 
the best I probably could’ve hoped 
for from the tabletop menu was the 
deep-fried zucchini sticks. 

Screw it, I figured. I went with 
Fabio’s piéce de résistance, the 
combo plate featuring ribs, wings 
and chicken fingers (for $12). The 


So restaurants 


better half went with her standard 
choice whenever we hit a place 
that has roadhouse fare—the ever- 
popular cheeseburger ($7). But this 
was no regular patty. While Kate 
was off washing her hands, the 
server/barkeep told me, “I think I 
forgot to mention to her how big 
the burger was.” “Okay,” I won- 
dered, “how large can the thing 
be?” Huge was a much better adjec- 
tive to describe it—the burger that 
arrived at our table clocked in at 
the half-pound mark and made me 
recall a pearl of wisdom a friend 


once {Uys to me: “Never eat 


anything bigger than your head.” I 
have to say, I was literally shocked 
by its dimensions. 


Platter up! 


Between the burger (which came 
with really good wedge fries) and my 
combo plate, we had most of the 
major Alberta food groups covered— 
beef, pork and chicken. And my pony 
jug of draft made sure we had the 
grain category covered as well. Sitting 
in the humble surroundings of a 
neighbourhood pub likely known 
more for its karaoke then its kitchen, 
I found it ironic that the food was 
served on oval, silver platters—actual- 
ly, a pretty interesting method of 
presentation. In fact, at the Bocuse 
d'Or, a high-end international chef's 
competition, the completed meals are 
served on massive silver platters, 
where they are judged by the world’s 
most sensitive palates. 

Not that my rib/chicken combo 
would be in the running as a poten- 
tial recipe. The only disappointing 
thing about my order was that I had 
mistakenly assumed the ribs would 
be a small rack and turned out to be 
of the dry, nugget-shaped variety. 
Nevertheless, I was plenty starving 
and happy simply to have some 
decent food in front of me. Sure, my 


insides were screaming for vege, 
tion, but you have to work with wha; 
you've got. One more thing: th, 
wings were great. I haven’t com, 
across many good wing joints j,, 
Edmonton, so these ones, whic} 
came sans sauce but had a lot of spic, 
seasoning nonetheless, surprised me 


All hail the Queen 


As for Fabio’s itself, you have to lov: 
these little neighbourhood retreay 
where you can just pop in and talk 
bullshit with your fellow regular 
over a game of stick, a draft and 
meal. Old music is constant}, 
pumping out of the jukebox and 
one point, I heard a guy singinp 
right along with David Lee Roth 
Kate joined in immediately ther 
after when “Bohemian Rhapsody 
came on. Perhaps the funniest thins 
I saw in the place was not the row 
of VLTs but the signage right next to 
them—a series of ads for those in 
need of help with gambling addi: 
tions. Talk about responsible. “Go 
ahead and mess yourself up on th« 
VLT—then let us tell you where to 
get fixed.” 

But would Fabio approve? © 


Fabio's Place 
10b25 51 Ave * 434-5666 


restaurant advertising with this By DAVID DICENZO 
symbol wants to be considered by : 
our readers when they vote for Vue Y: elena: Tae don’t 
Weekiy' Golden Fork Awards. you? He was the hunky, pec- 
= a OF flashing Neanderthal that 
to be announced on May 23/02 ! ; : 
: : shed new light on the rigours of the 
The ballot will be published in the grueling romance-novel cover- 
May 2..9 and 16 issues. It asks model business. Women actually 
you to vote for Edmonton’s best in loved this guy—yet another reason 
our Fourth Annual Reader's Mi a tees peptic yea 
i hey, you have to give Fab credit— 
Choice Awards for 40 best he’s somehow extended his 15 min- 
food categories. utes of fame with a few cameos in 
So, walch for the symbal and recent flicks like Zoolander and the 
sample the best of Edmonton's masterful Dude, Where’s My Car? 
restaurants before you vote. There It came as no surprise that the 
are great prizes to be won by clientele at Fabio’s Place, on S1 
readers who participate. Ave by Southgate Mall, looked noth- 
Z ing like the long-haired Italian who 
g is 
FREE FOOD! graces the SeA6 of pee! paper- 
backs. No, the Miami-Vice-on- 
To make it even more exciting and steroids style sensibility was absent 
easier for you and your friends to from this small group of local regu- 
taste test the fare of some of lars, most of whom congregated at 
establishme, ; the bar exchanging stories over a few 
te tfical ee bcd fob “ey bevvies. I wasn’t there to chat, how- 
the city’s best places for eats. FDISH WEEKLY WEEKLY I 
ae our a seid a Continued from previous page 
and phone number and the words ITALIAN 
Free Food” At P five f Allegro Italian Kitchen (1001-109 
maybe more, will be chosen to St., 424-6644) Italy comes to 
receive gift certificates worth at Edmonton, with great atmosphere and 
even better food. $ 
least $20 and redeemable at anes ee 
4 ino’s ian Restaurant (9914-89 
one of our citys great food Ave., 433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton’s 
establishments. best-kept secrets. Smoking. $$ 
vu EVVEEKLY Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice back- 
10303 108 Street drop in establishment offering the best 


pasta selections in town. $$ 


Eastside Marlo’s (2104-99 St, 488-8938) 
All you can ask for in Italian cuisine. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715- 109 St., 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restaurant 
off campus. Non-smoking. $ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 
St., 426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a 
song, featuring Giovanni himself when 
he breaks into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


Il Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with fresh 
imaginative dishes. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas such 
as fettuccine Alfredo to dishes such as 
steak Diane. Non-smoking.$$ 


Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. 
Albert Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) 
Delicious homemade Italian food $$ 


La Spiga (10133-125 St., 482-3100) In 


the heart of High Street. $$$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220- 
103 St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of 
spaghetti served with our patented 
thick, tasty sauce. Non-smoking. $$ 
Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine 
Italian family restaurant. Non-smoking. $$ 
Piccolino Bistro (9112-142 St., 443- 
2110) Beautiful, uncomplicated Italian 
fare in an appealing environment. $$ 
Sicilian Pasta Kitchen(11239 Jasper 
Ave., 488-3838; 805 Saddleback Rd., 
435-3888) Two great locations, one mis- 
sion. Great Italian cuisine, $$ 
Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) 
In the heart of Little Italy, serves delicious 
authentic Italian fare. Non-smoking. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (1061 2-82 
Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic 


Italian cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, piz 
zas, calzones, pasta, sandwiches and 
entrées. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


That’s Aroma (11010-101 St,, 425- 
7335) The garlic specialists, offering fine 
Italian cuisine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & 
Winery (4804 Calgary Trail South, 702 
2060) Pasta by day, party by night! 
Edmonton’s hottest new restaurant for 
delicious and affordable pasta. Smoking 
in the lounge. $$ 


Tony Roma’‘s (11730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
1971) Great barbecue chicken and ribs 
with lots of food on your plate. Non- 
smoking. $$ 

Zenari’s on Ist (10117-101 St., 425- 
6151) Enjoy eclectic Italian food in an 
intimate funky atmosphere. Dinner or 
drinks, featuring live jazz every weekend 


‘Shaved Alberta beet, sauthed mushrooms and onions loaded 


simple creative food 


5 course meals, Open Wednesday to Saturday 
view our menu at www.thebluepear.com 
a Pu 


pear / 


Formerly L’Anjou Restaurant 10643- 


reservations recommended 


23 Street 482-1178 


onto a toasted sub bun. Comes with a rich consommé 
for dipping. $7.95 


THE CONDUCTOR’S GRI 


vespuicnl aareee otal tacactaeriens ‘Shaved roast beet sauteed peppers onions then topped with 
tomato and Cheddar on thick sliced Texas toast. $7.95 a be: be hind 


TUNA MELT 


© A teést on an oid classic! Tune salad layered on 2 siced focaccia, 


‘An open face originall Focaccia topped with hummus, marinated 


comes wih Monterey and cheddar cheeses and lightly broted. $7.95 
‘giles veggies and fresh Roma tomatoes $7.95. 


CHICKEN QUESADILLA 
A giled four tortita stutied win seasoned breast of chicken, 
Sauited mushrooms, onion, peppers and a mix of Montarey n griied fo your 
and Cheddar Served wath salsa & sour cream. $8.95 Gren “Side” se, cauies mushrooms and gr Wat $9.95 


ALCL i above sored wih a choles of toup, Hes. tossed or Costar sata 
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GOUDEN FORK AWARDS 
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15277-1130 st. 472-7696 
Park 'N Ride 


Every Eskimo Game 


NEW PATIO NOW OPEN 
Come Down and Join Us For 
oe one SCRE 


eak and lobs! 
Pints of Beer The Freshest 
$3.95 


Seafood Available, 
at Prepared. 
a 


House Highballs 


House Wine 


HAP a9 ; HOT bs 
MO 
SUNDAY fe Dat 


Aied ={ele) 4 
yous SPACE 11620- 104 St, 482-4677 
CALL 426-1996 5) 421-4677 


Empire Building 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
. 425-6151 


* a minimum charge 
will opply 


Geer May 17"... 
rN Tacle-halelas 
Sate 


NOW OPEN 
SUNDAY NIGHTS 
5 pm - 10 pm__ 


For more info 
and menu, log onto: 
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shits 
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May 24 & 25 
3 Days Wiser 


4926-98" Ave / 440-2233 
es from anywhere!" 


10030-107 St. 
For reservations call: 


pH: 423-1511 
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Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) 
Cozy restaurant featuring a choice selec- 
tion of meals from the Land of the 
Rising Sun. Non-smoking. $$ 


Kyoto (10128-109 St., 420-1750; 8701- 
109 St., 414-6055) A varied selection of 
sushi & entreés. Try our tatami rooms. $$ 


Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The 
oldest Japanese restaurant in Edmonton 
for a good reason. Non-smoking. $ 


Nagano Japanese Cuisine (10080-178 
St., 487-8900) Authentic Japanese food. 
Extensive menu choices from sushi toi 
pan fried dumplings and teriyaki beef or 
chicken. Open for lunch and dinner. $$ 


Korean Bul-Go-Gi (8813-92 St., 466- 
2330) Authentic Korean style barbeque. 
Licensed & take-out. $$ 


Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club 
(10816-95 St., 425-5338) Great Latino 
food! Great-Latino music! Open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 
3 p.m.. Free tango lessons on Thursdays. $ 


Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 
436-8080) Multiple-award winning 
restaurant and menu. Authentic 
Lebanese cuisine offered in an elegant 
atmosphere. Large extensive wine list 
with rare Lebanese and French classics. 
Reservations recommended. $$-$$$ 


SWsleyecineys! 
o)ihames lets) 


Sahara Sands (8120-101 St., 433- 
3337) Try the best of Lebanese and 
Meditarranean food. $$ 


Tropika (6004 Calgary Trail S., 439- 
6699) Malaysian cuisine with eclectic 
style served for lunch & dinner. $$ 


Valentino’s Restaurant (Bourbon 
Street, West Edmonton Mall, 444-3344) 
Valentino's offers great food. Steaks, 
gourmet pizzas and pasta, with a touch 
of Mediterranean cuisine. Smoking and 
non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


Edmonton Journal four-star rating. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Frankii;), 
Inn, 2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood 
Park. 467-1234) “More than worth the 
trip.” Sherwood Park's best pizza for 
over 15 years. Unbelievable daily spe- 
cials to complement our full menu! $-55 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430 
4777) Multiple-award winning. Same 
owner/operator since 1986. Serving up 
Edmonton’s finest pizza, Lebanese salad 
and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 


World-famous pizza since 1970. Mac 
with fresh ingredients and no preserva 
tives. Try our Popeye—it’s our speciality 
We also offer small dishes for individua! 
Non-smoking. $ 


Jullo’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431- 
0774) Hearty dishes in a trendy neigh- 
bourhood, perfect for your next fiesta. 
Non-smoking. $ 


The Mongolia k Grill a 0104-109 St, 
420-0037) Fun, creative Mongolian bar- 
beque. You select the meats and vegeta- 
bles, we'll prepare them. $$ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 
9312) Quality French breads and pas- 
tries. Also serving sandwiches, quiches 
and specialty coffee. Non-smoking. $ 


eet caw 
mane Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 10835- 
Jasper Ave., 17104-90 Ave., 433- 
FUNK(3863)) Best Pizza, Edmonton 
Journal Summer Reader Survey, 1996-99; 
Golden Fork Award, 1999-2000; 


Riverside 
Bistro 


Sunday Brunch On Now 


11 am - 2 pm «A la Carte * Complimentary Valet Parking 
Reservations Re 


ended 


Billy Budd's Lounge (99 St. & Argyle 
Road, 436-0439) We offer an extensive 
food menu, 5 draft lines and a large sel 
tion of beer favorites. For entertainment \ 
have 3 pool tables, darts, 7 VLT’s and a big 
screen TV. Smoking and non-smoking. $5 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-46 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different 
types of beer brewed on site. Brewery 
tours available. Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 s 
& Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre, 3rd Level 
West Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) 
Your comfort spot, with a great selection 
of British favourites—appetizers, burger 
salads and of course the finest British and 
Canadian beer and single-malt Scotch 
Smoking in the lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield 
Inn & Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy 
after-hours entertainment. ‘60s-’80s mus 
at its very best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 
424-7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom marti 
nis, 15+ single-malt Scotch collection 
evening steak sandwich specials and 


Nona Bumanis: 


Ward tel dks: (ifs SOE 
a) 


Oye Pileenicei Meelis 
99th Street & Jasper Ave 


945°4747 


selection of craft beers all in an environ- 
ment conducive to relaxation! Non- 
smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan's Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 
42-4446) Great food, large servings and 
value for Money. Smoking. $ 

olby’s (1066-156 St., 448-2255) 
ae eclectic pub fare. Sandwiches, 
wings, appetizers. $ 

Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 
Ave., 471-3526) Edmonton's only 
Caribbean and continental sports bar. 
Featuring 11 flavours of wings and the best 
jerk chicken in the city. Daily specials. Sun, 
Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; Wed: karaoke; 
Fri; Caribbean Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465- 
7931) Our comfortable pub offers darts, 
pool tables coupled with a cozy fireplace 
in a relaxing setting. Sunday we offer 
happy hour all day, plus free pool. Non- 
smoking restaurant, smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012- 
101A Ave,, 8770-170 St., 10341-82 
Ave., 5004-98 Ave.) For a taste of the 
good old times, come on in and try our 
British and continental menu. Recently 
revised with nearly 20 new dishes, we'll 
have something to tempt your taste- . 
buds! Daily specials also offered. $-$$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 
Ave., 433-7800) We are open for lunch 
and dinner and fun all the time. Pizza is 
our specialty. Prices and fun can’t be 
beat! Smoking. $ 


Yabbo's Boneyard/ The Library 
(11113-87 Ave., 439-4981) Our special- 
ty is Saturday and Sunday brunch. We're 
open for lunch, dinner and after work, 
to unwind and have fun. Smoking.$ 
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Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433- 
0091; 5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) 
Our chefs prepare the freshest seafood 
in town. Lunch and dinner seven days a 
week. Patio, licensed. $$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen’s Grotto (9624- 
76 Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish and 
seafood, featuring the seafood lover's 
feast for two. Brunch, lunch and dinner. 
Non-smoking. $$$ 


La Tapa Restaurante & Tapa Bar 
(10523-99 Ave., 424-8272) The only 


Tapa bar in Edmonton! Delicious cuisine ~ 


from Spain in a casual atmosphere. 
Specializing in paella and sangria, 24 
tapas available. Great menu. The only 
Place to go for a taste of Spain. Smoking 
in the basement lounge. $$ 


Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St., 429-3055) 
One block north of the Legislative 
Building, this contemporary restaurant 
specializes in Alberta beef and seafood. 
Other choices include pasta dishes, 
lamb, buffalo, veal and fresh fish. The 
wine list offers a fine selection of wines 
by the glass or bottle. $$$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 
Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its best 
and great seafood too. Smoking. $$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) 
Great steaks in a great atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) 
The Beefeater’s steakhouse. Smoking in 
the lounge. $$-$$$ 


BanThal (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Awarded certificate of authenticity by the 
Royal Thai Government with an atmos- 
phere to match. Non-smoking. $$ 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 
482-2277) Thailand’s distinct authentic 
Cuisine of the new stylish restaurant in 
downtown Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and 1 (8208-107 St., 433- 
2222) The King is back! Amazing selec- 
tion of dishes-spicy and flavourful. Good 
enough for the Rollirig Stones. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 


Krua Wilal Thal Restaurant (Sterling 
Pl., 9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks 
from Bangkok offer you the best and 

most authentic Thai food in Edmonton. 
Vegetarian menu available. Smoking. $$ 


Thai Orchid Restaurant (4005 
Gateway Blvd., 438-3344) Serving 
authentic Thai cuisine from Spm- 
9:30pm. Western breakfast & lunch 
served from 7:30-2pm. Non-smoking. $$ 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 Ave., 454- 
7880) Pyrogies and cabbage rolls just 
like Baba used to make. Non-smoking. $ 


Max's Light Cuisine (7809-109 St, 432- 
6241) Great vegetarian dishes including 
delicious vegan entreés and desserts. $ 


Bach Dang (7908-109 St, 448-0288) 
Vietnamese noodle house. Non-smoking. $ 
Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 
St., 448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese 
food in a family-oriented environment. $ 


Tran Tran (1664 Bourbon St., WEM, 


440-0070) In the heart of WEM, great 
Vietnamese food. $$ 
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live jazz 
9:00pni start 
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dawn chubai 


edmonton city centre 102 ave entrance 
call for reservations ph. 426-4RMS (4767) 
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f with your hostess sireena and dj eddie lunchpail 
every friday at lush in the velvet underground 


$1.50 highballs & $2.50 domestic beer until 11 


7/7724 


10030 - 102 streei 18+ id required 
www.undergroundtridays.com 
info: 780.424.2851 
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Satanic Surfers 
made Sweden 
synonymous with 

punk a decade ago 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


couple of years or so, if you 
A the average young 

Canadian about Swedish 
exports, they’d surely mention the 
name of some hockey star. But with 
the rising success of bands like 
Raised Fist, Millencolin, the (Inter- 
national) Noise Conspiracy and 
Refused, there may be a few answers 
of “punk” if you posed them that 
question today. 

Yes, that cold Scandinavian 
nation has become a hotbed for 
punk rock. The land that gave us 
Tommy Salo is now home to one of 
the most-hyped musical hotbeds on 
the planet. The Satanic Surfers— 
who formed way back in 1989—can 
boast that they are the trailblazers of 
the scene. It’s a mantle they are sure 
to retain with the release of their 
brand new disc, Unconsciously Con- 
fined, on which the band takes its 
melodic punk sound and marries it 
with socially-conscious lyrics. 

“) think it’s something that we 
are such a small nation and yet so 
many people are paying attention to 
the bands,” says Surfers guitarist 
Magnus Blixtberg, “I think after the 
U.S. and England, there is more 
written about Swedish bands than 
anyone else. We take a look at see 
that there is so much being written 
about 59 Times the Pain, the Hives 
and the (International) Noise Con- 
spiracy, and Millencolin is bigger 


than ever.” 

And why is Sweden such a great 
place for fast, heavy music? “With 
the long winters, there’s not much 
else to do than drink beer, start a 
band—and play hockey,” Blixtberg 
deadpans. “Singer Rodrigo Alfaro] 
formed the band back in 1989; not 
many of the Swedish bands were 
around then. Wow, I guess it means 
we're getting old.” 


Unconscious collective 


While the music of the Surfers 
(Alfaro, Blixtberg, guitarist Fredrik 
Jacobsen, bassist Mattias Blixtberg 
and new drummer Martin Svens- 
son) has become more pop-friendly 
and less aggressive over the years, 
the band’s lyrics have become edgi- 
er; while Unconsciously Confined 
offers some laid-back fun in songs 


like the breezy “The Sing-Along 
Summer-Song,” there are also plen- 
ty of tunes that ask fans to cut back 
on the partying and think about 
the world they live in. On “Don’t 
Let Silence Be an Option,” the band 
takes a stance on globalization, 
while “Up For Sale” warns about 
the evils of the record business and 
“Thoughts, Words, Action” is a ral- 
lying cry for Surfers fans to become 
politically active. 

“Fredrik is the most political guy 
in the band; he’s the one who goes 
to demonstrations and stuff like 
that,” says Blixtberg. “After the first 
couple of albums, when we realized 
how many people were listening to 
our music, we decided that we could 
actually write songs with some 


meaning, not just songs about drink 
ing beer, which we’d done up t 
then. So we do try and be thought- 
ful, but at the same time keep a lot 
of fun in the music too. We jusi 
want to get people to think. S« 
many bands write really bad lyrics 
we want to put a little effort into it 


Wherever you go, Alfaro 


If knowledge is the evil that Satan 
bequeathed to mankind when he 
convinced Eve to bite into the 
apple, the Surfers’ name is an apt 
one, But, as Blixtberg says, the band 
has its fun side, too—a facet that’s 
come to the forefront with Alfaro’s 
move to full-time singer. Previously, 
he had split duties as vocalist and 
drummer, and the band’s live show 
suffered as their leadman was stuck 
behind the kit. The band drafted 
Svensson, who worked at the 
Surfers’ label, Bad Taste, to take over 
as the man on the skins. Now, 
Alfaro is front-and-centre onstage. 

“It has definitely been a change, 
especially to the live setting,” says 
Blixtberg. “But it has really taken 4 
lot of pressure off of Rodrigo. Drum 
ming and singing at the same time- 
it’s a lot of work. We didn’t know 
how he did it for so long. The thing 
was, Rodrigo couldn’t really relax 
and have fun during the show.” 

So, when you look at the new 
releases in the punk section of the 
record store and marvel at all the 
Swedish acts on sale, remember the 
Satanic Surfers; they've been carry- 
ing the blue-and-gold flag for over 
a decade. © 


Satanic Surfers 
With Belvedere, Nevertheless and the 
Johnsons # The Rey # Tue, May 2! 


7AM MAY 16-may 22, 2002 


sok an eclectic mixture of classical 
ic to drag this columnist out of her 
yard in the best gardening weather 


re jazz, rock and world beat than 
sical, but the appeal was universal. A 
bup of musician-composers with the 
and talent of Mobius needn't fit 
prescribed categories anyway. The 
ert was also a faculty recital by Don 
t and his “blazing guitar.” Fellow 
ulty member Bill Damur, who gave 
fet’s instrument the epithet, also 
ys a fairly blazing flute. Other group 
mbers are Don Bradshaw (playing 
s in all imaginable forms) and Dan 
kun (the latest recruit) on drums. 


pming performance of Haydn's Cre- 
bn at the Winspear Centre on May 
Anyone wanting to get back at this 
mnist may note she’s part of Cre- 
on's mass choir. And her opinions 
ut the technique and uniformity of 
er choruses have come home to 
st, as she fantasizes about what will 
doubt be her only Winspear per- 
mance. Has anyone ever fallen out of 
choir during a performance, broken 
e| during an entrance, dropped a 
e on the head of someone in the 
ahead? Even at rehearsals, choris- 
are in danger of being so entranced 
the soloists they forget to sing 
mselves. How much greater the 
iptation will be at the actual concert! 


amoureux, director of the Cante- 
is Canada Intermediate Children’s 
bir and Chorale, who unite with 
Concordia Community Choir, the 
onton Christian Male Choir and a 
independent choristers for the 
ormance, has no such fears. He's 
illed with the event, for, he says, 
antata is “not so much a work of 
85 a work of faith [that was what 
composer intended] and the con- 
Ors have faith in the choristers 
ithe score,” 


his is not “blind” faith, however. 


Lamoureux and Joy Berg, director of 
the Concordia choir, have worked 
together before in choral workshops in 
rural Alberta, He considers her a “good 
friend and good mentor.” The two have 
a similar philosophy about what they 
want to do. Lamoureux’s motto is “Peo- 
ple who are immersed in music emerge 
musicians.” Because he believes in 
inclusivity and that with commitment 
anyone can sing, he doesn’t hold audi- 
tions for Cantemus Canada. 

The choir began five or six years 
ago as Children for Music; it was the 
parents’ decision to extend it to form 
an adult component. Though the 
choir is inclusive, there’s no lowering 
of standards; Lamoureux has “big 
expectations” for all his choristers. 
After all, he says, “Music is a sacra- 
ment.” He hopes the mass choir per- 
formance will be a yearly tradition. It 
is a dream come true. 

! Coristi Chamber Choir also 
believes in dreams coming true. Imme- 
diately after its last Edmonton concert 
of the year, Seasonal Landscapes on 
May 11, it embarked on its first tour, to 
Hamilton, London and Stratford, 
Ontario. The tour culminates in Toron- 
to at Podium 2002, the national con- 
ference of the Association of Canadian 
Choral Composers. This is a biennial 
event, and choirs perform by invitation. 

Peter Malcolm, a founding mem- 
ber of | Coristi who also sings with Pro 
Coro Canada, speaks warmly of the 
former choir. They compare very well 
with Pro Coro, he says, in spite of the 
fact that one-third of the chorus start- 
ed in September. Director Debra 
Cairns is a stickler for detail, he says, 
who “specializes in subtlety.” The 
choir is also involved in the communi- 
ty, asking for food bank donations at 
every performance and doing a dress 
rehearsal performance of every con- 
cert at a nearby seniors’ residence. 
Auditions for | Coristi’s 2002-2003 
season will take place on June 5 and 6 
at Room 1-29 of the University of 
Alberta Fine Arts Building. 

As usual, there is too much going 
on for me to give all productions 
their due. This week my dance pro- 
gram includes “A Celebration of 
Harp Throughout the Ages” at Mut- 
tart Hall on May 16. Conservatory 
faculty members Keri Lynn Zwicker 
and Nora Bimanis are joined by 
guest Julia Shaw. There is also a pre- 
concert reception at 7:30 p.m. fea- 
turing the Alberta College Junior 
Celtic Harp Ensemble. The concert 
itself starts at 8:30. 

And on May 18, the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra and the Edmon- 
ton Youth Orchestra will join forces for 
a 50th birthday bash on stage at the 
Winspear Centre. Verdi, Rachmaninoff 
and Vaughan Williams, as well as 
Canadian pianist Angela Cheng— 
what could be more appropriate? © 


Poppy punk chock-full 
of skater-approved 


swollen members 
swollen members have 
crafted one of Canadian 
hip-hop’s finest moments - 
innovative, intelligent, 

and extremely ill... 


EVERY WEEK! 


IF YOUR BUSINESS WOULD 
LIKE TO ADVERTISE, CALL 
SAMANTHA ALEXANDER AT 426-1996 


choclair 
Downright funky grooves 
and beats guaranteed 

to please... 


goldfinger 


anthems... 


heather nova 

A collection of radio- 
friendly pop that’s both 
breezily romantic and 
softly wistful... 


verve remixed 
Today's top dance floor 
names take on the jazz 
legends of yesteryear 
with dazzling results... 


music. movies. more. 
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punk’s new generation... 
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¥ 
the get up kids 
This Kansas City crew is 
one of the top names in 
emo and recommended 
if you love the likes of sy, 


Jimmy Eat World or 
The Promise Ring 


nofx 
t and 
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sloan 


The alt-pop poster boys 
from Halifax return with 
their most accomplished 
album to date.. 


unwritten law | 4 ~~ 


Pop with @ punch from 
the proud punk rock 
torch bearers from i 
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southern California... WULMNCINET lay 


Available at HMV while quantities last, HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 


Lae 


World-weary vocals and 
rootsy raw guitar is topped 
off with the occasional 
blast of sonic mayhem... 


www.HMV.com 
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EVERY THURSDAY STARTING MAY STH. 


INFO AND REGISTRATION 481-6420 
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CARE OF]. IN CASH & PRIZES! 


"KASHMIR" THE ULTIMATE TRIBUTE 10. 


rea 


HITS INCLUDE ... WHOLE LOTTA LOVE, DYER MAKER, LIVIN LOVIN MAID 


SATURDAY MAY 18 


TIX $4 - FREE FOR VIP 
DOORS 9 - SHOW 10 | 


“MISERY" tribute to __. 


TIM $4 - FREE FOR VIP 
DOORS 9 - SHOW 10 


~The Return of Canada's’; 
Premiere Disco Revivalists:’ /) 


THE TRAVOLTAS:: |) 


ane, 


TICKETS 
ON SALE 
NOW 
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ENTERTAINMENT, 
BIG TIME FUN! 


481-6420 
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The Gate-est show 
on earth 


Gate CD Release Party * With 
Cypher and Long Way Down « 
Rev Cabaret « Fri, May 17 Even 
though Gate’s debut disc is called 
Lost, the Edmonton four-piece knows 
exactly where they stand and exactly 
where they're going. 

“We aren't a garage band—| can’t 
say it enough,” says bassist Jarred 
Muir. “We're totally serious about this. 
We want to do this thing like any 
other band, whether they're an indie 
band or on a major label. Whatever, 
we don’t care. We are going to do this 
and you're going to hear about us 
because we won't stop until you do. 
It’s a long-term commitment—that 
was the deal when we all joined and 
we've never strayed from that. We feel 
something, the four of us. We know. 
We know that we must keep our 
heads down and keep going, no mat- 
ter what garbage happens.” 

Gate (which also features Teresa 
Brownrigg on vocals, Allan Harding on 
guitar and Chris Sequin of drums) isn’t 
just a band; it’s a collective of four 
individuals all focussed on a common 
musical goal. If something bad hap- 
pens to one member of the band, it 
happens to the rest. For example, 
drummer Sequin got laid off and 
needed to pay the rent, so the band 
dipped into its recording fund and 
paid it for him until he got another 
job. Vocalist Brownrigg was about to 
get evicted, and again the band 
dipped into the fund to help her out. 

“These things may have set us 
back a bit, but we kept going,” Muir 
says. “And it didn’t stop us. We really 


Nevertheless 


want to do this; this is what we're all 
made for. This is the only way we're 
happy. We started saving our money 
again, some other people helped out 
and now the album is out. We will 
not take no for an answer, whatever 
it takes.” 

Lost is a five-song disc, but its 35- 
minute running time is longer than 
that of a lot of local full-lengths. It 
took half a year to record, but since it 
was the group’s next big step in their 
long-term plan, they wanted to get it 
right. And they did a pretty good job. 
Even with the songs running, on aver- 
age, about seven minutes each, 
there’s not a single wasted second. 
Lost’s vocals soar above the strato- 
sphere, held aloft by Harding’s layered 
yet subtle guitarwork and the com- 
plex patterns from the rhythm sec- 
tion. Part psychedelic, part metal, part 
operatic, you'll become so lost in the 
music, time will lose its meaning, 

“Live, we give you high energy,” 
Muir says. “We keep trying to bring 
that up and raise the bar for ourselves 
and keep the music legible. So when 
you come see us live, you're going to 
get a really high emotional ride—we 
really want you to feel what we're 
feeling and make your jaw hit the 
floor. And when you get the disc, it’s 
a different translation of the same 
thing. Everything is more deeply lay- 
ered. | don’t think you can get every- 
thing in one listen. | didn’t, and | 
played the damn stuff. We put a lot of 
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stuff in you won't find the first ¢j 
through; maybe six month: lata 
you'll hear something you didn; 
the previous listens.” 

Gate releases its debut on fridg 
over at the Rev Cabaret. There 
prize draws plus some other surp 
that the band isn’t talking » 
“We're going to try to up the | 
our show,” Muir says, “and give , 
ple a good experience because 
that’s why we do it. We love it and iff 
great if anybody else can sha 
experience with us.” 

For more on Gate, check out tha 
website at www.gateband.com 


Bluebird of happiness? 


Bluebird North « Sidetrack Café 
Tue, May 21 The Canadian musi 
industry isn’t exactly famous for if 
originality. Case in point: there 
another singer/songwriter-in-the 
round tour currently making (hg 
rounds; this one’s called Bluebir 
North: Where Writers Sing and Tell 
and it’s sponsored by the Songwritent 
Association of Canada. You know thd 
format: songwriters sit on stooll 
around a bunch of mics, talk abo 
how they write songs or where thej 
get their inspiration and then sing 
those songs they‘ve just finished talks 
ing about. Sometimes the other song: 
writers sing along, sometimes not 

It hits the Sidetrack on Tuesda) 
Onstage will be local songstres 
Maren Ord (she’s done a bunch 
these), Spirit of the West co-founde 
John Mann, former Jitters membe 
and SAC vice-president Blair Packham 
and probably the most interesting) 
unusual and unexpected guest for thi 
kind of thing, rap-reggae Canuck 
Snow. Special guests Roy Forbes 
Wendy McNeill and Maria Dunn ale 
also set to make appearances. Ticket 
are $10 and available at the Sidetracs 

For further information about SAC 
membership and programs, please 
their website at www.songwriters.ca 


Nevertheless’s big break 


Nevertheless + With Satan“ 
Surfers, Belvedere and the Joh" 
sons * Rev Cabaret * Tue, May 2! 
Shawn Jaggard, drummer for instil 
mental punk group Nevertheless | 
thinking about giving up skateboa" 
ing. “Man,” he says, “I’m just n 
bouncing back up as fast as | use ° 
| stay down now for a good 10 min 
utes after a wipeout. It’s been 12 ye” 
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eboarding so | think I'm done... | 
is waiting for a friend to cash out at 
side and did a crooked grind on a 
bench. But then | got thinking 
put something else, a relationship 
t went bad and lost my focus. | 
bed out and got my finger stuck in 
bench and broke it sidewise.” 
Ouch. But that’s not it. Jaggard 
sed on our healthcare system and 
the finger himself. “I got a huge 
dical kit at home for just those 
bments,” he says. “| wiped out way 
> much skateboarding. And a cou- 
days after, we had a gig and | 
yed the show but the finger hurt 
p hell. It was crazy. | don’t think | 
Duld have done that.” 
The fractured digit and school 
mitments put the band’s playing 
hold for several weeks, but the 
eesome will return to the Rev as 
of the opening acts for the Satanic 
ers. “Man, I'm so stoked about the 
Dw, | can’t wait to play,” he enthus- 
"\'ve been listening to them as long 
can remember, | thought it was a 
e when | heard that we were open- 
b, so | was pretty casual about the 
s. But now I'm so stoked.” 
After schmoozing with the Surfers, 
ertheless will then get serious 
but touring. They hope to head east 
jar as they can this summer and go 
lo the studio to record the follow-up 
heir EP The Static Project. “| have a 
of confidence in what we're going 
rite next,” Jaggard says. “We have 
Jeast 10 new songs. One of them is 
minutes long—we've been work- 
on it for four months.” 
Any plans to include some type of 
ging? Jaggard thinks vocals might 
cool, but in a limited kind of way. 
Ve're not ready to pop over the 
ge vet,” he says, “but it would only 
old-school Metallica style, some 
ing here and there. It would be 
ething to try and experience once 
4 to see. I'd love to do it and I'm 
® the other guys would be interest- 
B but I'm not sure | can sing that 
I. | figured that would be hardest 
Ing | could possibly do—sing and 
y drums. | definitely want to try it 
te." (Quick side note: Nevertheless 
® something they call open mic at 
| a shows. They always have one 
{ onstage and if you're keen on 
iT music and have the urge to 
®alm or whatever, you're invited to 
© up and do just that.) 
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Despite their non-lyrical approach 
to music, Nevertheless is a political 
band—they‘re hoping to head to the 
Calgary area for a show at the G-8 
summit. Either way, bassist Leith is 
planning on participating in the 
protests. “As it grows closer and the 
more | see, the more angry | get,” 
says Leith. “But at the same time, 
being gassed all day isn’t a lot of fun. 
Once again, like they did in Quebec 
City, they've assembled the largest 
security force in Canadian history. You 
can bet they'll be doing everything to 
keep people as far away as possible.” 


A Tractor prepares 


Captain Tractor gets back together 
for a one-night-only show at the Side- 
track on Friday. Not that the band’s 
broken up or anything; it’s just that 
the boys have been working on vari- 
ous side projects. Chris Wynters has 
been performing in the Mayfield Inn 
production of Evita, Jon Nordstrom 
was showcased at New Music West 
with his solo album Brick and Stone, 
Scott Peters is teching the Workshop 
West Springboards Festival, Brock Sky- 
walker is building a micro-business 
and Jules Mounteer will be heading 
off to Mexico after the gig. (The open- 
ing acts will be former Rent road war- 
rior Christian Mena and Kris 
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Demeanor from Calgary.) 

After a year’s absence at home 
(they've been touring), local group 
Vedanta returns to Edmonton with a 
gig at the Urban Lounge on Wednes- 
day, May 22. The highly-anticipated 
performance will preview material 
soon to be released on their first full- 
length disc. Vedanta has two other EPs 
in the bag and is eyeing an August 
release date. The disc was produced 
with the help of local Phil Anderson 
and Toronto-based Nick Blagona, who 
played a role in discs by the likes of 
Deep Purple and the Tea Party. For 
more info on the band, got to 
www.vedanta.ab.ca. 

Guelph, Ontario's favourite stoner- 
rock group, Old Harper, drops into 
Edmonton for a show Thursday May 
23 at the Rev Cabaret. The group 
(drummer Dave Garvey, bassist Tyson 
Bodnarchuk and guitarist Rob Nale- 
way) formed in 1998 out of the rem- 
nants of another five-piece group and 
released their self-titled debut album 
in 2000. They also like to experiment 
with new sounds, like samples of 
falling rain on pavement, and record- 
ing guitars on a front porch for that 
real down-home feel. The instrumen- 
tal trio is on tour to promote their 
newest disc, Last of the Red Hot Boot- 
leqgers. For more info about the band, 
go to www.oldharper.com. © 
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MINT RECORDS FROM VICTORIA 


THURSDAY MAY 30 


DALMON ARTIST ROM GARQLINA 
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DUOTANG! THE CLEATS) wncrrmex - INES 

THE RONNIE HAYWARD TRIO! rw auase « JUNE 7 
RELEASE PHORK/amns » JUNE 14 
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LONGRIDER SALOON INTRODUCES 
THE NEW 


RIDERS 


ROADHOUSE / 
11733-78 Street 479-7400 
May 16-138 


‘May Long Weekend Bash' 
Rockin' Country with 


Mark Lorenz & The Bush Pilots 


Thurs - $1 Hiballs 7-9 
Fri & Sat - Happy Hour 7-9 
NO COVER ALL WEEKEND 


MAY 24&25 
| JUMPING JACK FLASH 


The Ultimate 
Rolling Stones Tribute 
Presented by K-Rock 97.3 


ADVANCE TICKETS $5.00 
THE ULTIMATE ROADHOUSE EXPERIENCE 


here comes the sun 


a tribute to the beatles and 60's music 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab;ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 
ALTERNATIVE | 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/S7-112 St., 413-4578. FRI 17: 
Mode Sensory Gear fashion show. TIX 
$7 adv., $10 @ door ($7 w/ food 
donation). Fundraiser for the 
Edmonton Food Bank, Youth 
Emergency Shelter. Here Comes the 
Sun (Beatles tribute band), Blaney, 
Travy d. SAT 18: Landscape Bo 
Machine (CD release party), Lady 
Maleficent, Pandemonium. FRI 24: The 
ie (CD release party), Nasty On, 
The Cleats. Adv. tickets @ Blackbyrd, 
Freecloud, Listen, New City. MON 27: 
Grade, Speaking of Heros, Flashlight 
Brown, Preshure Point. TIX $ Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Freecloud, Listen, New City. 


REV_ 10030-102 St., 423-7820. THU 
16: GG Dartray, Raygun Cowboys, The 
Heartbroken. FRI 17: Gate (Lost CD 
release party), Cypher, Long Way 
Down. TUE 21 (7pm door): Satanic 
Surfers, Belvedere, Nevertheless, The 
Johnsons. TIX $13 adv. @ TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, Freecloud, Listen, 
FS Skate and Snow WEM, Rev. $15 @ 
door. All ages licensed show. THU 23: 
Old Harper, Drive By Punch, Stillframe. 
FRI 24: Kelly Hogan, Carolyn Mark, 
Danielle Howelle. Adv. tickets for all 
shows @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, Listen. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St., 432-4611. eEvery THU 
(9pm): Open mic night with Leona. 
FRI 17-SAT 18: Fingal’s Few. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425 Whyte Ave., 439-1082. *Every 
SAT (3-6pm): Hair of the Dog. No 
cover. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial 
Hotel, 10329 Whyte Ave., 439-5058. 
THU 16-SAT 18: Brent Parkin. SUN 19: 
The Blues on Whyte House Party All- 
Stars. MON 20-SAT 25: James Rogers. 
SUN 26: The Blues on Whyte House 
Party All-Stars. 


CAPITOL HILL PUB Blues at the Hill, 
14203 Stony Plain Rd., 454-3063. FRI 
17-SAT 19: Lionel Rault Band. 


CLIFF CLAYVIN’S RESTAURANT 
AND PUB 9710-105 St., 424-1614. 
*Every MON (8-12pm): Open stage 
hosted by Randy Smallman, Pascal 
Lecours, Umberto Maderias. 


CONRAD'S SUGARBOWL ON 124TH 
10724-124 St., 451-1038. *Every THU: 
Open Cage: Acoustic jam hosted by 
Ben Spencer. *Every SUN: Ordinary 
Day: Jungle with Royale and guests. 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 
9928. THU 16 (9pm): The Dean 
Lonsdale Band. No cover, TUE 21: 
Open Stage: Hosted by Chris Wynters 
w/ guest Daisy Groff (Painting Daisies). 


DUSTERS 6402-118 Ave., 474-5554. 
*Every THU: Open stage w/ Keep Six. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND GRILL 
8937-82 Ave., 463-6397. *Every 
THU/FRI: Live bands). FRI 31: Fatboyz. 


J&R'S BAR AND GRILL 4003106 St., 
436-4403. SAT 18 (9pm-lam): Mr. 
Lucky (blues, R&B). No cover. 


MEZZA LUNA LATIN CLUB 10238- 
104 St., 423-LUNA. *Every WED and 
THU (9-11 pm): Latin dance lessons. 
*Every weekend: Live Latin music. FRI 
17-SAT 18: America Rosa. 


NORTHERN BLUEGRASS CIRCLE 
MUSIC SOCIETY Pleasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave., 487- 
7931, 434-5997. *WED night jam ses- 
sions. 


O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Avenue, 
414-6766. *Every SUN (9:30pm): 
Open eae hosted by Joe Bird. *Every 
MON: Industry night with music by 
The Suchy Sisters. THU 16-SUN 19: 
Jon, Tim and Troy (Northwest 
Passage). SUN 19: Joe Bird and the 
Wowzers. 


O'MAILLE'S PUB 398 St. Albert Tr., 
Mission Hill Shopping Plaza, St. Albert, 
458-5700. *Every TUE (8-11pm): Open 
stage. 


RISING SUN CAFE Sober Nightclub, 
11311 Kingsway Ave., 479-3775. FRI 
17 (10pm-2am): Mr. Lucky (blues, 
RGB). $7 cover. 


ROSEBOWL PIZZA AND LOUNGE 
10111-117 St., 482-5152. «Every SUN: 
Sunday night jam with host Mike 
McDonald? THU 23 (10pm): Beth 
Schuld (jazz, folk). No cover. 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S IRISH PUB 
Whitemud Crossing, 485-1717. *Every 
MON (9:30pm): Open stage hosted by 
Chris Wynters. *Every TUE: Industry 
Night. SUN 19 (9pm): Industry a 
hosted by Dr. Wang and Fat Sally. 
MON 20: Open Stage: Hosted by Chris 
Wynters w/ guest Daisy Groff (Painting 
Daisies). 


SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave., 
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424-7468. *Every THU (7:30. 
10:30pm): Acoustic open stage 
7 Ron Taylor. *Stanley Milne; 
Library. (6:30-9:30pm): RIB 
the Arts District Open House 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333.)) 
421-1326. *Every THU (7-9pm) 
Happens Next? Keomedy impr 
hosted by Graham Neil of CFRN\ 7 
starring Donovan Workun of Atomic 
Improv. *Every SAT (3-7pm) 
Afternoons at the Sidetrack: Spe, (| 
guests and a jam. All ages e 
welcome. No cover. *Every \ 
9pm): Get Heard: Singer/song 
circle hosted by Ben Sures 
(Until June 12). THU 16 (9:30, 
Stone Addison (rock). $3 co 
SAT 18 (10pm): Captain Trac 
$10. SUN 19 (10pm): Sunday Nigi,; 
Live: Joint Chiefs, Killer Comed 
D] Dudeman. $5 cover. MON 
(9:30pm): Supernal (alt-rock 
cover. TUE 21: *Early show 
Bluebird North: Where Write 
and Tell: Hosted by Blair Pact 
Jitters). Featuring: John Manr 
the West), Snow, Maren Ord, Roy 
Forbes, Maria Dunn, Wendy McNeill 
Presented by The Songwrites 
Association of Canada. $10 cover 
*Late show (10pm); Superna! (ait 
rock). No cover. WED 22 (9:30pm) 
Dustkickers (country). No cover 
23 (10pm): Gayle Delorme and | 
band. TIX $12 adv. @ Sidetrac 
(10pm): Bocephus King, Cash 
Brothers. SAT 25 (10pm): Bocephu 
King. $6 cover. SUN 26 (10pm 
Sunday Night Live: Mustard Sm 
Killer Comedy Show, DJ Dudeman. $5 
cover. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 
10922-88 Ave., 433-8369. *Ever 
(10pm): Songwriter night. *Ever 
SUN (2-Spm): PROxyBOY (live chil 
electronica). Every SUN (8:30 
Brett Miles presents "Rise." Inspirationa 
instrumentals (pass the hat). THU 2 
(9pm door, 10pm music): Double Bill 
Tim Williams and Michael Jerome 
Brown. $12 cover. FRI 24 (9pm door 
10pm music): CBC Music Dream 
Contestants (from Saskatchewan): The 
Joel Fafard Band. $4 cover. 


TIM'S GRILL 7106-109th St., 413- 
9606, *Every SAT: Open stage hosted 
by Dan Meunier. FRI 17 (8:30pm) 
RMB. 


Hy 
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SEE NEXT PAGE 


Why We're Better 


Reason #19 
Killer Wings! 
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OLLEGE CONSERVATO- 
vA SIC Muttart Hall, 10050 
Honald Drive, 423-6230. THU 16 
jm): Clarsach-A Celebration of 
hroughout the Ages: Featuring 
hy members Keri Lynn Zwicker, 
ygumanis w/ gust Julia Shaw. TIX, 
‘@ door or adv. 
S ANGLICAN CATHE- 
SAS 103 St., 420-1757. SAT 
3pm): Lux Aeterna: Da Camera 
ers, OF. John Hooper (conductor). 
14 adult, $10 senior/student @ 
ion the Square, @ door. 


DEN THEATRE ‘S St. Anne Street, 
1757. FRI 17 OO eashna Kala 
tan, Ritu Rang, Jai Krishna: TIX 
({irst four rows), $15 @ TIX on the 
are 

OCATION HALL U of A 
mous, Arts Building, 420-1757. FRI 
SAT 25 (8pm): Spring Concert: Mill 
ok Colliery Band (25-piece ensem- 
), Malcolm Forsyth (conductor). TIX 

adult, $10 student/senior @ TIX 
the Square, The Gramophone, @ 
door. 431-4924. SUN 26 (4pm): 
ival City Winds Music Society 
fing Concert. 


ONTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
Winspear Centre, 4 Sir Winston 
iurchill Sq., 99 St., 102A Ave., 428- 
4. SAT 18 (8pm): Super Specials: 
onton Youth Orchestra with the 
D. Angela Cheng (piano), Michael 
sey (condita: TIX from $20; 
dent/senior discounts available. THU 
(8pm): Might Classics: Grzegorz 
ak (conductor). SAT 25 (2pm): 
phony For Kids: Stompin’ r 
phonic Fun with the RhythMatix 
§ the ESO. 


(DOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
D25-101 St., 420-1757. 423-6230. 
8pm): Lilia Sotskala (mezzo- 
TIX $15 adult, $10 


Hent/senior, 


INSPEAR CENTRE Winspear 

tre, 4 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 99 
102A Ave., 423-6230. WED 2 
Conservatory Resonance. 

1, 420-1757. SUN 26 

Opm): Four choirs present Franz 
eph Haydn's oratorio The Creation. 
pists: Nathan Berg (baritone), 

hleen Corcoran (soprano), Robert 
Ng (tenor). Concordia Community 
oir, the Edmonton Christian Male 
bir, the Cantemus Canada 

ermediate Children's Choir 

intemus Canada Chorale. Sung in 
lish. TIX $15 adult/senior, $10 chil- 
@ TIX on the Square, Winspear 


K Office. 
CLUBS 


IRRY T'S GRAND CENTRAL STA- 
IN 6111-104 St., 438-2582. *Every 
tD/FRI: Top 40 w/ D} Damian. 

ery SAT; ‘80s night w/ DJ Damian. 
SINO EDMONTON 9055 Arayll 
463-9467. FRI 17-SAT 18: The 
Men (classic rock). FRI 24-SAT 25: 
iskey Junction (country rock). 


SINO VELLOWHEAD 12464-153 
463-9467. THU 16-SAT 18: X- 

tor (pop, rock). THU 23-SAT 25: 
ene (country rock). 


LIN'S MARTINI BAR 10507 82 
» 437-7489. sEvery SUN: D} 
olic spins the in sounds from way 


-ERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 
B15-109 Ave. 484-0821. eEvery 
“SAT: DJ Steve. 


; PUMP 10166-114 St., 488- 

: *Every TUE/WED: Karaoke. 

ty THU-SAT: DJ. 

ENHOUSE NIGHTCLUB 
ghbourhood Inn, 13103 Fort Rd., 
9898, *Every WED-SAT: DJ Travis. 


HIGHRUN CLUB 4926-98 Ave., 
2233. FRI 17-SAT 18: The 
Bmatics, FRI 24-SAT 25: Three Days 


NFERNO DANCE AND RETRO 
TCLUB 9920-62 Ave., 408- 
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2877. Top 40 dance and retro music. 


THE JOINT NIGHTLIFE WEM, 486- 
3013. *Every SAT: Power 92 live on 
location. 


NASHVILLE’S ELECTRIC ROAD- 
HOUSE WEM, 489-1330. Top 40 
country and dance music. 


TEMPTATIONZ NIGHT CLUB Jasper 
Ave., 109 St. *Every SAT: Latin Night. 
*Every FRI: Temptationz Lyricist 
Lounge: Artists get exposure. Booking 
info 991-6675. *Every THU: Sharks 
Only Hardcore Pool Tourny. *Every TUE 
(9pm-3am): Extreme Dance Culture. 


CONCERTS 


ALBERTA ROOTS MUSIC SOCIETY 
Bonnie Doon Community Hall, 9240- 
93 St., 420-1757. *SAT, May 25 (7pm 
door; 8pm music): The Songs Of Bob 
Dylan; Mike McDonald, Dale 
Ladouceur, Bob Jahrig, Kevin Smith, 
Down to the Wood. TIX $12 adv., $15 
@ door. Adv. tickets @ Blackbryd 
Myoozik, Clea’s Bookshop, Myhre's 
Music, Sound Connection, TIX on the 
Square. 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne St., St. 
Albert, 459-1542. FRI, May 31-SAT, 
June 1: Fred Penner. 


ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave. °426- 
2122, 431-0981. *FRI, May 31 (9pm): 
The Hi-Phonigs. TIX $12 adv. @ the 
Works, Colour Blind; $15 @ door. 
Proceeds benefit The Works Society's 
Education Programs. *970-7063. SAT, 
June 1 (8pm): Dance On! A 
Celebration of Original Alberta Music: 
Meatbags, Hootin’ Annies, Harpdog 
Brown and the Bloodhounds, Svea and 
Storm Belly Dancers, Midnight Magic 
Lingerie Fashion Show. TIX $12.50 @ 
Sound Connection. $15 @ door. 


DINWOODIE'S U of A Campus, 2nd 
Fl., Students’ Union Building. *SAT, 
June 1 (8:30pm door); Corb Lund 
Band (release celebration of Five Dollar 
Bilh, Corb Lund Band, Whitey Houston, 
The Uncas Old Boys. TIX $11 adv. @ 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, The Power Plant, 
Listen Records, Shell Shock, Freecloud 


phone . 702.1800 
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Records. $14 @ door. All ages. Beer 
gardens show. 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd., 
Spruce Grove, 962-8995. *FRI, May 
31: Rubber Soul-The Canadian Tribute. 
TIX $20 adult, $16 student/senior. 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 
Ave., 451-8000. *MON, May 27 
(8pm): Du Wop-The Concert: Herb 
Reed and the Platters, The Nylons. TIX 
$50-$55 @ TicketMaster. «FRI, June 14 
(6pm door; 7pm show): Wayne Brady 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


raising 
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monday . go-girl night 


girls get it on - guys take it off 


-ball night 


prices down 
- hottoms up all night 
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“LJ DANCE LOUNGE 


www. armourydancelounge.com 


® 
Pubs 


inner of Bes 


t 
Pub Menu Award 


The Alberta Restaurant 
Food Senices Assodati 
has again awarded “Pest Pub 
Menu in Alberta" to the 
Sherlock Holmes Pubs. 


We invite you to come try our 
bs TS 


CAPILANO 


MOY 1C-18 BOOM BOOM Hines 
MAY 22-26 MARY MAGARIGLE 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 


MOY 1C-10 MARK MACARICLE 
MOY 20-26 TIM BECHER 


WHYTE AVENUE 


MOY 1C-10 DERRKH GURDON 
MOY 22-26 DUCE ROBISON 


DOWNTOWN 


MAY 1C-19 WES LECRDIX 
MOY 21-26 SAM AUGUST 


Great Food. Good Neighbours. 
www.thesherlockholmes.com 
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(comedian/musician). TIX $39.50 and 

4545.50 @ TicketMaster reserved seat- 
ing on sale now. *MON, June 24 
(6:30pm door; 7:30pm show): Goo 
Goo Dolls, Five for Fighting. TIX $39, 
$45 @ TicketMaster. *WED, June 26: 
Dave Brubeck. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROAD- 
HOUSE WEM, 489-1330. *WED, June 
5: Nazareth. TIX $20 adv. 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492- 
2048. #SAT, May 25 (8pm door): The 
Kingpins, General Rudie and Chris 
Murray, The Operators. TIX $10 adv. @ 
SUB info desk, Power Plant, $12 @ 


q@door. No minors. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM AUDITORI- 
UM 12845-102 Ave., 484-8470. 
SUN, May 26 (2pm): Prasanna 
(Carnatic Classical electric guitar), 
Lakshman Mahadevan (mridangam). 
Presented by Edmonton Raga-Mala 
Music Society and the Edmonton Tamil 
Cultural Association. TIX $12-$15 @ 
Avenue Guitars, Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Lahore Sweets, Spice Island, Edmonton 
Tamil Cultural Association. 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 
University Ave., 471-9125, 438-2736, 
471-9125. *SAT, May 25 (8pm): Terry 


Morrison, The Twisted Pickers, Penny 
and Jim Malmberg, Rod Olstad, Al 
Brandt, RMB and many more. TIX $10 
adv., $12 @ door. Adv. tickets @ 
Acoustic Music Shop, Expressionz. 


RED'S WEM, 481-6420, 451-8000. 
*THU, June 20 (7pm doors; 8pm 
show): Jimmy Eat World. Early all ages 
show. TIX $19.50 @ TicketMaster. 


REV 10030-102 St., 423-7820. *FRI, 
June 21: Metalwood. *SUN, June 23: 
Parkside Jones, Bullfrog. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 
421-1326. *WED, June 26: The 
Herbaliser. 


SKATE PARK 35B Corriveau Ave., St. 
Albert. *SUN, May 26; Grade, 
Flashlight Brown, Nothing at All. TIX 
$10 ade @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Freecloud. All ages show. 


SKYREACH CENTRE 451-8000. 
*MON, June 10: The Eagles. TIX $75, 
$99, $149 @ TicketMaster. *SUN, June 
16: Tim McGraw, Jessica Andrews. TIX 
$49.50, $59.50, $74.50 @ 
TicketMaster. 


STUDIO E (EI Zorro Loco), 9533 
Jasper Ave., 439-8713. ®SAT, June 8 
(8pm door; 9pm music): Tanyss Nixi 
and the Western Casket Factory (Diving 
for Dollars CD fundraiser), Whitey 
Houston, Paul Bellows, The Dead 
Canadians, Dean Lonsdale Band. $5 @ 


METAL THURSDAYS 


METAL NIGHT 
52.75 HIBALLS 

$2.75 SHOOTERS 
$6.50 JUGS OF DRAFT 


NO COVER WITH STUDENT 10 


BABYLON FRIDAYS 


52.50 HIBALLS UNTIL 10 PM 
DANCE & RETRO MUSIC 
WITH Od EXTREME 


obo 


ON SATURDAYS 


52.50 HIBALLS UNTIL 10 PM 
DANCE & RETRO MUSIC 
WITH Ou EXTREME 


SUNDAYS 


WILD ‘N’ WET BIKINI SUNDAYS 


BEA CONTESTANT OR BE A JUDGE 


59.00 PREMIUMS/COOLERS/IMPORTS 


NO COVER WITH STUDENT 1D 


BiG SCREEN 
WITH NHL HOCKEY 


8 POOL TABLES 
& VIDEO GAMES 


door. 


TELUS FIELD 451-8000. *THU, June 
13 (7pm): Newsboys, Jake and 
Thousand Foot Krutch. TIX $32 on 
field, $22 reserved, $17 general admis- 
sion @ door. Adv. tickets @ 
TicketMaster, 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Studio 


27, Fine Arts Phase (403) 220-7403. 


*THU, May 16 (7pm): SOCAN 
Foundation Readings Workshop: 
Canadian Music Centre/SOCAN 
Foundation Readings Project. Don Ross 
(clarinet), members of Edmonton’s St. 
Crispin’s Chamber Ensemble. Free. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 428-1414. *FRI, May 24 
(8pm): Buckwheat Zydeco, The 
Kingpins. TIX $34 orchestra, dress, 
upper circle; $29 gallery. *420-1750. 
*TUE, May 28 (5:30 auction; 8pm con- 
cert): Celebrate Voices of Art: Gala din- 
ner presented by Opera Nuova. TIX 
$80 (dinner, concert), $20 (concert 
only) @ TIX on the Square. *THU, June 
20: Wayne Shorter. 


CONCERTS-CALGARY 
AUXILIARY/SURESHOT «TUE, May 
21: Reid Speed. 


MULTI-CULTURAL CENTRE «SAT, 
May 25: Grade. 


WHYTE AVENUE’S 
LARGEST NIGHT CLUB 


10544-82 AVE / 4937-ROXY 


Landscape Body Machine is one man, Craig Jo: 
Front 24 


by the music of Depeche Mod: 
ack in 1992.Over the he 
rs of body-moving indus 

coming release of his 

electronic jackin’ b 


CONCERTS-JASPER 


PETE'S CLUB 614 Patricia St., Jasper, 
(780) 852-6262. *Every TUE; Hip hop. 
*Every WED: Punk and Metal. ¢THU, 
May 23: Kingpins, General Rudie, Chris 
Murray. 


CONCERTS-VANCOUVER 


THE CAMBIE Victoria. SAT, May 18: 
Mad Bomber Society. *THU, May 23- 
FRI, May 24: D.O.A., Cape Breton All 
Stars. 


COMMODORE BALLROOM uly 19: 
Nashville Pussy. 


PACIFIC COLISEUM *TUE, May 28 

(6:30pm door; 7:30pm show): Britne 

Spears. TIX $69.69, $84.50, $99.50 @ 
icketMaster. 


STEAMERS Victoria. *SAT, June 29: 
The Hermit. 


COUNTRY 


ST. THOMAS COFFEE HOUSE 44 St. 
Thomas Street, St. Albert, 458-8225. 
eFirst THU ea. month (7:30-11:30pm): 
Open Jam with Jim and Penny. 


JAZZ 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave. entrance, 
426-4767. THU 16 (9pm): Shucker. FRI 
17 (9pm): Dawn Chubai. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks 
Way, 103 St., 86 Ave., 432-0428, 451- 
8000. *Every TUE: Jam sessions. FRI 17 
(8pm door; 9pm show): Benny Green 
(solo piano). TIX $12 member, $16 
guest. SAT 18 (8pm door; 9pm show): 
NOJO - Neufeld Occhipinti Jazz 
Orchestra. TIX $12 member, $16 
guest. FRI 24-SAT 25 (9pm): Quantum 
w/ Prasanna (Carnatic electric guitar), 
Alphonso Johnson (bass), and Airto 
Moreira (percussion). TIX $21-$25. 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 St., 
425-6151, FRI 17 (8pm-midnight): 
Alterations Trio. - 


PIANO BARS 


LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 
4440 Calgary Trail S., 431-5815. THU 
16-SAT 18: Richard Blaze. 


" SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 


Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463- 
7788. Every THU and SAT: Celtic 
night. THU 16-SAT 18: Boom Boom 
Kings. THU 23-SAT 25: Mark 
Magarrigle. 

SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 


Rice Howard Way, 10012-101A Ave., 
426-7784. THU 16-SAT 18: Yves 


MAY 16-MAY 22, 2002 V UEWEEK, 


2ph Huxtable, who WAS Inspire 
x Twin to begin making his oy 
ne one of v n Canada's lead 


reputation culminating with the for 


2w album Structure. If you're looking for some heayy-ci 
live at New City Liky 
eficent and Pandamonium 


LeCroix. TUE 21-SAT 25: Sam Auaust 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bo urby 
St., W.E.M:, 444-1752. THU 1¢ 
18: Mark Magarrigle. MON 20-5, 
Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
10341-82 Ave., 433-9676. *Ever 
and SAT: Celtic night. THU 16-SAT 1g 
Derrick Sigurdson. WED 22-SAq 
Duff Robison. 


POP AND ROCK 


Also see VURB Weekly on page 38 


GOODFELLOWS PUB 3046-106 SI, 
431-1111. SAT 18 (9pm-iam): TI 
Hoffman-Brown Band. 


J.J."S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451-918 
FRI 17: Freexxx (rock). FRI 24-SAT 25: 
Resilence. 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave 
433-2599. THU 16: Crushing Jan with 
the Wowzers, FRI 17-SAT 18: Crush 
THU 23: Firewater. FRI 24-SAT 25 
Bobby Clobber. 


MAXWELL T’S 7230 Argyll Rd., 4634 
7106. FRI 17-SAT 18: Ego Trip (classic 
rock/blues). 


OTTEWELL PUB 6108-90 Ave., 450 
5953, 970-7063. *Every THU: Battle of 
the Bands. 


RIDER'S ROADHOUSE 11733-78 St, 
479-7400. *Every TUE; Live traditional 
country music hosted by Bey Munro. 

Every WED (8:30pm): jam. *Every Fal 
(7:30-9pm): Free dance lessons. THU 

16-SAT 18: Mark Lorenz and the Bush 
Pilots (country rock). No cover. FRI 24- 
SAT 25: Jumping Jack Flash. Ady. tick 

ets $5. 


ROSE AND CROWN PUB Sheraton 
Grande Edmonton Hotel, 10235-i0! 
St., 441-3036. THU 16-FRI 17: Tim 
Becker. 


STRATHCONA LEGION Lower 
Lounge, 10416-81 Ave., 433-1908. FR 
17 (7-11 pm): Hoffman-Brown Band. 


STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 St. 
465-5478. *Every THU (8pm): Wide 
open stage hosted by Dustin Zawalst! 


TIN PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Tl. >. 
702-2060. THU 16; Supersong 
Thursday: Hosted by Scott Peters 
(Captain Tractor), Andrea House, Chis 
Smith, Andy Nortkrup. FRI 17-SAT 15: 
Firewater, SUN 19; Jammin’ in the 
Alley: Hosted by lan Kehler. THU 23: 
Shelley Jones (Jazz, popp CD release 
party). FRI 24-SAT 25: Joint Chiefs. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 4 4 
3388. Every TUE: Urban Unplugge 5 
THU 16-SUN 19: Granny D' 


he 


namite. 
cover, WED 22: Vedanta, Fifth Seaso”: 
$5 cover. THU 23-SAT 25: Crush. $5 
cover. TUE 28: Urban Unplugged W/ 
Roller (from UK). $5 cover. 
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DAVE JOHNSTON 


here’s a big difference 
between myth and reality. In 
the case of the Breeders, fans 

id critics alike consider them to 
e one of the most important 
roups of the 1990s, but Kelley 
Deal has a really big pin to stick in 
Mat balloon. 

"We're playing the exact same 
laces we did back then,” she says 
rankly. “The only reason we 
Played in hockey arenas back then 

as because we were opening for 

irvana. Other people’s idea of 
low big the Breeders were is differ- 
nt than mine.” 

lhere’s no arguing with how big 
Cannonball” was, however. The 
ong helped catapult the band into 
he charts and made 1993's Last 
Plash required listening for any 
elf-respecting rock fan. The band 
ved the life as well—especially Kel- 
Fy, who had a well-publicized bat- 
pe with heroin that landed her in 
ll. While the rest of the band 
Ventually dissolved, Kim kept 
ing. She formed the Amps with 
umimer Jim MacPherson and 
Fcorded the album Pacer with some 
Melp from Kelley once she fulfilled 
ber debt to The Man. 

Then everything came apart 
Sin. Kelley joined the group Kim 
3 formed as the touring version 
rs Amps but only lasted a week 
a - toad. “I was so new to sobri- 
at it wasn’t a good vibe for 
a Kelley explains. “I don’t mind 

a. \g this, because I didn’t like the 
a [Kim] had in the band, I didn’t 

‘k they were healthy to be 


Breeders digest 


around, and I didn’t like the way 
they played. So I left, and I was glad. 
I wasn’t ready for it, and they 
weren't ready for it either. So 1 went 
and did my own stuff [Kelley Deal 
6000], which was healthy because I 
learned to appreciate being a better 
band member.” 

Which brings us to the story of 
how the Breeders came back togeth- 
er and recorded their new album, 
Title TK. It’s an epic tale, involving 
aborted sessions with a long line of 
musicians and studios, reunions and 
chance meetings. It's the ultimate 
tale of redemption. 


How do | Deal? 


In the summer of 1999, the Deal sis- 
ters began recording together again, 
first in Austin, Texas, then at Electri- 
cal Studios in Chicago, run by Steve 
Albini, the producer of the group’s 


first record, 1990's, Pod. At this 
point, Kim played most of the 
instrumental parts herself—includ- 
ing the drums, which she mastered 
quickly. “She kept having to show 
so many other people how to play 
them so many times that she ended 
up playing them better than anyone 
else could,” Kelley says. 

Before they took a break for the 
holidays, Kim relented. “She said 
having a band was a good thing to 
have,” Kelley chuckles. “You work 
with each other and you can have 


people tell you something sucked. 


It’s hard to play bass, drums and 
guitar all at once and see if all the 
parts match when you've only got 


‘two people there. Then you gotta 


play these songs live, so you gotta 
hire session guys—and you don’t 
wanna do that.” 

That winter, Kim wound up in a 
New York bar with the remaining 
members| of Los Angeles punk band 


Fear—guitarist Richard Presley, 
bassist Mando Lopez and drummer 
Andrew Jaimez. Fear’s lead singer, 
Lee Ving, had decided that an acting 
career was more important, leaving 
the group with some time on their 


hands. Kim convinced them to 
come into the studio with her, 
which meant moving to Fear’s 
home turf of east Los Angeles in 
June 2000. Kelley joined them a 
month later. 

“When Kim first said we were 
going out to east Los Angeles, | had 
an image in my mind,” recalls Kel- 
ley. “I thought to myself, ‘Are you 
kidding me? Gang wars? Isn't that 
what that place is all about?’ Then I 
ended up getting out there, and it 
couldn’t have been a nicer neigh- 
bourhood. I could walk to 7-11 at 
four o'clock in the morning, with 
no fear at all.” 


Let’s remake a Deal 


After Jaimez backed out for personal 
reasons and was replaced by Jose 
Medeles, the band headed back in 
the fall of 2000 to Electrical Studios 
to work with Albini, who was keen- 
ly sympathetic to Kim’s desire to 
make a pure, analog rock record. 
Too often in the past with the Deal 
sisters, recordings were “touched 
up” by ambitious engineers who 
dropped compression on drums and 
corrected pitch, basically ruining 
days of work and any attempt to 
create honest-sounding music. 
“With other studios, you'll walk in 
and the computer is on, with Pro- 
Tools running,” Kelley says with 
obvious distaste. “Kim would tell 
them to turn it off—she didn’t want 
to see one red light on. You can’t 
trust them. Whereas with Steve, you 
can trust him.” 

Albini runs a no-nonsense oper- 
ation. Employees—including Albi- 
ni—wear drab overalls and digital 


SEE PAGE 37 


SLIKWID LOUNGE] 


E=1 10161 - 112ST INFO: 413-4578) 
Teh 


iS 


TIDAY IMAY 
MODE SENSORY GEAR PRESENT. 


HL LOGIC 2 FASHT ON oO i 


iN SUBURBS 


vet HIP HOP/SILENT ART AUCTION/DGO! 
Advance tix @ Mode Senso’ poh Sate GOR Pres 


FRIDAY MAY 17 


_ here comes the sun 
a tribute to the beatles andsixties music 


with bluejay and travy d 


SATURDAY MAY 18th 


PACK ALUNCH PRODUCTIONS le 


FRIDAY MAY 24th 


+" alt cid ARTISTS. 


with SPEAKING G OF HEROS, FLASHLIGHT BROWN 
PRESHURE PO 


& INT 
Tix @ Blackbyrd, Freecloud, Listen and New City 


FRIDAY MAY 31st 


NeXtfest present 


NEVERWHERE 


in SUBURBS 


JUNE 7th FILMMAKER with guests 

JUNE 8th GUTHRIES with Nettwerk Recording Artist 
JACK HARLAN 

JUNE 10th Union 112/Stomp Recording Artists 

THE FRENETICS with THE OPERATORS 


edmonton 
psychobillies survive 
calamity to head to 
Wreckers Ball 

By PHIL DUPERRON 


ust as Wrekdefy, Edmonton’s 
J psychobilly band, were 
getting ready for their first 
‘four of the West Coast, they ran 
into a spot of bad luck. With just 
three short months to go, circum- 
stances beyond their control forced 
them into a last-minute lineup 
change. But instead of treating these 
calamities as the kiss of death, these 
resilient rockers simply rolled with 
the punches, made the necessary 
rearrangements and called it the 
“Unlucky Tour.” 

Mal Suydam, Wrekdefy’s singer 
and stand-up bass-slapper, says it 
was tough, but he quickly replaced 
the missing guitarist with their 

Wirulti-talented drummer Roxy 
Flames and recruited Derek Theison 
to play the skins. “It just came at a 
bad time,” says Suydam. “We were 
three months away from doing this 
tour and we got the bomb dropped 
on us pretty much. Luckily, we 
acted on it really fast. As soon as we 
heard the news, we figured out what 
we were going to do. All we had to 
do was teach them both all the 
songs. We practised more than we 


have—ever. Pretty much three times 
a week for the last three months. 
We're pretty set.” 


Phoenix new times 


Luckily, the band had recently hired 
a manager, Emjae Phoenix, to take 
care of all the logistical problems 
that come with touring, allowing 
them to focus on more practical 
things—like playing. “If it weren’t 
for her,” says Suydam, “we probably 
wouldn’t be going on tour right 
now. She's done a really good job of 
getting our asses in gear. She got 
everything we needed pretty much 
set, so all we had to worry about 


Pex-\"Coq ale) ol 11 \V 


was practising and getting the band 
sounding good, which took a lot of 
the load off us.” Phoenix also 
hooked the band up with artist Matt 
Maguire, who designed their logo 
and merchandise. Maguire is famous 
for his work with shock rock lumi- 
naries Gwar and their Slave Pit 
comics; he’s also created many of 
Gwar’s bloody stage props. 

The reason it was so important 
for Wrekdefy to go on the road now 
is because the tour coincides with 
the West Coast Wreckers Ball, a pres- 
tigious event that brings together 
the best psychobilly bands on the 
scene, both old and new, for a week- 


MAY 16 - 18 


rent Parkin 


MAY 19 & 26 
House Party Blues Band 


MAY 20 - 20 


James Rogers 
~ 10325 Whyte Avenue + 439-3981 


end-long rumble in Los Angeles, 
ground zero for the current “Third 
Wave” of interest in psychobilly. It 
all got started in Europe when the 
slick-looking Teddy Boys, with their 
drape coats and greased-back hair, 
decided to mix the sound of rocka- 
billy with punk style instead of just 
fists. The result is a Frankenstein 
mixture of rockabilly’s quick-paced 
thumps and sex-starved yowling 
with the in-your-face style of punk. 
It didn’t really help the two factions 
get along, but it added something 
distinctive to the turbulent mix of 
Street styles in the late ’70s and 
early ‘80s. “All three didn’t get 
along, from what I know,” says Suy- 
dam. “It's kind of funny.” 


Pitted against one another 


Although Suydam says he’s heard 
some disturbing stories about the vio- 
lent antics of “psycho-crews” in L.A. 
fighting with each other, that’s not 
what the scene is all about. “It has a 
reputation of a really violent subcul- 
ture and stuff,” he explains, “but in 
reality it’s kind of the opposite. It 
could be intimidating to see people 
wrecking in a pit, but moshpits are 
way more dangerous. In a wrecking 
pit, no one’s out to do bad damage to 
people.” (For the uninitiated, a wreck- 
ing pit is similar to a circular mosh- 
pit, except the dancers flail their arms 
and fists around in the air as they go 
around. It may sound sinister, but at 


By DAVID STONE 
a eee arenes 


Out to Sea, man 


The best-laid plans can sometimes fall 
apart because of the smallest thing. 
Case in point—all of the western 
Canadian appearances by UK progres- 
sive D] Dave Seaman were cancelled 
due to problems with his work visa, 
which can happen to the best of peo- 
ple, really. According to information 
on the promoter’s website, goldclub- 
series.ca, there are negotiations to 
reschedule the dates, which included 
Lush last Wednesday, for sometime in 
July. Seaman was on tour to promote 
the release of his latest mix for the 
Global Underground series, 022:Mel- 
bourne, which hits stores on Tuesday. 
The Starving DJs, who were slated 
to open for Seaman and Max Graham 
down in Calgary, have decided to give 
people a break with a free cover night 
at their New City Suburbs club night, 
Sub-Culture. The trio of Vass, Tristan 
Newton and Diazo will spin a tag- 
team set of progressive house and 
trance all night." 


least they’re not stage-diving. And 
hey, it’s only rock ‘n’ roll.) 

While the psycho scene in 
Edmonton is still small—half of 
them play in Wrekdefy—people 
have been branching out and turn- 


Psychobilly, qu’est-ce que c 
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Will Wrekdefy elekdrefy crowds in L.A.? 


the music,” says Suydam 
the way it should be. That’s ¢), 
it is in most cities across th. 
There'll be a crew of psycho} 
but there will also be ski, 
punks and rockabillies—anq 


hha 
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ing onto bands like the Necroman- 
tix, Tiger Army and Mad Sin, giving 
Wrekdefy a small but varied Edmon- 
ton following. “It’s cool that the 
other subcultures are getting into 


one else who comes out to shows t 
see bands play as well.” © 


Wrekdefy 
Stars © Fri, May 17 


And Gold Club is firing ahead with 
more dates, including an appearance 
by UK tribal DJ Steve Lawler at Inferno 
on Thursday, June 13, and house icon 
Bad Boy Bill at Red’s on Friday, June 
28. Trance fans will be pleased to hear 
that on the same night as the Lawler 
show, United Productions is bringing in 
young Dutch sensation Armin Van 
Buuren to Bronze on 5". Tickets for 
the show, which also features locals 
Cziolek and Greg Wynn, are on sale at 
Colourblind, DV8 Records, Foosh and 
Underground WEM. 

Of course, we've got to get 
through the long-weekend first. 
Majestik is planning a big double- 
whammy for those who like their 
synth riffs big and their beats thunder- 
ing, starting with Saturday's guest ° 
appearance by Vancouver hard hosue 
producer and Dj Kultcha. On Sunday, 
the club welcomes DJ Woody, one 
part of Binary Finary, the name 
behind one of the biggest anthems of 
all time, 71997. Or 1998. Or 1999. Or 
2000, depending on which annual 
remix package you've got. It’s a track 
that never seems to die, probably 
because it inspires a rabid sense of 
devotion out of anyone who’s ever 
lost it on the dance floor once the 
uplifting melody rises out of the 
speakers. If you've heard it, you'll 
understand. Even to this day, it’s a sta- 
ple in any trance Dj's arsenal, and D} 
Woody will no doubt include his ver- 
sion during what promises to be a 
rocking performance. 

Not to be outdone, Lush and Sub- 
terranean Sound have granted the 
jungle community one of its greatest 
wishés: Oh ‘Sunday night, Edmonton 


will finally get a chance to hear the 
master of jump-up, Aphrodite, |ive in 
performance. Those who need an 
education, listen up. Aphrodite is a 
guy—Gavin King—who hooked up 
with another Dj, Mickey Finn, to start 
a label, Urban Takeover. Over the 
years, they transformed drum ‘n’ bas 
with a fusion of hardcore attitude, 
hyped-up ragga rhythms and hip hop 
sensibilities, creating dance floor 
smashers like “Urban Shakedown,’ 
“Bad Ass” and their beloved remix of 
“Jungle Brother” by the Jungle Broti- 
ers. On his own, Aphrodite has 
released a string of classic singles on 
his own Aphridite Recordings, an’ 
signed a deal with V2 Records !n 
1999. His latest disc is an EP called 4 
Coupla Tricks, foreshadowing a {ull- 
length album due to hit stores late! 
this year. The party will also happen '" 
the lounge with beats provided by 
Rude D, Lickety Split, and Bobby 'or 
pedo, Tickets are $15 at the door, and 
$17 after midnight. 

If you've got the day off on Mon 
day, you might want to slide over \@ 
Therapy next door when that's al 
done for Frosted Breaks, a mash-U? 
party of house and breakbeat on '° 
levels. Among the local talent on the 
decks are Tryptomene, Tripswitch, 
Degree, Remo, Spilt Milk, Sweet 
Cool Hand Luc, LP, Kristoff vs Derkin, 
Greg Wynn vs Anthony Donohue 
Johnny 5 vs Jameel, Prime & Propha 
Sureshock & Flowpro, Shottee, old 
Bitch, Feen, Little Satan, Powde" 
Slacks, Gundam, Marco Polo and 
yours truly. 

Then you go home and sleep 0" 
Tuesday. I’m exhausted already. ® 


til 
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s members of the Quannum 
Bi ciieciveine crew based 
round Lateef the Truth 
Speaker, Lyrics Born (The Latryx) 
and DJ Shadow—Blackalicious 
earned a reputation as one of hip 
hop's best independent talents. But 
for group members Chief Xcel and 
MC Gift of Gab, their major-label 
deal with MCA Records is only a 
small part of a large plan. 

Xcel and Gab first met between 
the walls of John F. Kennedy High 
School in Sacramento back in 1987. 
The school was a hotbed for aspir- 
ing MCs, Xcel says, and seeing as 
Sacramento had six major high 
Schools with talented MCs, battles 
between rival schools were com- 
mon. “Sacramento was an incredible 
place to live from ’87 through ’90,” 
he recalls, “because the under- 
ground scene was so hardcore. Our 


high school probably had the high- 
est population of dope MCs, so peo- 
ple would come after school from 
all of the surrounding high schools 
just to battle. It was an exciting peri- 
od to come up here.” 

Xcel and Gab were separated in 
1989 when Xcel moved to Davis to 
attend the University of California, 
where he met DJ Shadow, Lateef and 
Lyrics Born. The four became heavi- 
ly involved with the university's 
radio station, KDVS. “I always had a 
knowledge of breaks,” he says, “but 
it wasn’t until I met those cats that I 
was really in an environment that 
pushed me to grow and explore. I 
had always been heavily influenced 
by producers like Mark the 45 King, 
Mantronix and Prince Paul, but it 
was when | got around a group of 
like-minded producers that the real- 
ities of where I could take my sound 
started to set in.” 

During that time, Gab and Xcel 
kept in contact with each other, and 
when Gab moved to Davis in 1992, 
the decision to form a band was a 
natural. After underground success 
with a series of singles by Gab and 
DJ Shadow, Blackalicious began 
working on their debut EP, Melodica, 
released on the independent Soul- 
Sides label. Soon after, numerous 


The Breeders 


€quipment is verboten. “Kim told 
me this one story about when she 
was loading gear into he studio one 
day," Kelley laughs. “As a joke, she 
asked him where she could put her 
samplers. Without missing a beat, 
he just said, ‘Yeah, over there, out- 
side the door.’” 

There isn’t a digital tool any- 
Where to be found in the pure 
unadulterated rock of Title TK. From 
the pounding rage of “Forced to 
Drive” to the offbeat drug night- 
Mare of “Sinister Foxx,” Title TK 
Sounds like nothing else out there, 
ee. much the same way Last 
Plash seemed nine, years ago. In 


fact, it seems like no time has passed 
at all, and Title TK will probably be 
one of the most refreshing things 
you'll hear in a time ruled by pos- 
turing bread-rockers. 

“This is the kind of record that 
people might want to hear, people 
who just haven’t found what they're 
looking for out there,” Kelley says. 
“It's nice for people to have an 
option. It would be nice if people 
just heard it and thought, ‘Hey, 
that’s cool.’ I just don’t know if I'd 
say something like the world really 
needs it right now or something. 
I’m not willing to say something 
that grandiose.” © 


ROS ES ee 
The Breeders’ Title TK (4AD) is in 
- stores Tuesday, 


magazines were singing their prais- 
es; Billboard referred to them as “the 
Bay Area’s most important new hip 
hop crew.” Blackalicious instantly 
began working on their follow-up 
LP, Nia (a Swahili word meaning 
“purpose”), for a '96 release, but 
when SoulSides folded, the pair 
regrouped and formed Quannum 
Projects, their own independent 
label. They rushed Nia and its prede- 
cessor, A2G, into stores, and both 
albums went on to sell more than 
100,000 copies—with no major- 
label support. 


Arrow, Roots? 


That all changed in 2000 after ink- 
ing their deal with MCA, for whom 
they began work on their fourth 
album, Blazing Arrow, which fea- 
tures guest appearances by ?uest- 
love (from the Roots), Gil 
Scott-Heron and Sean Lennon. 
Xcel says the decision to finally 
sign with a major label after all 
these years was sparked by a feel- 
ing they had pushed the independ- 
ent scene as far as they could. “We 
took a long examination of every- 
body we had talked to at the 
labels,” he says, “and felt like we 
needed to go where they would let 
us be us and not change our for- 
mula in any way, shape or form. So 
far, so good; we made the record 
we wanted to make.” 
Blackalicious’s MCA contract 
stipulates that Quannum retains 
possession of the group’s entire back 
catalogue—a rare feat for independ- 
ent musicians from any genre. 
Because of this arrangement, Blacka- 
licious is free to re-release their pre- 
vious work at will. Both Melodica 
and A2G, for instance, will be re- 
pressed and released this summer, 
while Nia is still in print and avail- 
able now. Xcel says the deal has 
another advantage. “At the end of 
the day,” he says, “Quannum Pro- 
jects is our homebase, so if MCA 
were to fold in two months, I’m still 
on a label that I own. We're in a 
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ways bet on Blackalicious 


good position.” 
Three companies 


Still, Xcel knows the future will 
always be uncertain for any musical 
artist, no matter what label they 
belong to. “AOL could come and 
buy every company,” he says, “and 
the entire industry would be com- 
pletely dismantled. Really, there are 
only three major record companies 


ES hip hop 


and all three of those major record 
companies own all of the major 
independent distribution, especially 
in the United States. So you have to 
find a way to do things on your 
own terms as much as possible.... I 
wouldn’t make the assumption that 
just because you're on a major label 


you are compromising, becatis= 
there are a lot of people who are on 
majors and still making ground- 
breaking music, like the Roots 
Common and Mos Def.” 
Xcel still sees several of his peers 
becoming discouraged by fruitless 
attempts to connect with large cor- 
porations. Regardless, he urges them 
to remain persistent. “I was just 
talking to a friend last night,” he 
says, “who’s really frustrated 
because she’s been going from E 
to A&R, and they're telling her she’s 
got to have a certain kind of sound 
Fuck that. Do your thing, make your 
music and make them come to you 
At the end of the day, what you put 
out is your statement—your testa- 
ment to the world.” © 


Blackalicious’s new album Blazing 
Arrow (Quannum Projects/MCA) 
is in stores now 


WIN A VERVE//REMIXED PRIZE PACKAGE 


COURTESY OF VERVE MUSIC GROUP AND VUE WEEKLY 
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DZIHAN & KAMIEN M 


VERVE//REMIXED FEATURES THE HOTTEST DUS/PRODUCERS I THE 
ELECTRONICA/CHILL OUT SCENE, REMIXING THE BEST OF THE LEGENDARY VERVE VAULT. 
REMIXES BY THIEVERY CORPORATION DE-PHAZZ & TRICKY (FEATURING MEMBERS OF TOOL) 
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© VERVE MUSIC GROUP SHOULDER BAG 
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Minister Faust 


Global African/HipHop 
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Tina Sparkle 
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House/Techno 
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MC DEADLY 
Drum&Bass 
Fridays 

10PM - 11PM 


ELECTROPROLAPSE 
DJ'Kuch 
Techno/HouseTrance 
Friday Mornings 

3AM - 6AM 

CATCH THE BEAT 
Spitt Milk 
HipHop/Breakbeat 
Saturdays 

4PM ~ 6PM 


FREQUENCY 
Eli & Prosper 
House/HipHop/Diempo 


6PM -8PM 


THE GLOBAL 
Ds Shy- 


URBAN HANG SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 
HipHop/RnB/Soul/ 
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CLUB WEEKLY 


SPECIAL EVENT (9533 Jasper Avenue) * 
SAT MAY 25: Wax On! Wax Offl, with Scott 
McFadyen, Overflow, Whisper, J. Wijit and 
Erin Eden 


4 PLAY NIGHTLCLUB—10338-81 Ave « 
THU: Urban Substance, hip hop and R&B 
with DJs Spincycle and Invinceable 


THE ARMOURY—10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 * MON: Go-Girl Night * THU: Lo Ball 
Night * FRI-SAT: top 40 dance and R&B 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 
Whyte Ave * MON: Local Motive, house, 
techno and progressive with DJ Waterboy 
and guests—MAY 13: Aaron (progressive 
house) * WED: The Forum, deep/progres- 
sive house, intelligent drum and bass, with 
Robert Alan and Dj Calus * THU; Deja Vu, 
house with Johny 5, Khadija Jetha and 
guests FRI: The Next Episode, with Simon 
Locke, Ariel & Roel and guests © SAT: Flava, 
hip-hop with weekly quests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte 
Ave, 439-1082 * TUE: Digital Underdog, hip 
hop with Sonny Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and 
Megaforce * SUN: What The Hell, downtem- 
po beats with D] Tryptomene and Spilt Milk 


BRONZE—10345-105 Street, 423-7884 « 
WED-SAT: top 40 dance with Puf The 
Magic DJ 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 ® FRI: Funktion Friday, 
with D} Invinceable, MC J-Money and Rude 
Boy * SUN: Ladies Night, with Dj 
Invinceable, MC J-Money and Rude Boy 

CEILI'S IRISH PUB—10338-109 Street, 


426-5555 * MON: Playa, funk, soul and 
deep house with Junior Brown 


CLIMAXX AFTERHOURS—10148-105 St. 
* (780) 425 2582 © THU: guest Djs © FRI: 
Thunder Dave, Slav, Mr. Anderson, LP * SAT: 
Wil Danger, Donovan, Protege, Ryan Mason 


‘VERY 

THURSDAY 

MIGHT 

ALL OIG ROCK PINTS 
ARE 

OnLy 

HOTIL MIONIGHT 


WHYTE AVE 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—i0336 Jasper Ave, 
info 426-7521 ® SAT: Urban Saturdays, with 
D] Spincycle, Dj Invinceable and guests 


DEVLIN’S—10507-82 Ave, info 437-7489 
® SUN: The In Sounds From Way Out, beats 
with DJ Diabolic 


EUPHORIA— 4605 - SO Ave., Red Deer, 
AB (late night/after hours) * FRI-SAT: deep 
house, trance and hard house with resi- 
dents Sesek, Travisty and Devilish, with 
guests—MAY 17-18: David Stone and 
Derkin 


FLY— 10203-104 St., 421-0992 © FRI: 
house with Dr, Yvo ¢ SAT: house and R&B 
with Alvaro 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * 
WED: Copecetic, Brit pop and indie rock 
with Djs Rich and Shane * THU: Classic 
Night, retro with DJ Davey James « FRI: 
How Sweet It Is, hip-hop and R&B with 
Urban Metropolis (DJ Ice, Kwake) * SAT: 
For Those Who Know, with Junior Brown, 
Amedeo, Remo Williams and guests 


IRON HORSE—8101-103 Street, info 438- 
1907 © FRI-SAT: top 40 dance and R&B 
with Alix D] 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 424- 
2851 * WED: Main-The Classic, retro with 
Dj Loki; Velvet-progressive house with Ariel 
& Roel * THU: Lush—Trauma, drum ‘n’ 
bass & jungle with residents Phatcat, 
Deegree, Skoolee and guests—MAY 16: 
Skoolee’s Birthday Bash, with Ikon; MAY 
23: Ms. Kelly (Calgary) * FRI: Lush-Wheels, 
house with Remo Williams and Bobby 
Torpedo and rotating guests—MAY 17: 
Amadeo; Velvet—Underground, alternative 
& retro with Eddie Lunchpail * SAT: Turbo, 
Progressive trance and house with alternat- 
ing guests—MAY 18: Olav Basoski 
(Netherlands), Charlie Mayhem; Velvet: 
Forties ‘n’ Nines, with Rerun and Sundog « 


SUN MAY 19: Aphrodite (UK), with MC 
Degree, Phatcat, Skoolee, Degree and MC 
Flopro; Lounge: Rude D, Lickety Split, 
Bobby Torpedo 


MAJESTIK—10123-112 St. * MON: Skool, 
house and tech house with Charlie Mayhem, 
Anthony Donohue and guests * TUE: Dj 
Karaoke * WED: Masterbase presents 
Volume, drum ‘n’ bass with D} Celcius, MC 
Deadly, Ghetto F/X, ].Me.J, Dale Force and 
guests * THU; House night with residents 
Tripswitch, Sweetz, Kristoff and guests— 
MAY 9: Grooverobber (Van.) @ FRI: Slammin’, 
house and progressive club with Charlie 
Mayhem, Kristoff and guests * SAT: hard 
house with Crunchee, Jaw-Dee and guests— 
MAY 18: Kultcha (Vancouver) * SUN MAY 
19: D] Woody of Binary Finary (UK) 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-112 
St., 413-4578 * TUE: Likwid Lounge— 
Stellar, Brit Pop, Mod and indie Rock, with 
Dj Bluejay and Travy D * WED: Suburbs— 
Atmosphere, old school, soul, house and 
hip hop, with Cool Curt and Slacks * THU: 
Suburbs—Infinity, house and progressive 
with the Starving DJs, Pilotpriest (month- 
ly) and guests—MAY 16: Pauly Dee 
(Calgary); MAY 23: David Stone and 
Derkin © FRI: Suburbs—Rock, with Simon 
LeBondage, Bluejay, DJ Damage * SAT: 
Suburbs—Saturdays Suck, with DJ Blue Jay 
and Nik Rofeelya 


PURE—10551-82 Avenue, 995-PURE @ 
TUES: Pure Opulence, house with residents 
Yvo DelCanto and Richard Delamar, with 
guests—MAY 28: Luanch party with Jon 
Delerious (Calgary) * WED: Live Cargo, live 
electronic music with Dj Special Agent K 
and guests—MAY 22: Opening night with 
G.l. Jody (acid/trance/breaks p.a.), Geoffrey 
| ® THU: Cold & Jaded, industrial and hard- 
corte with The Biomechanic and guests— 
MAY 16: Leslie (Ottawa, industrial), 
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Tiffany's’ 
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"Skool House/Tech House 
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Hydromis (Calgary, darkcore/no), ‘ 
MAY 23: Dj NikRofeelya * FRI: Dj 9...) 
SAT: DJ Dragon, eclectic dance mys. 


RED’S—Phase 3, West Edmonto, 
MON: Mike's Mondays * Tugs 
Tuesdays * SAT; Saturday Night pay; 
D] Kenny K * SUN: Hypno Sunday, 


THE ROXY—10544-82 Ave, 437-7655 
THU: Metal Night © FRI-SAT: top 40...” 
and R&B with DJ Extreme 


THE ROOST—10345-104 st. },,:, 
Upstairs: Roots, R&B and hip-hop ,,,, 
Break Fluid and Alvaro « FRj Upstat 
house with Alvaro, Headspin, Diabe i 
Topaz, Yvo and quests m 


SAVOY—10401 Whyte Ave, 438.93, 

FRI: Indie Rock, with Djs Rich and Shan. 
SAT: Beats, with Ariel & Roel ¢ SUN: Fyan, 
Pop, with Deja Dj i 


THE SPOT—10148-105 5 at 
night/after hours) * THU: Ladies Noy. 
with Djs Cool Curt, POW, Pink 
Ambiguous ® FRI: The Fearless Five « 
Infinity, trance and hard house 
Starving DJs (Tristan Newton, Vaas 
and guests 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)-| 147 
104 St., Bsmt. 905-8024 * FRI: Astrotriy 
Darcy Ryan, S2 * SAT: house with Manny. 
Mulatto and Locks Garant with rot ting 
guests Solo, Ryan Mason and Lickety 


THERAPY (late night/after how 

18+)-10028-102 Street (alley entrance 
info 903-7666 ® FRI: Upstairs—Gunds 

Prime & Propa, Tripswitch, LP: Bunker— 
Saki& Spanky, Alias, Charlie Mayhem « 
SAT: Jameel (progressive), Sweetz (breaks 
Dave Thierman (hard flow), Tiff-Siiy 
hard house), Sureshock w/ MC Fi 
(drum ‘n’ bass), Miss Syne (funky he 
SUN MAY 19: Frosted Breaks (Apt 
afterparty), with Tryptomene, Trips 
Degree, David Stone, Remo, Spilt | 
Sweetz, Cool Hand Luc, LP, Krist 

Derkin, Greg Wynn vs Anthony Donohue 
Johnny 5 vs Jameel, Prime & Propha 
Sureshock & Flowpro, Shottee, Old Bit 

Feen, Little Satan, Powder 4 
Gundam, Marco Polo 
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a.azme Annow (MCA) 

if the best kind of hip hop has some- 
thing to say, the new album by the 
dynamic duo of Blackalicious (a.k.a. 
Gift of Gab and Chief Xcel) speaks vol- 
umes. The songs cover subjects politi- 
cal, spiritual and personal, many of 
them mixing cynical criticisms with 
support for positive activism; overall, 
the dise rests on an underlying foun- 
dation of faith and hope that honours 
the strong soul influence that per- 
vades most of the tracks. 

Gab’s fluid and intelligent lyrics 
blend smoothly with the creative and 
innovative beats laid down by Chief 
Xcel, creating a sonic journey that 
engages the mind’s higher functions 
while still making your booty shake. 
From the frantic and amusing 
“Chemical Calisthenics” to the more 
laid-back “Nowhere Fast,” there are 
few low points on the album. There 
are also some great collaborations 
with Cut Chemist and Chali 2NA of 
jurassic 5, Ben Harper and even 
members of Blackalicious’s old Sole- 
side/Quannum crew. 

It all adds up to a disc that is sure 
to satisfy fans and draw even more 
into the Blackalicious fold. we ¥& 
—James ELFORD 


CQ, the debut feature from 
writer/director Roman Coppola (his 
father, Francis Ford Coppola, gets an 
executive producer credit), uses the 
groovy backdrop of the international 
cinema scene of the ‘60s to tell the 
story of an earnest young director's 
attempt to make a futuristic, Bar- 
borella-style spy romp—judging from 
the stills in the CD sleeve of the 
soundtrack album, the film looks like 
a cross between Austin Powers and 
Day for Night. And the soundtrack, by 
electronica act Mellow, does every- 
thing in its power to conjure up that 
era of models, miniskirts and Moogs 
'n all its pop-art glory. 
The music for the movie-within- 
the-movie (which draws upon the 
pleasantly retro sound of modern-day 
French house music) provides most of 
the albums highlights, with tunes like 
ee Dragonfly” (“Dragon- 
Me warbles the breathy voice of the 
emale singer, “secret agent undercov- 
&r/Dragonfly/Could you be my 
lover?"), “Dragonfly Car Chase” and 
Rivilozione Sessantanova”. setting a 


mood as intoxicatingly cool as a well- 
prepared martini in a Rome nightclub. 
The two most rousing tracks on the 
disc are the two most distinctively 
Gallic ones, Claude Francois’s catchy 
"Ce Soir Je Vais Boire” and Paul Piot’s 
campy “Tous En Scéne,” but since CQ 
is set in the only decade of the 20th 
century when it was actually cool to 
like the French, perhaps that’s appro- 
priate. Yer ve —Paut MatwycHuK 


Gravity Kits 

SuPersTARveD (EMI) 
Does the world need another metal 
act like Gravity Kills? There have 
already been countless bands, from 
Stabbing Westward to Rob Zombie, 
that have combined metal with an 
industrial backdrop, and Gravity Kills 
does little to convince the listener into 
thinking that they’re doing anything 
more than copping the scene. 

Add to that the surprisingly horrid 
production from the usually reliable 
Martin Atkins of Killing Joke and 
Revolting Cocks fame, and you have a 
record that’s more about annoyance 
than true balls-out attitude. If any- 
thing, Gravity Kills‘s best chance for 
success is to market themselves as a 
metal novelty act like Powerman 
5000—hey, remember them? The 
band’s sound, over-compressed to the 
point where if there were any low end 
(or indeed even a bass player in the 
mix, even though two of the mem- 
bers are credited as bassists), it’s total- 
ly obscured by the thin, grating 
guitars. But, hell, some people dig 
Andrew WK, and he uses those same 
production values. Maybe that’s the 
new thing: a death-to-bass-players 
pact that’s been signed by the major 
labels to chop costs associated with 
hiring session guys. 

The playing is poor, the vocals are 
clichéd, and the songwriting is hack- 
neyed. And the acoustic guitar-with- 
digital-effects at Depeche Mode’s 
“Personal Jesus” comes off as a desper- 
ate attempt at credibility. You can dress 
up Gravity Kills as a metal act, but if 
you want to get any aggression out of 
this CD, you'd best turn the treble to 
zero and turn on the super bass. 
Maybe, just maybe, the record will 
sound if some effort had been spent on 
the production. @” —Sreven SANDOR 


Foxy Brown, Queen Pen and Li'l Kim 
typify the confused sexual politics of 
the music industry. Some people 
believe them to be the ultimate 
empowered females, while others dis- 
miss them as nothing more than 
pawns in a male-dominated industry. 
Enter Sharissa, whose new album, 
No Half Steppin’, sets out to break out 
of the female-vocalist mould. Unfortu- 
nately, the disc does little more than 
throw a match on a raging housefire. 
Though Sharissa seems to believe her 
songs are defiant and dangerous, this 
album is routine and dull. “Any Other 
Night,” the first single, for instance, is 
one-more account of a woman regain* 


ing control of her relationship by— 
guess what?—sleeping with another 
man. And the empowerment rolls on. 

Still, there are some high points 
amid the monotony. “All These Years,” 
a tale of a long relationship gone bad, 
complete with references to kids, 
break-ups and make-ups, is a stand- 
out. Clubgoers, don’t despair either— 
“Put Down That Phone” and the title 
track should be making their way to 
dancefloors before the summer is out. 

While I’m sure Sharissa hoped to 
make a bigger splash, the overly famil- 
iar message of No Half Steppin’ ends 
up as little more than a sidenote. 
Fete d —SEAN AusTIN-JoyNer 


Wanren Zevon My Rive’s HERE 
(ARTEMIS) 

On his previous album, 2001's under- 
rated Life’l/ Kill Ya, Warren Zevon 
sounded particularly cranky—even by 
Warren Zevon standards. The songs 
were stripped-down, barbed and bit- 
ter, recorded with the aid of only a 
couple of sidemen; they sounded like 
the work of a cantankerous hermit 
whose misanthropic outlook on life 
and love was redeemed only by a 
bold streak of sardonic humour. 

My Ride’s Here, by contrast, con- 
sists mostly of so-so collaborations 
between Zevon and a string of his 
well-known buddies: “Basket Case,” 
one of the worst songs Zevon has 
ever recorded, was co-written with 
Florida comic crime novelist Carl 
Hiaasen; Hunter S. Thompson con- 
tributed lyrics to “You're a Whole Dif- 
ferent Person When You're Scared”; 
David Letterman does a guest vocal 
on a novelty number called “Hit 
Somebody! (The Hockey Song).” 
Indeed, too many of the tracks— 
including the faux Irish ballad 
“MacGillicuddy’s Reeks” or the Serge 
Gainsbourg cover “Laissez-moi Tran- 
quille”—feel like novelty items, with 
Zevon substituting gimmicks like 
singing in French for emotional 
investment in the material. 

Thankfully, Zevon puts aside the 
jokiness on songs like the bittersweet 
“| Have to Leave” and the sly “Lord 
Byron‘s Luggage,” both of which have 
the same blend of regret, acid wit and 
unexpected lyrical left turns that 


marks his best work, “I've got a bitter ” 


pot of je ne sais quoi,” Zevon sings on 
“Genius,” but My Ride’s Here indicates 
that perhaps Zevon’s best stuff comes 
out when he drinks alone. #¥e¥%e — 
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© Spider-Man left 72 million strands of 
his web hanging around New York City! 


© Unfaithful deceived Richard Gere in 
14.2 million restaurant bathrooms! 


© The New Guy stole 9.5 million story 
points from Gan’t Buy Me Love! 


© The Scorpion King hai 
~ million digital bad guys! ‘ 

@ Changing Lanes veered back and 
across 3.5 million milés of highway! — 
© Murder By Numbers tallied up 2.3 © 
‘million homoerotic moments beoween 
Michael Pitt and Ryan Gosling! 

@ The Rookie represented Dennis 
Quaid’s 2.3 millionth comeback! 
@ The stars of Panic Room got 1.5 rie 
lion slivers from running around the 
house barefoot! 
© Ice Age spawned 1.4 million Sqrat 
fan sites! 
© Life or Something Like It left 1.3 mil- 
lion filmgoers wondering when 
Angelina jolie turned into Meg Ryan! 


THE ASTERISK* 


Saturday Night Live's Tina Fey 1s Dennis 
Miers niece* 


The will of Lisa “Left Eye" Lopes reported- 
ly bequeaths her right eye to science and 
her left eye to the Smithsonian* 


Willem Dafoe has signed a deal to appear 
in 2 regular role on Will and Grace as a yoga 
teacher who stalks fack* 


‘Tennss sar Anna Kournikova has agreed to sar 
ina bope oftum-ofthecernury activis: Emma 
Goldman, toair on the USA Newwork* 


Kellogg’s has temporarily shelved plans to 

release a breakfast cereal named for singer 

Jewel* 

Kelsey Grammer is currently recording a 
rity rap single with hip-hop’s Nelly, 

efxied “Southern Grammer.” The star of 


Frasier is reportedly a long-time hip-hop 
fan and amateur MC* 


Diet guru Dr. Robert Atkins has inked a 


*THEY HAVE THE RING OF TRUTH TO THEM, BUT THAT’S IT! 


three-year deal to be the new spokesperson 


for Wendy's bunless cheeseburgers* 


The X-Files’ Gillian Anderson plans to take 
a two-year sabbatical, during which she'll 
attempe to teach herself the Japanese game 
of Go while in total seclusion* 


Former jackass Johnny Knoxville reveals in a ] 
new biography that he spent much ofthe | 
"80s typing up manuscripcs for horrormeis- | 
ter Stephen King” 


Woody Allen is reportedly planning a film 
adaptation of the popular book Blood 
Menidian, with himself as the lead* 


Director Kevin Smith reportedly became so 
irate at the postings of Internet fans that 
he now never goes near a computer, and 
has banned computers from the offices of 
his production company, View Askew* 


Actor Adam Goldberg was once a sudent 
of mentalist Uri Geller, and will still bend 
spoons en occasion asa party trick* 
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Rupert Ev erett’s Algy grows on Judi Dench in The Importance of Being Earnest 


Importance of 
Being Earnest has 
too much slapstick, 
not enough poise 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


eagerly flash their panties at the cam- 
era. Shortly after Gwendolen (Frances 
O'Connor) gleefully accepts a mar- 
tiage proposal from a man she 
believes is named Earnest but is actu- 
ally called Jack (Colin Firth), Parker 
has her immediately hightail it to a 
tattoo parlour to have the name 
“Earnest” inscribed across her but- 
tocks. (Firth is shown getting a big 
“Gwendolen” tattoo in the same 
location underneath the closing cred 


e new Miramax film version 
of Oscar Wilde’s canonical i - 
1895 play The Importance of > its—it's Parker's big slapstick payoff.) 


Being Earnest feels as though direc- 
tor Oliver Parker believed there was 
some danger that unless he made it 
perfectly clear, audiences would 
somehow fail to understand the 
movie was supposed to be a comedy. 
And so, the action begins not with a 
volley of lively drawing-room banter, 
but with a comical chase scene in 
which high-living reprobate Algernon 
Moncrieff—played by Rupert Everett, 
complete with comedy mustache—is 
chased through the London streets by 
a trio of angry creditors, jumping into 
passing carriages and tipping his hat 
roguishly at the alarmed lady passen- 
ger fanning herself on the opposite 
seat while the soundtrack pulsates 
with “jaunty” period music. 

The problem with The Importance 
of Being Earnest isn't so much that 
Parker has omitted or shortened 
scenes from Wilde’s play or even that 
he’s invented new ones—it’s that so 
much of what Parker adds seems 
either broad or condescending or 
simply antithetical to the Wilde spirit 
of high comedy. The characters are 
forever getting splattered with mud 
or fainting onto parlour floors or 


going to clubs where chorus girls’ 


And whenever Jack’s young, pretty 
ward Cecily (Reese Witherspoon) day- 
dreams about her ideal man, Parker 
shows us her fantasies—lush tableaux 
modelled after pre-Raphaelite paint- 


ings of King Arthur's court. (It’s a silly 
touch that’s made even sillier by 
Parker's lack of sensuality—these 
images lack the lurid, giddy fleshiness 
that’s the main characteristic of pre- 
Raphaelite art, not to mention the 
fantasies of young, cloistered girls.) 


Reese’s thesis 


Nevertheless, Witherspoon manages 
to give the best performance in the 
film. This is, I believe, the first role for 
which she’s been required to adopt 
an accent, and while I can’t speak 
with any authority on the accuracy of 
the results, those plummy, overripe 
tones she comes out with seem per- 
fectly suited to the slightly arch 
flavour of Wilde's epigrammatic dia- 
logue, Few actresses have ever been 
able to take self‘absorbed; somewhat 


deluded heroines and make they, 
winning and funny and likab) 
Witherspoon can—the utterly ypor 
barrassed vanity of Elle Wood: (a 
character she Played in Lega 
Blonde), for instance, was precise), 
that character's best feature! With 
spoon carries over that quality int: 
this film; when Gwendolen asks Cec) 
ly if she could look her over and Ceci 
ly replies, “Of course—I'm quite fond 
of being looked at,” it’s a line that 
could just as easily have been spoken 
by Elle. One of the funniest conceit 
in Wilde’s play is that it’s the men 
who are the frantic ones, the dith: 
ers, while the women remain unflap 
pable no matter how outrageous th: 
circumstances become. And Withei 
spoon’s Cecily, with those big e 
and that amazing, sturdy chin fit 
tight into this notion. 

Of the two male stars, Firth 
underplaying fares better tha 
Everett’s overplaying. Firth has alway 
excelled at playing men trying t 
mask intense discomfort with a digni 
fied demeanour—his quintessential 
scene may be the Christmas party in 
Bridget Jones’s Diary, where his dour 
expression and his reindeer sweater 
each clashed hilariously with t! 
other—and he gets to do a lot of fair 
ly amusing squirming in this film 
especially in the scene where he sub- 
mits to an interrogration from Gwen 
dolen’s mother, Lady Bracknell, to see 
if he is a suitable son-in-law. Judi 
Dench plays Lady Bracknell, and 
while there’s nothing wrong with her 
performance, she plays the role exact- 
ly the way you'd expect she would— 
except without the extra dash o! 
imperial slyness she brought to a sim- 
ilar role as Queen Elizabeth I in Shake- 
Speare in Love. Add in the fact that 
she’s such an obvious casting choice, 
and her two big scenes feel like disap 
pointments instead of the comic 
highlights they ought to be. (To have 
one Lady Bracknell scene not pay off 
is a misfortune; for Parker to fumble 
both looks like carelessness.) 

It’s interesting to compare Park- 
er’s film to the 1952 Anthony 
Asquith version of Earnest, which is 
so poised and confident that, 
despite the farcical elements of the 
story, the comedy feels almost 
serene. Parker, by contrast, has 
directed his film in an agitated man 
ner—and, to borrow Algernon s 
words, he gets butter on his cuffs. © 


a 


AS 


The Importance of Being Earnest 
Adapted and directed by Oliver Parker 
* Starring Rupert Everett, Colin Firth, 
Frances O'Connor, Reese Witherspoon 
and Judi Dench * Opens Fri, May 24 


ack of the Clones 
deems Star Wars 


5) DAVE JOHNSTON 


s Darth Vader once said, the 
force is strong with this one. 
rhe second part of the Star 
fas prequel trilogy, Attack of The 
ones puts George Lucas’s epic tale 
the Skywalker family in a galaxy 
, far away back on track. It is a dark- 
- more thrilling installment than its 
snvoluted predecessor, 1999’s The 
hantom Menace, and ranks as the best 
m in the entire series, save for 
980’s The Empire Strikes Back. 

High praise? There are a lot of 
milarities between Empire and 
ynes, which echo each other in the 
and dramatic arc of one hero's jour- 
y told in the language of B-movies. 
t instead of redemption, this is the 
ginning of one man’s fall into dark- 
ess. Mind you, the dialogue is a 
axy away from the gothic heights 
Empire, but Lucas has never had a 
reat ear for subtle interplay between 


frokes, and Clones is certainly the 
ne of the most stunning and satisfy- 
hy things he’s ever created for the 
jig screen—a perfect popcorn movie. 
Worth the price of admission all 
itself is the duel between Jedi Mas- 
+ Yoda and the sinister Count 
ooku (Christopher Lee). There’s no 
oint in explaining this scene in 
yords; suffice it to say that the critics 
ittending the preview screening were 


cheering when it ripped into actjon. 
Detractors will also be thrilled to 
know that the much-maligned Jar Jar 
Binks plays a bit part in this chapter, 
and one crucial scene will give them 
justification to hate the Gungan. 

Ten years have passed since 
Anakin Skywalker fell into the com- 
pany of the Jedi, and he has now 
grown from the precocious 10-year- 
old played by Jake Lloyd into the 
reckless teenage personage of Hayden 
Christensen. Weary of his monastic 
apprenticeship under Obi-Wan Keno- 
bi (a bearded and entertaining Ewan 
McGregor), Anakin figures he’s better 
than anyone else in the hallowed 
order, a sentiment encouraged by 
Supreme Chancellor Palpatine (devi- 
ously portrayed by Ilan McDiarmid). 
Anakin’s restlessness is further 
inflamed when he and Obi-Wan are 


e sci-fi 


instructed to protect former Naboo 
Queen Padmé Amidala (Natalie Port- 
man, free of her fashion disasters), 
now a senator in the fabled Republic. 
Uprisings have begun to threaten the 
stability of the planetary union, and 
Palpatine urges for the formation of 
an army to resist the separatists. 


Fett accompli 


With the exception of a dizzying 
chase through the skies and streets of 
the capital planet of Coruscant, much 
of the film’s first half is weighted 
down by exposition. Things don’t 
really get rocking until Obi-Wan sets 
off to investigate a mysterious water- 
world where he discovers a clone 


Ewan McGregor lo 


army already being formed, supposed- 
ly at the request of a long-dead Jedi 
master. While he chases after bounty 
hunter Jango Fett (Temuera Morri- 
son), who may hold answers to the 
unfolding mystery, Anakin and 
Padmé tangle with their sense of duty 
and responsibility back on Naboo. 
Naturally, a forbidden romance 
ensues between the childhood 
friends, which is put to the test after 
an ill-fated search for Anakin’s mother 
on Tatooine and he sets slowly down 
the path that will eventually lead him 
into the armour of Darth Vader. 
However, despite script help from 
Jonathan Hales, Lucas still has a tin 
ear for dialogue. He can create plan- 
ets, but he can’t create romance any 
better than the average soap opera. If 
the imagery in the Star Wars films 
pays homage to everything from The 
Sea Hawk to The Searchers, you'd 
think Lucas would be willing to steal 
from Wuthering Heights or some- 
thing. But enduring these scenes is a 
necessary evil—after all, Luke and 
Leia have to be born somehow. 
Lucas does succeed on many 


s a little Obi-Wan next to Hay 


other points. In the case of Chris- 
tensen and Portman, you can see 
where Luke and Leia get their 
charm—Anakin is an angst-ridden 
teen with immeasurable talent and 
limited maturity to control it, while 
Padmé is a driven leader with a pas- 
sionate heart. Veteran actor Christo- 
pher Lee creates a menacing Count 
Dooku, while Samuel L. Jackson pre- 
dictably makes Mace Windu the 
absolute coolest of all Jedi. Best of 
all is McGregor’s charismatic por- 
trayal of Obi-Wan, which moves 
from lethal intent to light-hearted 
banter with believable ease. 


Might as well go for Yoda 


Clones is also breathtaking to watch. 
Shot entirely on digital tape, the 
movie will effectively set anyone's hes- 
itations about the medium to rest; its 
sprawling visages leap off the screen 
into spectacular life, even after their 
transfer to celluloid. The CG special 
effects are nothing short of astound- 
ing—especially in the case of Yoda, 
who is more emotive and dynamic 


ohn Paskievich 
akes piercing 
tocumentaries 
about the immigrant 
xperience ~ 


Sy KEVIN MAGER 


™m a WASP male, born and raised 
in the suburbs. Growing up, my 
idea of local history had some- 
"ing to do with a pack of du Mauri- 
is and the local Red Rooster. Three 
ins by John Paskievich, My Moth- 
rs Village, If Only I Were an 
ndian and Gypsies of Svinia, 
ave shown me how little I learned 
Social Studies, and how limited 
y liberal view of the world is. 
Paskievich is a second-genera- 
Hon Canadian; his parents were 
°rn in Ukraine. Watching My 
Dther's Village, | was constantly 
Minded of my childhood friends, 
Hany of whom still have their Babas 
4G Gidos out for the Sunday din- 
*r. | didn’t know that 10 million of 
*m had died under the hand of 
‘® Stalin or that, until 1991, 
Taine was ruled by foreign 
‘tons for 300 years. I'd heard 


about the solid Ukrainian work 
ethic, sure, but it was Paskievich 
who told me about the deep psy- 
chological wounds generating what 
he describes as almost a desperation. 

What, really, can it be like for a 
person to arrive from an oppressed 
country or a Displaced Persons 
refugee camp who tastes freedom for 
the first time and decides, along 
with the rest of the community, to 
shoulder the responsibility for keep- 
ing the homeland alive in your new- 
found home? Specifically, Paskievich 
asks what it’s been like for the (now) 
adult children, like himself, of those 


‘documentary 


displaced Ukrainian immigrants to 
grow up without even the idea of a 
free motherland—and to suffer for 
their parents’ nation’s pride. 

Truly, though, until 1991, these 
second-generation residents of Cana- 
da, or whatever nation accepted 
their parents as refugees, these peo- 
ple have been the last hope. Pask- 
jevich introduces us to their struggle 
first, crosscutting to footage and 
interviews with people in the 
Ukrainian village of Kamiana Hora. 
Juxtaposing the tortured-yet-affluent 


Sub-Ukrainian homesick blues 


Ukrainian-Canadians with the joy- 
ous song and dance of the hardy 
locals in Ukraine is a little unnerving 
at first. What, really, is the problem? 
Then the harrowing, dark history of 
the Ukraine begins to unfold and 
the genuine empathy swells. 


The Czechs are on the trail 


As documentaries, Paskievich’s films 
entertain with their rich, varied, 
multifaceted human testimonials. If 
Only I Were an Indian looks at a 
group of Czechoslovakians return- 
ing to the ways of, well, the North 
American native. Appropriately, the 
film’s title is taken from a Kafka 
quote; the sight of these people 
practising their best form of native 
Indian life-in-the-bush, all while the 
camera crew and three Canadian 
natives look on and interact with 
them is surreal, to say the least. 

Dr. David Scheffel, a Canadian 
anthropologist, and three Manitoban 
natives accompany Paskievich as he 
observes and interviews these people 
who study and practise traditional 
native ways of life. Our perception of 
what at first seems like a large case of 
cultural misappropriation is broad- 
ened and enriched by Paskievich’s 


interviews with. his subjects. Individ. , 


ually, they have all 
rejected communism 
and its social forms 
and found a sense of 
community in their 
shared fascination 
with native cultures, 
in what seems to me 
to be a case of “noble 
savage” worship. Yet 
even the Manitoban 
natives become con- 
vinced of these peo- 
ple’s conviction. It’s 
a tough case: both the Czechs and 
the natives have actually suffered at 
the hands of the ignorant simply for 
being native, even if their actual defi- 
nition of that term is somewhat 
blurred. You be the judge. 


Ukrainiar 


Doing as the Romani do 


Gypsies of Svinia drops us into a Slo- 
vakian town and its growing gypsy 
slum, Like My Mother's Village and If 
Only I Were an Indian, the film's 
turning point occurs halfway 
through; in Gypsies, the transition is 
from a “Sally Struthers Network” 
perspective to one bolstered by 
Paskievich’s willingness to interview 
the Romani (the gypsies), who are 


never granted a forum by anyone. 


role) i! 


en Christensen in Attack of the Clones 


than he ever could be as a puppet on 
the end of Frank Oz’s arm. The battle 
scenes are stunning as well. Whether 
it’s Obi-Wan’s duel with Jango Fett or 
the climactic battle between man and 
machine—shot with a harrowing 
sense of immediacy—you will hang 
on the edge of your seat. The evoca- 
tive score by John Williams is easily 
the best work he’s done in years 
underlining the action with wonder- 
fully emotional orchestration. ¥ 

As we await that last chapter 
feel confident that the epic 
grandeur of Clones will probably 
stand up to repeated viewing, espe- 
cially among the Star Wars faithful. 
If Menace let you down, know that 
Clones will give you new hope. As 
Yoda said, “There is another.” Per- 
sonally, I can hardly wait. © 


Star Wars: Episode Two— 

Attack of the Clones 

Directed by George Lucas * 

Written by George Lucas and 

Jonathan Hales * Starring Ewan 

McGregor, Hayden Christensen and 
Natalie Portman * Now playing» 


My Mother's Village 


Once again, Scheffel accompanies 
Paskievich, and is instrumental in 
opening communication between 
the Romani and the Slovakians. 

Let me just say that I have rarely 
seen brighter examples of the 
human spirit or more acute displays 
of prejudice in the contemporary 
world, than I have in these Pask- 
ievich films. He has a talent for find- 
ing both the conflicts that divide wi 
-and the hope for a unified future. @ 


The Films of John Paskievich 

If Only | Were an Indian: Fri, May 

17 (7pm); Gypsies of Svinia: Fri 

May 17 (9pm); My Mother's 
Village: Sat-Sun, May 78-19 (8pm)s>» 

e Zeidler Hall, The Citadel « Metro 

Cinema * 425-9212 


Director reinvents 
himself with the 
sexy, seriocomic Y 
Tu Mama También 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Pe 


ost North American film- 
goers’ first encounter with 
director Alfonso Cuaré6n 


was his sublime 1995 adaptation of 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel A 
Little Princess, perhaps the most 
visionary children’s film since The 
Wizard of Oz. When he followed 
that up in 1998 with the modern- 
ized, Ethan Hawke/Gwyneth Pal- 
trow version of Dickens's Great 
Expectations, he seemed to cement 
his reputation as a creator of visual- 
ao lush fables that combined a 
sophisticated, lyrical, intimate, very 
modern cinematic sensibility with a 
deep respect and understanding of 
Victorian-era melodrama 
But before he ever set foot in 
Hollywood, Cuarén had made an 
arlier film in his home country of 
Mexico, an exuberant sex comedy 


he co-wrote with his brother Carlos 
called Love in the Time of Hysteria. 
That film tackled such un-Victori- 
an topics as Don Juan-ism and the 
spread of AIDS, and became an 
immediate smash hit with Mexican 
audiences. For his latest film, ¥ Tu 
Mama También, Cuar6n 
returned to Mexico, collaborated 
once again with Carlos on the 
script and once again put sex—in 
all its ridiculous glory—at the cen- 
tre of it all. The result is even fun- 
nier, smarter and more erotic than 
its predecessor; Y Tu Mamd También 
is the freshest, most rambunctious 
and exciting movie of the year so 
far, and after breaking box-office 
records in Mexico, it’s shaping up 
to be a monster hit straight across 
North America as well. 

1 spoke with Alfonso Cuar6n 
last week over the telephone and 
found him to be as open, funny 
and candid as his films. Here’s our 
conversation. 


Vue Weekly: Y Tu Mama También 
is a rewrite of a screenplay you and 
your brother did many, many 
years ago and then abandoned, is 


Alfonso Cuaron: Mama’s boy 


that right? 

Alfonso Cuarén: No, no, no. 
The original idea comes from many 
years ago, but we didn’t write a 
word—maybe a couple of notes on 
a napkin, but nothing more than 
that. And every couple of years we 
would get together and discuss it, 
but we could never figure out how 
to make it work—until a couple of 
years ago, when we decided in the 
script to make context as impor- 
tant as character. Then we were 
able to write it. 


VW: When you say “context,” 
are you talking about all the asides 
and extra information you get from 
the narrator? 

AC: Yes, having that constant 
presence of everything that is 
around the characters, so they’re 
not just travelling in front of post- 
card landscapes, but human groups 
and social classes. 

VW: Those asides give the film 
a political dimension, and yet the 
film doesn’t seem didactic. There's 


a tbebe 


pert itaewene 
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a light-hearted quality to it. 

AC: Well, we never intended it 
as a political film. For us, it’s a 
movie about identity—the two 
boys searching for their identity as 
adults, the woman looking for her 
identity as a liberated woman, but 
not in a political or ideological way. 
More in a spiritual way. And it’s an 
observation of a country that, in 
my opinion, is a teenage country 
looking to become an adult coun- 
try. When you're dealing with a 
country’s search for identity, it may 
seem political, but I think it’s deep- 
er than that. You're trying to under- 
stand the core of a culture. 
“Political” can be interpreted as a 
judgment—and we were trying to 
make more of an observation. 

VW: Well, it’s a very non-judg- 
mental movie. You get the sense 
that while you may not necessarily 
approve of everything the two 
boys, Tenoch and Julio, do in the 
film, you still like them a lot. Is 
that fair to say? 

AC: Oh, yeah, That’s the thing 
that confuses people, though; they 
don’t understand that not judging 


the characters doesn’t mean that 


Riau eile. a 


you approve of them. What audi 
ences must connect with is the 
humanity of the characters. But | 
also think that even though th« 
boys appear to be having so muc! 
fun, there’s a sense of melancholy 
that comes out. 

VW: A lot of that melancholy 
comes through Maribel Verdu’s pet 
formance as Luisa. 

AC: I agree. I think she 
absolutely anchors the film—she 
the catalyst of the film, but shes 
also the anchor. 

VW: One review of the film 
called it “a teen sex comedy astride 
a grave.” 

AC: Well, when we were writ- 
ing it, we never thought of it as 4 
comedy. We thought of it as 4 
drama with a lot of laughs, with 4 
sense of humour, I think the basi’ 
Structure of the film is that of 4 
drama and the approach to the 
characters is that of a drama. But 
the kind of drama I admire th« 
most is the kind that can be very 
very funny—Anton Chekho* 
Harold Pinter. 

VW: Are there moments in the 
film that still make you laugh when 
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peezy, sweetly melancholy, 
Hniushingly down to earth and 
exy as all hell, Alfonso 
« ¥ Ta Mama También is a 
relief not only for the cinema 
xico (where it’s become the 
y's biggest hit of all time), but 
- whole movie-watching world. 
has rarely been able to truly 
ce the erotic freedom of other, 
established artforms like sculp- 
nainting, poetry or novels, but ¥ 
ma sings with a singular, 
y, sensual gaiety that’s a million 
‘from the weird kinks, Freudian 
pleak pretensions of Bufiuel, 
enberg, Bertolucci, Lynch or 
a (great filmmakers all who 
their own significant marks 
¢ a more sexual cinema, but in 
overtly neurotic or abstract 
| Cuarén’s is a film that (partly) 
ts glories in the basest and most 
subject of modern movies: teen 
Yet Cuar6én (returning to his 
country after directing A Little 
s and Great Expectations in the 
) and his screenwriter brother 
s examine the subject with more 
er distance and thoughtful 
t than any dozen American Pies 
could while still being just as 
fun—if not more. 
{ Tu Mama is the coming-of-age 
of two randy Mexico City pals 
ihe verge of manhood. Julio 
pres Perros’ ferally handsome 
Garcia Bernal) is the middle- 
son of a single mother while 
ealthy, privileged Tenoch 


watch it? 
AC; Oh, I have this rule that 
en I'm finished making a 
ic, | don’t watch it again. But 
eve me, I saw it so many times 
en we were editing it and a lot 
ult in it made me laugh. What 
«me laugh, I think, was most- 
just the immediacy and the 
lanity that the actors brought 
heir parts 
VW: There’s so maay scenes in 
‘tu, like the one where the two 
Ss visit the supermarket, where 
«s such freedom in the way 
y re filmed. Did you approach 
Movie in a different way from 
ou approached, say, A Little 
&Ss Or Great Expectations? 
AC: Oh, it was totally differ- 
thal was one of the reasons I 
‘ed to make this film, At the 
» Ol Great Expectations, my cine- 
°8rapher and myself both felt 
“arch of a style, and we were 
4 ‘'ing dead ends, When you 
‘(ting dead ends like that, 
‘y(hing you do starts to come 
very claustrophobic, very 
que, because you start over- 
Pensating. Also, in those films, 
)thing had been very subjec- 
vetything was filmed from 
1 “Ot OF view of the main 
‘cter, A Little Princess, for 


(Diego Luna) is the son of Mexico’s 
corrupt secretary of state. We first 
meet these guys apart, but united in 
spirit: both are screwing their girl- 
friends one last time before the girls 
leave for summer vacation. Both 
make their girlfriends promise to be 
true—even though, only hours later, 
they're boasting about the new sexu- 
al conquests they plan to exact in 
the girls’ absence. They’re on the 
cusp of what will surely prove to be 
their last summer of boyish inno- 
cence, seemingly endless days of get- 
ting stoned, goofing around and 
masturbating on the diving boards 
of Tenoch’s family swimming pool 
to shared fantasies of Salma Hayek. 
Then the boys meet Luisa (the 
superb, beguiling Spanish actress 
Maribel Verdi), the fetching Spanish 
wife of Tenoch’s novelist cousin. 
They tell Luisa about a beach idyll 


named Heaven's Mouth they plan on 
driving to, boldly proposing that she 
join them—and, to their mutual 
shock, she accepts the offer. (Now if 
only they hadn’t made the whole 
thing up!) Luisa, 10 years their senior, 
is disenchanted with life and perhaps 
sees the trip as some kind of personal 
exorcism. (Though at first the full 
scope of her motivations is not 
entirely clear to us, there's definitely 
more going on than just the desire to 
titillate a couple of horny kids.) And 
so, with the shimmering highway 
from the capital down to Oaxaca’s 
coast stretching out before them, Y 
Tu Mama becomes a road movie. 


Mommie dearest 


The title (which translates as And 
Your Mother Too), refers not only 
to the boys’ scatological humour 


instance, doesn’t have a realistic 
approach; you see the school the 
way a little girl would see that 
school. And we really wanted to 
get away from that—to be objec- 
tive instead of subjective. 

VW: That’s true. There aren't 
many close-ups in the new film, are 
there? It’s all master shots, for the 
most part. 

AC: Yeah. We wanted to play 
with real time and let the action 
flow. Just to observe—to keep the 
camera far away and not to get 
involved. So it was a completely 
different approach even in terms of 
the score, Before, we used the score 
to underscore emotion; here, the 
only music you hear is source 
music—on the radio or the jukebox 
or whatever. 

VW: It seems like you really 
have to trust the actors when you 
take an approach like that. 

AC: That's what I learned mak- 
ing this film; if you have good 
material and good actors, you can 
trust them to do the scene and let 
it flow. I used to be very control- 
ling and shoot a lot of different 
angles and then put everything 
together in the editing room. Here, 
it’s more risky because you know 
that once you film the scene, 
you're not going to be able to cut 


but, in a playful way, to the 
nature of their relationship to 
Luisa, whose sexual encounters 
with Julio and Tenoch, which 
inevitably end with premature 
ejaculation (a fitting response for 
teenage boys suddenly confronted 
with a veritable sex goddess), 
finally resemble something vague- 
ly maternal as much as something 


their lusty heroine with perhaps 
even more character depth—after 
all, she is taking bigger risks and 
has greater stakes, and the film- 
makers acknowledge that just as 
much as they do her voluptuous 
beauty. As well, the archetypal 
nature of this story is offset by the 
added complexity and air of fatal- 
ism in the film’s playfully omnis- 


Diego Luna is stiff on a board in Y Tu Mama Tambien 


seductive. The Cuaron brothers 
are not so interested in evoking 
wistful nostalgia for some fantasy 
youth adventure, but rather they 
burrow into the core of youth’s 
achingly ephemeral nature with 
delightful, carnal abandon. 

Y Tu Mama is not just about the 
transitions experienced by Julio 
and Tenoch. The Cuarons imbue 


it. So you have to be very, very 
aware of rhythm. 

VW: I'm a real big admirer of 
your cinematographer, Emmanuel 
Lubezki. His work on this film is so 
different from what he did on, for 
instance, Sleepy Hollow and A Little 
Princess, which look so incredibly 
lush and opulent. 

AC: Lubezki felt that with 
Sleepy Hollow, he had taken that 
style to its ultimate place. And 
then after that, he told me, ‘After 
Little Princess, Great Expectations, 
Sleepy Hollow, 1 don't know what 
the next step is. I'm starting to get 
bored.’ So Y Tu Mama was a real 
point of departure for him as well 
as myself. Y Tu Mama comes 
between his work on Sleepy Hollow 
and Ali, and if you see Ali, his 
approach has way more to do with 
Y Tu Mama than Sleepy Hollow. His 
work on Ali is a $100 million ver- 
sion of what he was doing on Y Tu 
Mama. 1 consider him my most 
important collaborator. We've 
done everything together and for 
me, he’s more than just a lighting 
cameraman—he's a narrator. The 
only thing | ever did without him 
was a commercial | made, and 
there I ended up firing the DP and 
doing it myself. 

VW: On the Web, there are a 


cient narration, reminiscent of the 
voice-overs in Godard’s Band of 
Outsiders or Masculine Feminine, 
which oversees the adventure and 
supplies little historitas about the 
things the trio passes along the 
road: fatal accidents, police road- 
blocks, et cetera. 

Cuar6n has said that his film is 
as much about the tumultuous, 


couple of threads where people 
have been discussing their favourite 
movie sex scenes and I've noticed 
that your film is getting mentioned 
by a lot of people as a film they 
really found exciting and realistic 
What sort of conversations did you 
have with the actors before shoot- 
ing those scenes? 

AC: We didn’t deal with those 
scenes any differently from how we 
dealt with the supermarket scene. It 
was exactly the same approach. 
What's important about those 
scenes is that they’re not about sex; 
they’re all about something else. 
For instance, in the opening scene 
where Tenoch is having sex with 
his girlfriend, it’s all about who's 
carrying the power in the conversa- 
tion at that moment. They're trying 
to make the other person promise 
they’re not going to have sex with 
anybody when she goes away, and 
at the end of the scene, neither of 
them have promised the other per- 
son anything! But during the scene, 
there’s a power shift; whoever’s on 
top of the other has the power at 
that moment. If you watch the film 
again, you'll see that she’s on top of 
him at one point and then he 
maneuvers her so that he’s on top 
of her again. 

VW: Perhaps part of what peo- 


budding adulthood of Mexico as it 
is about these characters. And 
indeed, with the recent end of the 
PRI’s dominance and the political 
climate in an uncharacteristic state” 
of hope, Mexico lives in a time that 
deserves to be marked with the 
kind of poetic resonance Y Tu 
Mama bestows upon it. And by 
contrasting a broader vision of 


Mexico with this very intimate lit- 
tle tale, Cuarén delivers a film in 
which each benefits from the 
other's existence. © 


Y Tu Mama También 

Directed by Alfonso Cuaron * Written 
by Carlos Cuarén * Starring Maribel 
Verdi, Gael Garcia Bernal and Diego 
Luna © Opens Fri, May 17 


ple are responding to is that the 
male actors have put themselves 
at risk in a way that 
movies. They 


you dont 
often see in re more 
vulnerable— 

AC: And also, the sex scenes are 
really bad! I think people really 
relate to that. I don’t think people 
really relate to how Michael Dou- 
glas has sex. They can watch it and 
say, “Oh, that’s cool,” but it’s like 
watching Keanu Reeves doing all 
those moves in The Matrix. It’s cool 
to watch, but no one can do it 
Here, you get realistic, clumsy sex 

VW: The film was made with- 
out the assistance of the Mexican 
film commission, with whom 
you've butted heads several times 
in the past. What did you hope to 
gain by circumventing the govern- 
ment’s involvement in that way? 

AC: Well, I have a lot of philo- 
sophical disagreements with the 
nature of the Mexican film com- 
mission. | believe that there’s a 
very tainted relationship between 
artists and the state. The govern- 
ment is the patronizer, the pope 
and to get an opportunity to make 
a film, the artist must kiss the 
pope's ring. And I don’t want to be 
part of that. It creates a sense of 
the artist as a victim. And I don't 
believe in victims. @ 
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That was the geek that was | 


“The New Guy is as 
feeble as its geeky, 
scrawny hero 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


ave you ever went to a come- 
HH: that made you wish some- 
one would sneak up behind 
<you and bash you in the back of the 
head with a mallet, just so ambu- 
lance workers would show up and 
load you with so much morphine 
that the film actually got funny? If 
not, don’t miss your chance to go 
see The New Guy. 
The latest project from the shriv- 
eled mind of director Ed Decter 
(who also co-wrote There’s Something 


About Mary and should be shot - 


before he finishes the completely 
unanticipated Santa Clause II), The 
New Guy provides pretty much 


GEIGENS 


ONLY "4 
AN INDIAN 


everything you'd expect from a 
quirky teen movie that was shelved 
for over a year and then apparently 
only released to make sure projec- 
tionists and theatre staff have some- 
thing to do in between Spider-Man 
and Star Wars: absolutely nothing. 
You see, Dizzy Gillespie Harrison 
(DJ Qualls), a.k.a “Diz,” is the 
“loser” at Rocky Creek High School. 
You can tell immediately because 


comedy 


he’s scrawny, has stupid hair and 
cringes while he’s duct-taped to a 
chair in the middle of the hallway 
and forced to wear big rubber boo- 
bies by some “football jocks” (who, 
in case you get confused, are the 
ones wearing high school football 
jackets and dating pretty girls). And 
just to ram home the fact that Diz is 
a total bottom-feeding dork, he 
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plays in a band called Suburban 
Funk with his friends, the Plain Girl 
Who Gets Pretty at the End (Zooey 
Deschanel), the Big Fat Black Kid 
Who Gets Laid at the End (Jerod 
Mixon) and the Asian Kid Who 
Likes Computers But Then Turns All 
Sexy at the End for No Reason 
(Parry Shen). Their band also sucks. 

Anyhow, Diz, apparently weary 
from being such a loser, is put on 
medication by his father (Lyle 
Lovett!); an improbable series of 
events ensues that lands poor Diz in 
prison. There he meets the Crazy 
Black Inmate-Slash-Mentor (Eddie 
Griffin) who sagely advises Diz that 
“high school is a lot like prison” and 
that Diz should just get expelled and 
start afresh at a new school. He does; 
hilarity allegedly ensues. 


Back to the bleach 


The New Guy, like so many crappy 
daytime talk shows before it, offers 
proof positive that all it takes some- 
one to go from being a weasely little 
idiot to a sultry, pouting sex 
machine is spiky bleached hair and 
a leather jacket. The newly reinvent- 
ed Diz ditches his old friends, 
becomes totally popular and is soon 
hanging out with the Hot Cheer- 
leader Who Is, um, Hot (Eliza 
Dushku), which pisses off her old 
boyfriend, the Biggest Asshole in the 
Entire School (Ross Patterson), who 
vows to get to the bottom of Diz’s 


Bring on 


Long-delayed 
Texas Rangers 
should have gone 
straight to Boot Hill 


By JAMES ELFORD 


America, then Texas Rangers is 

a myth better left untold. The 
film’s arrival in theatres was delayed 
more than two years after its origi- 
nal release date, and was hardly 
worth the wait; after all this time, it 
still suffers from a consistent lack of 
focus that prevents the audience 
from being drawn into its story. 

The narrative revolves around 
the adventures of the Texas Rangers, 
the only law in the West that can 
combat the outlaw army of John 
King Fisher (Alfred Molina). Leander 
MeNelly (Dylan McDermott) is the 
supposedly driven ex-preacher/Con- 
federate army captain who leads the 
Rangers and sets out to impose 
harsh justice on the West after losing 
his family to bandits. He is joined in 
his quest by nerdy city boy Lincoln 
Rogers Dunnison (James Van Der 
Beek) and young cowboy George 
Durham (Ashton Kutcher), both of 
whom seek revenge against Fisher. 

Unfortunately, the film is thinly 
split between these characters and a 
variety of side stories, never spending 
enough time to develop any of them 


I Westerns are the myths of 


U 


~ 


true identity. Oh dear! What will 
happen? Will Diz’s past come back 
to haunt him? Will Diz realize that 
his own personal sense of accept- 
ance is more important than just fit- 
ting in? Will everything turn out 
just fine with no discernible reper- 
cussions for any of the main charac- 
ters? Should you even care? 

The New Guy’s tired “be true to 
yourself” and “friendship is forever” 
themes will make you roll your eyes 
far enough back into your head to 
risk detaching your retinas; the char- 
acters are bland, sexist high-school 
stereotypes from some alternate real- 
ity where girls want to do nothing 
more than dance around in bikinis 
and have sex with miscreant thugs. 
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For what it's worth, theq 
slightly funny moment in the « 
movie occurs when that scra 
moron Diz accidentally flicks a} 
ing marshmallow into Lyle (oy 
eye, causing him to shriek ang 
the ground while his hair catche 
fire. But then, again, the eff 
nothing you can’t recreate at bq 
with a bag of marshmallows a 
lighter. And a funny-looking fr 
to play Lyle Lovett. You'd be be 
off doing that instead. © 


The NewG 

Directed by Ed Decter * Written 

David Kendall * Starring D} Qua 
Eliza Dushku, Zooey Deschanel 4 
Eddie Griffin * Now pla 


the empty horses 


to the audience's satisfaction. Sub- 
plots appear and disappear inexplica- 
bly and character motivations are 
often inconsistent or unclear. The 
movie was based on a book entitled 
Taming of the Neuces Strip: The Story of 
McNelly’s Rangers, and this might be 
its major problem; it seems as 
though there was neither the time 
nor the desire to properly cover 
everything in the book—nor the will- 
ingness to cut out the extraneous 
material to create a sleek and smooth 
Western. Steve Miner’s pedestrian 
direction only accentuates the 
script’s weaknesses. The action 
sequences—which, handled properly 


western 


could have helped redeem the 
movie—are disjointed montages of 
often indecipherable camera move- 
ments, while the dramatic scenes are 
handled with clumsy banality. 


Whoa, McNelly! 


McDermott offers a weak, disinterest- 
ed portrayal of McNelly that com- 
pletely fails to convey the fiery lust 
for vengeance he feels over the mur- 
der of his family. McNelly seems 
pouty rather than angry or bitter, and 
you wonder how such a weak and 
uninspiring man could have been 
placed in charge of enforcing justice 
in the lawless West. As the villainous 


King Fisher, Molina is doughy 
barely intimidating, coming acto 
slobby rather than malevolent. 
result is a lack of tension tha 
almost suffocating, and the rest al 
cast does little to remedy this. 

Van Der Beek struggles visil 
with his character and Kutcher 6 
little more than paint over his clial 
ter from That ‘70s Show with a 
dering Southern accent. But the ag 
who seems especially out of plat 
R&B singer Usher Raymond as sty 
black sharpshooter Randolph 0 
glas Scipio. Not only does Raym 
barely even summon up a peril 
ance, the widespread and immec’ 
acceptance that his character rect! 
in this former Confederate t 
seems like a ridiculous example 
historical revisionism. 

Texas Rangers feels like a 1! 
eries that’s been chopped and edi 
down to fit into a constrict 
timeslot. With better casting ’ 
more time to develop both cha 
ters and plotlines, it could ha 
enjoyed a decent run on televis 
instead, it will join other © 
failed Westerns like Wild Bil! # 
Wyatt Earp on the long ride into" 
sunset of forgotten memories. 


ee eaTexasRang 
Directed by Steve Miner « Writte"” 
Scott Busby and Martin Copel" 
Starring Dylan McDermott, 10 
Van Der Beek, Ashton Kutcher 
Usher Raymond e Now p!a/' 


s Last Waltz 


AUL MATWYCHUK 


« Last Waltz, the documen- 
tary he made about the Band's 
star-studded farewell concert at 
ancisco’s gorgeous Winterland 
» in November of 1976, may be 
ost underappreciated great film 
rtin Scorsese's entire career. I 
that when I've mentioned it to 
_ many of them seem unaware 
even exists, or what a treasure 
it is of amaz- fi 
rformances 
legendary 
ician after = 
her. (You tell them that Neil 
g, Emmylou Harris, Bob Dylan, 
lapton, Van Morrison, Joni 


1 magilla 


el Young in The Last Waltz 


fell, the Staples Singers, Ron 
J, Muddy Waters, Dr. John and 
Diamond all shared the same 
for a six-hour concert—and that 
) Scorsese made a movie of it— 
Heir eyes practically pop out in 
lief.) But perhaps now that a 
Y estored and remixed version 
“en issued in a special edition 
(following a theatrical re-release 
Sadly, never reached Edmonton), 
Hps the film’s reputation will 
) 4 well-deserved boost. It rivals 


'§) Concert film of all time. 

tthe urging of cinematograph- 
K2lo Kovacs, Scorsese shot the 
‘ 35mm instead of using the 
™ cameras that had been 
°yed on most previous concert 
Including Monterey Pop, Gimme 
* and Woodstock (on which 
Se served as assistant director). 
*<ision forced Scorsese's cam- 
/ Sacrifice a certain amount of 
blity and mobility, but that loss 
ore than made up for by the 


eas ih@ MAY 16-MAY 22, 2002 


with the Band 


Joni Mitchell 


sheer beauty of the images captured 
by an all-star team of photographers 
(including Kovacs, Vilmos Zsigmond 
and Hiro Narita), all overseen by 
Michael Chapman. Production 
designer Boris Leven hung crystal 
chandeliers above the stage especial- 
ly for the event, Robbie Robertson 
had his guitar dipped in bronze a 
few days earlier—and, in sort of a 
similar way, every image in the film 
seems to have a rich extra layer of 
texture to it, to be coated in a warm, 
amber glow from the footlights. 


Loud and clear 


“THIS FILM SHOULD BE PLAYED 
LOUD!” announces a title card 
before the film gets underway, and 
indeed, I found it impossible to resist 
cranking the vol- 
ume on my TV set 
to the maximum— 
especially during 
“The Night They Drove Old Dixie 
Down” (with a stunning horn chart 
by New Orleans arranger Allen Tous- 
saint) and Muddy 
Waters’s sensational 
“Mannish Boy” (with 
Paul Butterfield some- 
how managing to sustain 
a single note on the har- 
monica throughout the 
entire goddamned song). 
In fact, the frustrating 
thing about listening to 
the audio commentary 
tracks (other than having 
to listen to Scorsese rave 
yet again about The Red 
Shoes) is that you can 
barely hear the music 
underneath it. 

Perhaps part of the 
reason that music seems 
so beautiful is that it’s 
coming from such ordi- 
nary-looking guys and 
girls—the bug-eyed, gap- 
toothed Rick Danko; the 
balding, hobbit-like 
Garth Hudson (a wisp of 
curly hair swirling above 
his head as he rocks 
back and forth behind his fortress of 
keyboards); Dr. John, wearing a 
black beret, a gigantic pink bow tie 
and a crooked smile as he performs 
“Such a Night”; Emmylou Harris 
and Joni Mitchell, both so skinny 
and with such pronounced cheek- 
bones that their heads appear 
almost triangular; Neil Young, his 
grin a mixture of boyish mischie- 
yousness and wide-eyed, beatific 
wonder as he belts out a transport- 
ingly beautiful version of “Help- 
less”; Van Morrison, his tubby belly 
bulging out underneath a spandex 
shirt, doing a series of wonderfully 
unathletic high kicks as the horn 
section winds down “Caravan.” 


The chicken 
and the Hawk 


On his audio commentary, Scorsese 
accidentally refers to the musicians 
in the film as “characters,” but The 
Last Waltz really does allow all the 
performers to emerge as distinct 
ievicn as ben S as G Gaps S 


guitar strap breaks during “Further 
on Up the Road,” you can see his 
competitive nature come to the 
forefront when Robbie Robertson 
jumps in with a guitar solo of his 
own. And there’s a touching 
moment of vulnerability when Ron- 
nie Hawkins comes onstage, clearly 
a little bit overwhelmed to find 
himself in such company, and yells 


“Big time! Big time!” to promoter 
Bill Graham, who's standing just 
offstage. (The Hawk comes through, 
though, with a fun rendition of Bo 
Diddley’s “Who Do You Love?”) 

The film must have been pretty 
amazing to watch when it came out 
in 1978, but it seems even more 
priceless now, when these musicians 
seem even more legendary than 


they did 25 years ago. There’s more, 
joy in The Last Waltz than a week of 
MuchMusic videos—buy it, take it 
home and be sure to play it loud. © 


The Last Waltz 

Directed by Martin Scorsese 
Featuring The Band, Bob Dylan, Van 
Morrison, Eric Clapton, Neil Young 
and Joni Mitchell * Now on video 
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Rupert COLI FRANCE 
DENCH WILKINSON 


RUPERT COLIN 
EVERETT FIRTH O'CONNOR WITHERSPOON 
SNORMOUS FUN! ABSOLUTELY A+! 
Devilishly delightful!” 


Sandie Newtos, CBS-TV 


£ SPLENDID AND SUMPTUOUS! 
" “HG classic Nim with superior style and grace!” 


Pat Splitter; CBSOEY 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


About a Boy (CO, FP) Hugh Grant, Toni Col- 
lette, Rachel Weisz and Nicholas Heult star in 
Down to Earth directors Chris and Paul Weitz’s 
bittersweet adaptation of Nick Horby’s novel 
about a self-centred British commitment- 
phobe who develops an unexpected emo- 
tional attachment to a depressed single 
mother’s lonely 12-year-old son. 


© The Bad and the Beautiful (EFS) 
Kirk Douglas, Lana Turner and Dick 
PICK Powell star in Some Came Running 

director Vincente Minnelli’s classic 

“9852 Hollywood melodrama about an ambi- 
tious movie producer and the three friends 
who disown him after they achieve success of 
their own. Provincial Museum Auditorium (102 
Ave & 128 St); Mon, May 20 (8pm) 


(af) Journey Between Two Worlds: 

The Films of John Paskievich (M) A 

PICK collection of short documentaries by 
the acclaimed Winnipeg filmmaker. 

Featuring: /f Only | Were an Indian (Fri, May 

17, 7pm); Gypsies of Svinia (Fri, May 17 

9pm); My Mother's Village (Sat-Sun, May 18- 

19, 8pm). Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Major Motion Picture: The Best of the 
Hundred Videos (M) A selection of irreverent 
short films by the ridiculously prolific Toronto 
video artist Steve Reinke, the best of the 100 
videos he created between 1990 and 1997. 
Zeidler Hall, The Gtadel; Thu, May 16 (7pm) 
Star Wars—Episode Il: Attack of 
the Clones (CO, FP, GR, LD) Hayden 
Pick Christensen, Natalie Portman, Ewan 
McGregor and Frank Oz star in the lat- 
est installment in George Lucas’s space opera, 
in which young Jedi apprentice Anakin Sky- 
walker is tempted by the dark side of the 
Force while bodyguarding a beautiful princess. 
af) Y Tu Mama También (GA) Maribel 
Verda, Gael Garcia Bernal and Diego 
tra Luna star in A Little Princess director 
Alfonso Cuar6n’s sexy, unconventional 
road movie about two horny teenage boys 
who convince a melancholy older woman to 
join them on a trip to a secluded, paradisical 
beach, In Spanish with English subtitles. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


raf) Atanarjuat (The Fast Runner) 
(CO) Natar Ungalaagq, Sylvia Ivalu and 
PICK Peter-Henry Arnatsiaq star in director 
Zacharias Kunuk’s award-winning Arc- 
tic epic, based on an Inuit legend, about a 
young man whose decision to woo a beauti- 
ful girl who has been promised to another 
sets the stage for revenge and tragedy. In 
Inuktitut with English subtitles. 


A Beautiful Mind (CO) Russell Crowe, Jen- 
nifer Connelly, Ed Harris and Paul Bettany star 
in How the Grinch Stole Christmas director Ron 
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Howerd’s uplifting biopic about John Nash Jr., 
the Nobel Prize-winning mathematician 
whose research laid the groundwork for the 
“game theory” of economics, and his lifelong 
battle with paranoid schizophrenia. Based on 
the book by Sylvia Nasar. 


Beauty and the Beast (SC) An IMAX pres- 
entation of the 1991 animated film about the 
romance that slowly blossoms between a 
young woman and a formerly handsome 
prince labouring to lift the spell that has 
transformed him into a hideous animal. 
Songs by Alan Menken and Howard Ashman. 


Changing Lanes (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, 
Samuel L. Jackson, Toni Collette and William 
Hurt star in Notting Hill director Roger 
Michell’s high-powered suspense flick about a 
hotshot young lawyer and a businessman 
who embark upon an increasingly nasty feud 
after their cars collide during a tense early- 
morning rush hour. 


Clockstoppers (CO, FP) Jesse Bradford, 
Paula Garces, French Stewart and Michael 
Biehn star in Stor Trek: Insurrection director 
Jonathan Frakes's teen-oriented sci-fi adven- 
ture/comedy about a young man who 
acquires the ability to stop time after being 
accidentally zapped by one of his scientist 
father’s inventions. 


Deuces Wild (CO, FP) Stephen Dorff, Brad 
Renfro, Fairuza Balk and Frankie Muniz star in 
The Basketball Dicries director Scott Kalvert’s 
ensemble drama about a close-knit 1958 
Brooklyn neighbourhood that becomes the 
battleground for a violent war between rival 
youth gangs. 


Duct Tape Forever (FP) Steve Smith and 
Patrick McKenna star in If You Could See What 
| Heor director Eric Till’s comedy, based on 
TV's The Red Green Show, in which handyman 
Red Green and his fellow denizens of Possum 
Lodge embark on a road trip to a Duct Tape 
Festival, where they hope to win enough 
money to pay off a $10,000 fine. 


High Crimes (CO) Ashley Judd, Morgan 
Freeman and Jim Caviezel star in Devil ina 
Blue Dress director Carl Franklin's courtroom 
thriller about a female attorney who finds her- 
self on the trail of a massive military cover-up 
when she agrees to defend her husband 
against charges of participating in a mass 
killing in El Salvador. Based on the novel by 
Joseph Finder. 


Hollywood Ending (CO) Woody Allen (who 
also wrote and directed), George Hamilton, Téa 
Leoni, Debra Messing and Treat Williams star in 
this comedy about a down-on-his-luck Holly- 
wood director determined to keep shooting his 
blockbuster comeback film even though he’s 
suffering from psychosomatic blindness. 


Ice Age (FP, GR) The voices of Ray Romano, 
John Leguizamo, Denis Leary, Jack Black and Jane 
Krakowski are featured in director Chris Wedge’s 
computer-animated feature about a group of 
prehistoric animals who team up to reunite an 
abandoned human infant with his family. 
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MONSOON WEDDING 
Nightly @ 7:00pm & 9:15pm 
Sat, Sun & Mon Matinee @ 2:00pm 
* 14A * (Coarse Language) 


Rachael Blake star in Bliss director Ray 

Lawrence's gripping multi-character 
drama, which interweaves the lives of several 
middle-aged married couples dealing with 
grief, infidelity and murder. Based on Andrew 
Bovell’s stage play Speaking in Tongues. 


Caf) Lantana (P) Anthony LaPaglia, Geof- 
frey Rush, Barbara Hershey and 
Pick 


Life or Something Like It (CO) Angelina 
Jolie, Edward Burns and Tony Shalhoub star in 
Mr. Holland's Opus director Stephen Herek’s 
offbeat comedy about a career-minded local 
TV journalist who re-evaluates the direction of 
her life when a psychic homeless man tells 
her she is going to die in a matter of days. 


The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship 
of the Ring (CO) Elijah Wood, lan McKellen, 
Viggo Mortensen and Christopher Lee star in 
Heavenly Creatures director Peter Jackson's 
epic film adaptation of the first volume in 
|.R.R. Tolkien's series of fantasy novels about a 
quest to destroy an evil, all-powerful ring, 


Men With Brooms (CO, FP) Paul Gross 
(who also co-wrote and directed), Molly Park- 
er, Peter Outerbridge and Leslie Nielsen star 
in this ultra~-Canadian comedy about four for- 
mer curling buddies who decide to team up 
once again to compete in a prestigious local 


curling tournament. 
(aa) Monsoon Wedding (P) Naseeruddin 
Shah, Lillete Dubey, Shefali Shetty and 
PICK Vijay Raaz star in Mississippi Masala 
director Mira Nair’s vibrant, multi-char- 
acter comedy/drama about a middle-class Delhi 
family’s chaotic preparations for the arranged 
marriage of their eldest daughter. In Punjabi, 
Hindi and English with English subtitles. 


aa) Monster’s Ball (FP) Billy Bob Thorn- 

ton, Halle Berry, Heath Ledger, Peter 
PICK Boyle and Sean Combs star in Every- 

thing Put Together director Marc 

Forster's acclaimed drama about a racist Death 
Row prison guard who finds himself falling in 
love with the African-American widow of a 
man he has recently helped put to death. 


(af) Monsters, Inc. (CO) The voices of 
Billy Crystal, John Goodman, Steve 
PICK Buscemi and James Coburn are fea- 
tured in directors Peter Docter and 
David Silverman‘s computer-animated come- 
dy about a little girl who accidentally steps 
through a portal into Monstropolis, a world 
populated entirely by child-fearing monsters. 


Murder By Numbers (CO, FP) Sandra Bul- 
lock, Ryan Gosling, Michael Pitt and Ben 
Chaplin star in Single White Female director 
Barbet Schroeder's thriller about a female cop 
who must match wits with a pair of brilliant 
high school students determined to carry out 
a series of “perfect murders.” 


The New Guy (CO, LD) D} Qualls, Eddie 
Griffin, Zooey Deschanel and Eliza Dushku 
star in director Ed Decter’s teen comedy 
about a nerdy high school student who rein- 
vents himself as a cool, dangerous rebel fol- 
lowing a brief stint in prison. 
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Hugh Grant ha so many similar 


g rformance in films like Mickey Blue E 
Nine Months, Notting Hill, Four Weddin : 


and a Funeral, Impromptu and 


ne Down a Mout 


Englishman Who Went Up a Hill But 


become synonymous with stammering, floppy 


ain that he’s Pretty mp 
iringly shy Brits, R, 


About a Boy, he gets to mature in a hurry in pert 


character who himself is forced to 


self into his shallow, self-centred ex 
Nick Hornby’s terrific novel by Chris 
Pie and Down to Earth and could probab! 
(aa) On Their Knees (CO) Anais Granof- 
sky (who also wrote and directed), 
PICK Ingrid Veninger and Jackie Burroughs 
star in this road movie about a pair of 
mismatched, estranged sisters who hatch a 


plan to transport the body of their late grand- 
mother back to her East Coast home. 


Panic Room (CO, FP, GR) Jodie Foster, Jared 
Leto, Forest Whitaker and Dwight Yoakam star 
in Fight Club director David Fincher’s claustro- 
phobic thriller about a single mom and her 
daughter who must outwit the three burglars 
who have invaded their New York brownstone 
in search of a hidden cache of jewels. 


The Rookle (CO, FP) Dennis Quaid and Rachel 
Griffiths star in director John Lee Hancock's 
inspirational, fact-based baseball picture about 
Jim Morris, the small-town Texas high-school 
chemistry teacher who broke into the major 
leagues as a rookie pitcher at the age of 35. 


The Scorpion King (CO, FP, GR) The Rock, 
Michael Clarke Duncan and Kelly Hu star in 
Eraser director Chuck Russell's ancient-Egypt 
action epic about a peasant whose campaign 
of revenge against the army that laid waste to 
his village eventually leads to his becoming 


the first pharaoh of Egypt. 
(aa) Spider-Man (CO, FP, GR, LD) Tobey 
Maguire, Kirsten Dunst, Willem Dafoe 
PICK and James Franco star in Darkman 
director Sam Raimi’s adaptation of the 
Marvel comic book about an introverted 
high-school student who becomes a masked, 
web-slinging superhero after getting bitten 
by a genetically altered spider. 
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The Sweetest Thing (CO) Cameron pis 


Christina Applegate, Thomas Jane and Selg 
Blair star in Cruel Intentions director Roger 
Kumble’s bawdy gal-pal comedy about af 


spirited club-hopper who meets Mr. Right 
and then tries to put her wild ways behin, 
her in hopes of winning his heart 


Texas Rangers (FP) Dylan McDermott 
James Van Der Beek, Ashton Kutcher and 
Rachael Leigh Cook star in Halloween: 126 
director Steve Miner's long-delayed ense 
Western about a group of young cowboy 
who band together to clean up the lawles 
Texas frontier following the Civil War 


(at) 


Unfaithful (CO, FP) Richard Gere, 
Diane Lane and Olivier Martinez s 
PICK Fatal Attraction director Adrian Lyng 

remake of Claude Chabrol’s 1969 
thriller La Femme Infidéle, about a couple 
whose marriage spins out of contro! when 


wife has an extended fling with a sexy, sed 
tive stranger. 
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WETASKIWIN CINEMA 
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IDER-MAN 
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NEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 
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EDMONTON CITY CENTRE 


1020-102 Ave, 421-7020 


R WARS: EPISODE II-ATTACK 
HE CLONES PG 


passes. 
K Daily 12.00 3.15 645 10.00 
IDER-MAN 4 PG 
frighten younger children. 
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CHANGING LANES 
DTS Digital. ~ 

Daily 12.50 4,10 7.10 9.30 
THE SCORPION KING 
DTS Digital. 

Daily 12.30 250 10.30 


ATAMARJUAT, 

THE FAST RUNNER 
Sexual content. 

DTS Digital. 

Subtitled, Daily 6.35 


WEST MALL 
9882-170 St 444-1829 
ABOUT A BOY PG 
Coarse language. DTS Digital. No passes. 


Fri Tué-Thu 7.00 9.40 
Sat-Mon 1.20 4.00 7.00 9.40 


UNFAITHFUL 

Sexual content DTS Digital. No passes. 
Fri Tue-Thu 7.10 9.50 

Sat-Mon 1.30 4.30 7.10 9.50 


THE NEW GUY 
DTS Digital. Fri Tue-Thu 7.20 9.20 
Sat-Mon 1,00 3,00 5.00 7.20 9.20 


ON THEIR KNEES 

Sexual content. DTS Digital. 

Fri Tue-Thu 6.50 9.30 

Sat-Mon 1.05 2.50 4.45 6.50 9.30 


ATANARJUAT, 

THE FAST RUNNER 

Sexyal content DTS Digital. Subtitled 
Fri Tue-Thu 8.50 Sat-Mon 1.15 4.40 8.50 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 
FELLOWSHIP OFTHERING 14A 
Violent scenes throughout DTS Digital. 

Fri Tue-Thu 8.40 Sat-Mon 1.10 4.50 8.40 


LIFE OR SOMETHING LIKE IT PG 
Suggestive language. DTS Digital. 
Fri Tue-Thu 6.40 Sat-Mon 4.20 6.40 


THE SWEETEST THING 
DTS Digital. Fri Tue-Thu 6.30 
Sat«Mon 1.40 4.10 6.30 


HIGH CRIMES 
DTS Digital. Fri Tue-Thu 9.10 
Sat-Mon 1.50 9.10 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG 
Mature content. 

DTS Digital. 

Daily 9.00 


REVIEW CINEMAS 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
STAR WARS: EPISODE II-ATTACK 
OF THE CLONES PG 
DTS Digital. 
No passes. On 2 screens. 
Daily 12.00 12.30 3.15 3.45 
645 7.15 10.00 10.30 


SPIDER-MAN PG 
May frighten younger children. 

DTS Digital. No es. On 3 screens. 
Daily 12.10 12.40 1.10 3.10 3.40 4.10 
6.30 7.00 7.30 9.20 9.50 10.15 


ABOUT A BOY PG 
Coarse language. 

DTS Digital. No passes. 

Daily 12.50 3.30 7.40 10.15 


UNFAITHFUL 

Sexual content. 

DTS Digital. No passes. 
Daily 12.20 3.50 7.10 10.10 


THE NEW GUY 
DTS Digital. 
Daily 1.20 4.00 7.20 9.40 


CHANGING LANES 
DTS Digital. 
Daily 12.45 3.20 6,50 9.30 


DEUCES WILD 14A 
Graphic violence, coarse language throughout. 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.15 6.40 


THE SCORPION KING 
DTS Digital. 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 3.00 9.10 Sun 9.10 


4A 


14A 


4A 


144 


14A 


4A 


14A 


18A 


4A 


144 


14A 


14A 


4A 


ION OF THE CIMARRON G 
DTS Digital. Sneak preview. Sun 3.00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525 99 St, 436-8585 
STAR WARS: EPISODE II-ATTACK 
OF THE CLONES PG 
No passes. On 2 screens. 


THX Daily 12.00 12.45 3.15 
4,00 6.45 7.15 10.00 10.30 


STAR WARS: EPISODE II-ATTACK 
OFTHE CLONES : PG 
DTS Digital. No passes. On 3 screens. 
Fri-Sun 11.30 1.15 2.00 2.45 4.30 5.15 
6.00 7.45 8.30 9.30 11.00 11.30 

Mon 11.30 1.15 2.00 2.45 4.30 5.15 

6.00 7.45 8.30 9.30 11.00 

Tue-Thu 1.15 2.00 2.45 4.30 5.15 

6.00 7.45 8.30 9.30 11.00 


SPIDER-MAN PG 
May frighten younger children. No passes. 
THX Daily 2.10 5.00 8.00 10.50 


SPIDER-MAN PG 
May frighten younger children. 

DTS Digital. 

No passes. On 4 screens. 

Fri-Sun 11.40 12.30 1.00 1.30 

2.30 3.20 3.50 4.40 

5.30 6.30 7.00 7.30 8.45 9.20 9.50 10.20 11.30 
Mon 11.40 12.30 1.00 1.30 2.30 3.20 3.50 4.40 
5.30 6.30 7.00 7.30 8.45 9.20 9.50 10.20 
Tue-Thu 12.30 1.00 1.30 230 3.20 3.50 4.40 
5.30 6.30 7.00 7.30 8.45 9.20 9.50 10.20 


ABOUT A BOY PG 
Coarse language. No passes. 
THX Daily 12.10 2.40 5.10 7.40 10.10 


UNFAITHFUL 14A 
Sexual content. 

DTS Digital. No passes. 

Daily 1.10 4.10 6.50 9.40 

THE NEW GUY 14A 


DTS Digital. Daily 12.20 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.15 


THE SCORPION KING 144 
DTS Digital 

Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12.15 3.00 5.40 8.15 10.40 
Sun 12.15 5.40 8.15 10.40 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 


FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 14A 
Violent scenes throughout DTS Digital. 
Daily 12.40 4.50 8.50 

PANIC ROOM 4A 
Gory violence. DTS Digital. 

Fri Sun-Tue 12.50 3.45 6.40 9.15 

Sat Wed-Thu 12.50 3.45 9.15 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 

BEING EARNEST G 
DTS Digital. 

Sneak preview. 

Sat 7.00 

SPIRIT: : 


STALLION OF THE CIMARRON G 
DTS Digital. Sneak preview. 
Sun 3.00 


WESTMALL 6 CINEMAS 


8882-170 St, 444-1331 
GOSFORD PARK 
Daily 1.15 4.00 6.45 9.30 


SHOWTIME PG 
Coarse language. 
Daily 1.30 5.00 7.45 10.10 


THE TIME MACHINE PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for younger 
children. Daily 1.45 4.15 7.00 9.15 


144 


40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS 18A 
Daily 2.30 4.45 7.15 9.45 

SORORITY BOYS 18A 
Daily 2.15 4.30 7.30 10.00 

RETURN TO NEVERLAND G 
Daily 2.00 6.30 

THE COUNT OF 

MONTE CRISTO PG 


Violent scenes. Daily 3.45 9.00 


. VILLAGE TREE MALL CINEMAS 


1 Gervais Rd, St. Albert 459-1848 
UNFAITHFUL 14A 
Sexual content No passes. 

Fri 7.00 9.45 Sat-Mon 1.30 4.15.7.00 9.45 
Tue-Thu 7.00 


THE NEW GUY “14A 
Fri 7.30 9.45 Sat-Mon 1.00 3.00 5.00 7.30 9.45 
Tue-Thu 7.30 


DEUCES WILD 144 
Graphic violence, coarse language throughout. 
Fri 7.30 10.00 

Sat-Mon 2,00 4.45 7.30 10,00 

Tue-Thu 7.30 


CHANGING LANES 14A 
Fri 7.15 10.00 Sac-Mon 1.45 4.45 7.15 10.00 
Tue-Thu 7.15 


MURDER BY NUMBERS 
Fri 6,45 9.30 
Sat-Mon 1.30 4.00 6.45 9.30 
Tue-Thu 6.45 


14A 


Showtimes for Fri, 
May 17 to Thu, May 23 


THE ROOKIE G 
Fri 6.45 9.15 { 

Sat-Mon 1.00 3.45 6.45 9.15 

Tue-Thu 6.45 


CLOCKSTOPPERS PG 
Fri 6.30 9.00 

Sat-Mon 1.45 4.30 6.30 9.00 

Tue-Thu 6.30 


HIGH CRIMES 

Fri 7,00 9.30 

Sat-Mon 1.15 4.15 7.00 9.30 
Tue-Thu 7.00 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 
FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scenes throughout. 

Fri 7.45 Sat-Mon 3.00 7.45 

Tue-Thu 6.30 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG 
Mature content. 

Fri 6.30 9.15 

Sat-Mon 1.00 3.45 6.30 9.15 

Tue-Thu 6.30 


MEN WITH BROOMS 
Coarse language. 

Fri 6.30 9.00 

Sat-Mon 1.30 4.00 6.30 9.00 
Tue-Thu 6.30 


MONSTERS, INC. SG 
Fri 7.00 9.15 

Sat-Mon 1.15 4.30 7.00 9.15 

Tue-Thu 7.00 


14A 


14A 


4A 


GATEWAY 8 


9 Avi Trail, 436-6977 
CHANGING LANES 14a 
Fri Tue Wed Thu 7:30 9:45 

Sat Sun Mon 2:00 4:30 7:30 9:45 


CLOCKSTOPPERS PG 
Sat Sun,Mon 1:15 3:30 


DEUCES WILD 

Gory violence, coarse language. 
Fri Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:25 

Sat Sun Mon 1:00 3:20 7:10 9:25 


MEN WITH BROOMS 
Coarse language. 

Fri Tue Wed Thu 7:20 9:35 

Sat Sun Mon 1:20 3:40 7:20 9:35 


MONSTER'S BALL 

Sexual content 

Fri Tue Wed Thu 6:55 9:20 

Sat Sun Mon 1:30 4:15 6:55 9:20 


MURDER BY NUMBERS 
Fri Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:40 
Sat Sun Mon 1:40 4:20 7:00 9:40 


DUCT TAPE FOREVER PG 
6:45 9:10 


TEXAS RANGERS PG 
Violent scenes. 

Fri Tue Wed Thu 7:40 9:50 

Sat Sun Mon 1;50 4:10 7:40 9:50 


THE ROOKIE G 
Fri Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9:30 
Sat Sun Mon 1:10 4:00 6:50 9:30 


PARAMOUNT THX 


1 er 428-1307 


DEUCES WILD 14A 
Gory violence, coarse language. 

Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:10 

Sat Sun 2:30 4:30 7:00 9:10 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST G 
IMAX 2D. 
No passes, no coupons.! 1:20 


4A 


18A 


14A 


CHANGING LANES 4A 
THX 12:40 3:40 6:40 9:30 

DEUCES WILD 4A 
Gory violence, coarse language. 

THX 7:20 

ICE AGE G 
THX 1:20 4:20 

MURDER BY NUMBERS 14 
THX 10:20 

PANIC ROOM 144 
Gory violence. 


THX Fri Sat Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:50 
3:50 6:50 9:50 Sun 12:50 9:50 


SPIDER-MAN PG 
No passes. May frighten younger children. 
1:45 4:45 8:15 

Late show 11:45 

THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 11:45 12:15 12:45 
1:15 2:45 3:15 3:45 4:15 6:15 6:45 

7:5 7:45 9:45 10:15 10:45 1:15 

Wed 11:45 12:15 12:45 1:15 2:45 3:15 3:45 
4:15 6:15 7:15 7:45 9:45 10:15 10:45 11:15 
Thu 11:45 12:15 12:45 1:15 2:45 3:15 3:45 4:15 
6:15 6:45 7:15 9:45 10:15 10:45 11:15 


STAR WARS: EPISODE II-ATTACK 
OFTHECLONES - PG 
No passes. 

THX 11:30 12:00 12:30 1:00 3:00 3:30 4:00 
4:30 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 10:00 10:30 | 1:00 
Late show 11:30 


THE SCORPION KING 
THX 1:10 4:10 7:10 10:10 


WWF ;: JUDGMENT DAY 
Classification not available. 
THX Sun 5:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


ABOUT A BOY PG 
No passes. 

Coarse language. 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1:30 3:50 7:20 9:40 
Wed Thu 7:20 9:40 


CHANGING LANES 144 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1:10 3:30 7:10 9:25 
Wed Thu 7:10 9:25 


SPIDER-MAN PG 
No passes. 

May frighten younger children 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50 
Wes Thu 7:00 9:50 
UNFAITHFUL 

No passes. Sexual content 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1:20 4:10 6:50 9:30 
Wed Thu 6:50 9:30 


EJIMOVIES 12 
CINEMA CITY 12 


144A 


14& 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


RESIDENT EVIL 18A 


Daily 1.45 4.05 7.15 9.35 


E.T.THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL PG 
Daily 1.25 4.10 6.55 9.50 


GOSFORD PARK 14A 
Daily 1.35 4.30 7.10 9.45 

AMELIE 14A 
Daily 2.00 6.50 

SORORITY BOYS 18A 


Daily 1.50 4.45 7.45 10.00 


SHOWTIME PG 
Coarse language 
Daily 2.05 4.35 7.40 10.05 


1AM SAM PG 
Coarse language. 

Daily 1.30 4.15 7.00 9.50 

THE TIME MACHINE PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for 


younger children. 
Daily 2.15 4.40 7.25 9.40 


RETURN TO NEVERLAND ic] 
Daily 2.25 

40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS 8A 
Daily 4.55 7.50 10.15 

BLACK HAWK DOWN 8A 


Gory war scenes. 

Daily 4.00 7.00 10.00 

THE COUNT OF 

MONTE CRISTO PG 


Violent scenes. 
Daily 1.40 4.25 7.05 9.55 


BIG FAT LIAR G 
Daily 4.50 9.30 

SNOW DOGS G 
Daily 2.20 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE PG 
Frightening scenes. 

Daily 1.25 4.20 7.20 10.10 


| 
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Resolutions: A Stitch in Time organized and circulated by The American Craft Museum 


sponsored by Qa 
Fabrications sponsored by Qu 
a eoorre 


2 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
780.422.6223 www.edmontonartgallery.com 


nesting sponsored by 


Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION * CORPORATE 
RATES * FOLD-DOWN TABLES * LAPTOP PLUG-INS CAR RENTAL 


Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


fed/oarrow motor coach 


Reservations / information 1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.pwt.ca 


The Odd Couple 
may not be deep, 
but Haslam and 
Nelson deliver in it 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Felix Unger is already driving his 

long-suffering friend Oscar Madi- 
son crazy. Felix is a ridiculously neu- 
rotic guy to begin with, but the fact 
that his 12-year marriage has ended 
only hours earlier is sending his vari- 
ous tics and quirks and allergies and 
psychosomatic muscle twinges pretty 
much off the charts—at one point, 
he’s strutting across Oscar's apart- 
ment, bent over at the waist because 
of a cramp in his neck and shoulders, 
making bizarre honking noises in an 
effort to unclog his sinus passages and 
crying his eyes out in grief over his 
impending divorce, all pretty much 
simultaneously. This is the kind of 
complicated comic scene—requiring 
an unusual combination of timing, 
physical grace and sheer onstage 
charisma—that Jeff Haslam can per- 
form better than pretty much any- 
body else in town, so it’s a stroke of 
great good luck that he is in fact play- 
ing Felix in Shadow Theatre and 
Teatro la Quindicina’s new co-produc- 
tion of Neil Simon’s crowd-pleasing 
comedy about divorce, friendship, 
poker and appalling personal hygiene. 

Haslam’s impeccable comic 
instincts match up perfectly with 
Felix’s tidy personality. Just take the 
scene where Oscar dares Felix to fol- 
low through on his animal instincts 
just once and throw a teacup against 
the wall. With just a couple of flicker- 
ing facial expressions, you can see 
neatness and rage battle for Felix’s 
soul; rage wins out, he hurls the cup, 
it smashes into smithereens—and 
then comes the payoff, as Felix imme- 
diately collapses in pain upon the 
couch, clutching his arm and moan- 
ing that the throw has caused his bur- 
sitis to flare up again. Or take the way 
Haslam has Felix spend what feels like 
five long minutes simply getting 
ready to pour a beer. Or the absurdly 
refined expression on Felix’s face as he 
unfolds a napkin before placing it on 
his lap. Haslam’s performance is clean 
and precise right down to the smallest 
detail—there’s not a crumb or bit of 
dust anywhere on it. 


[: the first act of The Odd Couple, 


Well, you know my name 
is Simon... 


Neil Simon comes in for a lot of criti- 


Irreconcilable differences 


Roomie interiors: Glenn Nelson and Jeff Haslam in The Odd Couple 


cism from younger, “edgier” play- 
wrights for the high level of commer- 
cial calculation that goes into his 
plays. Well, plenty of those writers 
could learn a lot from Simon—the 
craftsmanship of the structure, the 
efficiency with which he sketches in 
his characters, the clarity with which 
he presents each emotional beat of 
the story. The flip side of that clarity, 
of course, is that there’s seldom much 
going on in them that can’t be imme- 
diately and completely absorbed 
upon the first viewing. That’s proba- 
bly a large part of his popular appeal; 
you never come away from a Simon 
play nagged by the feeling that there 
were parts you didn’t understand. 
Simon’s plays—even his autobio- 
graphical ones, like Brighton Beach 


(>) theatre 


Memoirs—never feel like they're com- 
ing from a very deep part of him. His 
jokes, those famous Simon jokes, 
however funny they may be, are sit- 
com jokes—they don’t spring from 
anger or bitterness or craziness or 
pain or pessimism or an authentic, 
cockeyed comic vision of the world. 
Instead, they spring from content- 
ment, a desire to do no more than 
entertain an audience; that’s perhaps 
Simon’s greatest asset as a playwright, 
but also his greatest limitation. 

I guess what I’m trying to, say is 
that I don’t think any production of 
The Odd Couple can be much more 
than an entertainment; there’s noth- 
ing underneath the jokes for the actors 
or the director to draw on to give you 
something richer. (There are a couple 
of very brief tender moments in The 
Odd Couple where Felix and Oscar talk 
about their friendship and how they 
still love their ex-wives, but the idea 
that Felix and Oscar could ever have 
been friends—or that Felix could 


have been married for so lon, 
something you more or less go 4 
with for the sake of the play, 1 
than believe in your heart.) 


This Oscar deserves a To 


But what this Odd Couple does is di 
er on just about everything fu 
that is in there. And there's a lotd 
Glenn Nelson, who plays Oscar, 
solid foil for Haslam; Felix maj 
pathologically neat, but Nelsol 
careful not to make Oscar a pathol 
cal slob. Instead, his messiness sé 
more like the downside of baché 
freedom—a sign of how rootless 
life has become without his ¥ 
around to ground him. David bel 
Mark Meer, John Kirkpatrick and Jé 
Hudson (who also directed this ¥ 
paced show) have terrific chemist 
Oscar's poker buddies, and Co 
Cairns and Davina Stewart mau 
superb, twittery comic team 4s 
slightly giddy Pigeon sisters, 6" 
dolyn and Cecily. (The audience !t 
them the moment they get 4 84 
at their hairdos.) 

It’s a strange thing to see 4 
where everything works pretty 
exactly the way it’s supposed ! 
still feel slightly underwhelmed 
it—happy and contented rather“ 
thrilled at seeing material brought 
with such near-perfect executcl 
probably sound like a worse nite 
er than Felix Unger, and | don't’ 
to sound like I’m pooh-pooh'® 
show that’s (sniff) “merely” ent" 
ing, It’s just that however deep 7 
ent pool you have, The Odd ‘ oul 
a somewhat shallow play; 1° mil 
how well you swim, you can 0!" 
in up to your knees in it. O 


=o Seams odd C14 
Varscona Theatre * To May mu 
Shadow Theatre/Teatro la Quind' 
© 433-3399 (ex! 
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een the Wind 


1) Has Seen the 
d tells an overly 
iliar prairie tale 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Ihe Citadel's new stage adapta- 
tion of W.O. Mitchell’s 1947 
coming-of-age novel Who 
the Wind takes place in a 
} town in Depression-era 
chewan, and an onstage narra- 
iom Rooney) quickly familiar- 
us with the cast of characters. 
O’Connal, the young boy 
gh whose eyes we experience 
ih of the action, is a little bit 
imier and more sensitive to his 
bundings than his friends, but 
a high-spirited, fun-loving boy 
2. (And what he wouldn’t 
o get a pair of ice skates for 
tmas!) His grandmother sure 
peppery Scottish tongue on her 
she scolds him, but deep down 
Yo love each other a lot. Brian’s 
younger brother—well, he’s 
of a pest and is always tagging 
§ when he’s not wanted. Several 
es of the play take place at the 
i schoolhouse, and boy, | sure 
idin't want to have that mean old 
MacDonald for a teacher, always 
iting the students and punishing 
in front of & 7 
ybody when he ff 
n't even done ff 
hing wrong. xd 
ts quite a town Brian grows up 
there's a snooty, hypocritical 
on in a feathered hat, a rascally 
moonshiner—even a crazy old 
in a long white beard who lives 
imself and who all the kids are 
tened of, even though he turns 
n the end to be completely 
bless after all. 
ene of the disappointments of 
Has Seen the Wind is that its por- 
of small-town Canada feels so 
orn—Mitchell based his novel 
© experiences of the first 12 
Of his life actually living on the 
® but I bet that if you assigned 
the most arrant city slicker in 
orld to write a story about 
8 up in Saskatchewan in the 
He'd come up with pretty much 
“me characters and the same 
of details: kids frightening 
© classmates with dead gophers; 
“ing hero learning about death 
he takes home a baby bird and 


Ntally kills it; the pretty new | 


; on his mind, as 


theatre 


David Cooper 


do Ric Reid and John Wright in Who 


schoolmarm falling in love with the 
kindly principal. It’s not that the 
play feels clichéd, exactly; it’s just 
that there’s not exactly anything sur- 
prising about it. The characters never 
jar you with an unexpected reaction 
or force you to re-evaluate your ini- 
tial perceptions of them; neither do 
you find out anything new or sur- 
prising about the hardships or bless- 
ings of life on the prairie—instead, 
playwright Lee MacDougall settles 
simply for familiar character types 
and long descriptions of the sky. 


Nothing ventured, 
nothing grained 


That sky is vividly recreated by 
set/props/lighting designer Terry Gun- 
vordahl, who has also filled the Shoc- 
tor stage with a sort of modular 
wheatfield that the show’s many 
young performers rearrange through- 
out the night to form streets, hall- 
ways, farmland and even a 
frozen-over pond with reeds poking 
through the ice. (The stalks them- 
selves, which look surprisingly 
durable even in the middle of a 
tumultuous storm sequence, appear to 
be made of light brown PVC tubing— 
it’s a good illusion.) I heard a few 
comments on opening night from 
audience members who found the 
constant shifting of the wheat from 
scene to scene to 
be an annoyance, 
but I thought it 
was a fairly ingen- 
ious way of keeping the staging fluid 
even as the story hopscotches from 
one location to another. 

And while MacDougall’s script 
contains few big, dramatic climaxes, 
several of the cast members offer 
solid characterizations—Ric Reid, one 
of my favourite Citadel regulars, is 
effective as Brian’s hard-working, 
slightly distant pharmacist father as 
well as his hot-tempered uncle Sean; 
John Wright is very amusing as the 
town’s less-than-commanding mayor 
(“Oh,” he says worriedly when he's 
asked why, after several years, a cer- 
tain social program still hasn't been 
put into action, “I’m only the mayor, 
you know....”); and Sharon Bakker 
gets about as much mileage out of 
the hand-me-down part of the town 
biddy, Mrs. Abercrombie, as you 
could ever ask an actor to get. The 
young actor Ben Stevens, despite a 
certain sameness to most of his line 
readings, does a respectable job in 


_ the demanding central role of Brian. _ 


Up in arms 


What you miss in the show, howev- 
er, is the sense of transcendence, the 
almost mystical, bodiless connec- 
tion to the landscape that Brian 
fleetingly feels at several key points 
in the story. The play feels just too 
ordinary and unremarkable for such 


cosmic moments to flow out of it. 
At the very end of the play, all the 
townspeople gather together 
onstage and slowly, yearningly, lift 
their arms to the sky—and while it’s 
a nice image, its message of spiritual 
unity and togetherness seems to 
come out of nowhere. (It’s like a 
watered-down, more non-denomi- 
national version of the memorable 


Communion montage at the end q 
Places in the Heart.) Who Has Seen the 
Wind is a lovely-looking s but 
unfortunately, its content is so thin 
as to blow out of your memory mere 
hours after you watch it. 0 


Who Has Seen the Wind 
Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel 
May 26 * 425-18 
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xSenturies-old 
religious art 
tradition lives on 
in Iconography 
By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


ere’s something magical about 
i living in a country like Canada 
where people arrive from all 
cdrners of the globe. In a city as 
remote as Edmonton, you can meet 
artists who come from exotic places— 
places so exotic that spring arrives in 
March—and who practise artistic tra- 
ditions with an ancient, time-tested 
ancestry. Artists such as Florin Vlad, a 
professional icon painter from Roma- 
nia whose installation exhibition 
Iconography is currently on display 
in the Fringe Gallery. 

Since his arrival in Canada two 
years ago, Vlad has not had a 
chance to practise much English. In 
the Romanian Orthodox Church 

-4S$t. Constantine and Helena) where 
he currently paints icons, everyone, 
even native Canadians, speaks 
excellent Romanian. Yet Vlad decid- 
ed to take his icons out of this 
ethno-religious setting to show 


wealth of his traditions. He knows 
that Seeing an icon in an art gallery 
alters the experience, but it was the 
best way for him to share Romanian 
Orthodox iconography with us. 
Vlad was raised in an Orthodox 
family; his home was just down the 
street from his church. It was there 
that, as a teenager, he saw some 
artists painting icons. It was a decisive 
moment in his life; soon, Vlad 
entered a religious school for icon 
painters where many of the teachers 
came from the Theological Institute 
of Bucharest. Upon graduation, artists 
receive a particular level of accredita- 


one being the highest. After painting 
at least three churches, artists can 
apply to the church authorities to 
have their level raised. Vlad, who cur- 
rently sits at level three, made such 
an application after painting numer- 
ous churches in Romania, but the 
church authorities declined, saying 
that he is still too young. “It is better 
that way,” Vlad says respectfully; he 
believes that there is always some- 
thing more an artist can learn. 
“Painting and my religion are a 


Florin Vlad lets icons be icons 


well, in Romania, the backs of the 
icons are made from a particular | 


part of my life,” Vlad says. He does 
not treat his profession as a daytime 
job, but as a vocation where 
everyday life and work seam- 
lessly intertwine. Some of the 
pieces in the exhibition are his 
family’s own religious icons. In 
the Romanian tradition, each 
family has a patron saint; for 
the Vlads, it is the Virgin Mary. 
The small, delicate icon of St. 
Mary was painted for Vlad’s 
daughter Maria-Diana a few 
months after her birth, The 
icon of St. Daniel was a gift to 
his wife Daniela soon after their 
marriage. 


Living on 
borrowed lime 


Not all the supplies required to 
create traditional icons are 
available in Canada. On a trip 
back to Romania, for instance, 
Vlad plans to collect some lime 
from the ruins of old church 
walls, which he will grind into a 
white pigment for use in frescoes. 
Some colours can be fabricated; for 
example, Vlad burns peach pits in a 
fire and grinds up the resulting 
charcoal into a beautiful warm black 
that he is particularly fond of. As 


species of pine that does not grow 
here, forcing Vlad to switch to cedar 
which, he says, is “clear and strong 
and an excellent kind of wood.” The 
back of one of Vlad’s icons has spe- 
cial significance: it is made from the 


wood from some old ¢})\);, hd 
that were given to the 
cial permission, 
Religion and art 4, i 

arable in Romanian () tt 
iconography. The art)s; ism 
than an individua| 1 
member of a community wi 
culture and traditions 3, pd 
on for generations. Tj}. 
the artist is that of a Rateke 
of religious iconography. 
is room for innovatioy, 
can alter the facial exprog 
of the saints, for instance 
choose colours to hang 
visual atmosphere of a pay 
lar icon—but icon pain 
remain in constant touch y 
the clergy who mus: appa 
each design for a church, vig 
proud to say he has never 
project rejected, a reco, 
attributes to his painstai 
adherence to tradition. [n 
North American culture, wij 
values individuality with ne 
religious fervor, it’s fascing 
to meet an artist who respect 
cultural tradition so deeply. 0 


artist hy 
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Fringe Gallery « T. 


Edmontonians the beauty and 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
Digger, please 


Light Shining in Buckinghamshire « 
Studio Theatre » May 16-25 « pre- 
VUE “I'm a leftie from way back,” says 
Conrad Alexandrowicz—but nowhere 
near as far back as the subjects of Caryl 
Churchill's challenging 1976 epic Light 
gehining in Buckinghamshire, which 
Alexandrowicz is directing as his M.FA. 
thesis production for U of A’s Studio The- 
atre. The play is a series of vignettes 
depicting the popular uprisings that took 
place in-1640s England, spearheaded by 
groups with such active-sounding names 
as the Diggers, the Levellers and the 
Ranters. The title, in fact, is a reference to 
a famously incendiary Digger pamphlet 
published in 1648 that called for a 
return of all public lands to the people 
-of England—in essence, the establish- 
ment of a new, classless society to 
Place the old one based on privilege 
and wealth. As Churchill remarks in her 
introduction to the play, “For a short 
time after the king had been defeated, 
anything seemed possible.” 
“It’s a very complicated period in his- 
tory,” Alexandrowicz says, considerably 
teaderstating the matter. “You've got a 
lot of religious radicalism dovetailing 
with all these new ideas about democra- 


cy. | don’t think they really realized the 
significance of what they were doing. 
What they were talking about, what they 
proposed, what they wrote would not 
be seen again for more than 200 years, 
in France and the U.S. This amazing guy 
named Gerrard Winstanley, who was the 
Digger leader, wrote voluminously about 
the link between economic and political 
freedom and proposed stuff that was 
200 years before Marx.” 

Like most of Churchill’s work 
(which includes Cloud Nine, Fen and 
Top Girls), Light Shining in Bucking- 
hamshire is a daunting piece material. 
There's no linear storyline to guide you 
through this chaotic historical era, nor 
are there very many recurring charac- 
ters. (And even when figures do reap- 
pear later on in the action, they are 
frequently played by different actors.) 
“We're risking perplexity on the part of 
the audience,” Alexandrowicz admits. 
“It’s a densely rhetorical play, which 
makes it hard to get an audience to 
invest emotionally in it. And it’s even 
more difficult to do that when there 
isn’t a character or set of characters to 


_follow—the characters all disappear 


into this vast movement of people. 
“But at the same time,” he contin- 
ues, “I think we're creating the impres- 
sion that Churchill has said she wanted 
to create—that these events are happen- 
ing to many, many people. There’s one 
scene called ‘A Woman Leaves Her Baby,’ 
where a woman is starving and doesn’t 
have enough food to feed her own child, 
50 she has to take it to the almshouse 
and give it up. And you hear about 
another character who had to abandon 
her baby, knowing it would die. So 
hopefully you have the sense of all these 
women having these things happen to 
them—times were so unimaginably 
tough and there was so much injustice 
that it was just about institutionalized.” 
Of course, Alexandrowicz points out, 
this kind of thing is still happening today, 


and he expresses the hope that young 
people who see that play will realize that 
the struggle for freedom—the same 
struggle they're participating in by 
protesting at the World Trade Organiza- 
tion meeting in Seattle or heading to 
Kananaskis in June—has been going on 
for hundreds of years. | ask him if he 
finds that knowledge reassuring or 
depressing—after all, how comforting 
can it be to know that centuries later, we 
still don’t seem to have made much 
headway against the powers that be? 
“It's reassuring and depressing,” 
Alexandrowicz says. “You know, | think 
that human beings are fatally flawed and 
| don’t believe in political solutions any- 
more. In one of the last speeches in the 
play, a character says, There may come 
a time when | may do this again. I'll try 
this again, maybe we'll all try this again.’ 
People always seem to keep trying again 
to find liberation. | just think the thing 
that makes us human is that we keep on 
fighting and that we still have hope.” 


The wayward bus 


Secret Spaces: The City Speaks « 
Departs from the Third Space 
(11516-103 St) « Fri-Sat, May 17- 
18, 8pm * preVUE Drive through 
Edmonton with Dave Clarke, and he'll 
spend the entire trip filling you in on the 
city’s fascinating secret history. He's the 
man who knows that the High Level 
Bridge is two feet longer in the summer 
than in the winter and that the architect 
who designed the Legislature Building 
later went on to design the sets for the 
Lon Chaney version of The Phantom of 
the Opera; he knows the location of the 
city’s now-abandoned Immigration Hall 
and can explain how the grid-breaking 
diagonal orientation of Kingsway 
Avenue is a living reminder of one of the 
most spectacularly cynical corporate 
boondoggles in Alberta history. Clarke, 
in short, is the man who knows where 


Edmonton’s bodies are buried (includ- 
ing the ones under Telus Field). 

Which makes him the ideal man to 
co-ordinate Secret Spaces: The City 
Speaks, a unique theatre event (not to 
mention a true test of the logistical skills 
of stage manager Michelle Chan) that 
has been conceived as a trial run for a 
project he hopes to do a deluxe version 
of in 2004 to coincide with Edmonton’s 
centennial. Workshop West artistic 
director Ron Jenkins commissioned six 
local playwrights—Ken Brown, Marty 
Chan, Beth Graham, Mieko Ouchi, 
Cathleen Rootsaert and myself—to 
each write a 15-minute play designed 
to be performed in unconventional, 
non-theatrical locations throughout the 
city. Audiences will climb aboard a bus 
at the start of the evening and be driv- 
en to each play; during the trip a 
defrocked city archivist (played by Brid- 
get Ryan) will act as tour guide. 

Clarke hopes the evening will leave 
the audiences with a sense of the com- 
plex history buried just beneath the city’s 
surface coming to life through the 
actors. “If the city speaks,” he says, “it’s 
through the memories of the people 
who've lived there. People are the brain 
of the city. And if there is a communal 
story, it’s buried away in corners you 
wouldn't necessarily look in.... What’s so 
interesting about Western cities in Cana- 
da is that they’re so new. In older cities, 
the development of the city is buried in 
archaic times—you can’t really go back 
that far and trace it concretely. Here, you 
can go to the archives and read the min- 
utes from every single council meeting.” 

And if that makes the night sound 
like a dreary series of historical re-enact- 
ments, nothing could be further from 
the truth. The cast of characters for the 
evening includes a boy with a severe 
head injury, a sinister psychic, a giant 
elephant and a princess from a faraway 
planet, none of which you're likely to 
see at Fort Edmonton Park anytime 


soon. Some of the plays—Chan’s, fi 
saert’s and Brown’s—have at least ¥ 
basis in actual historical events, both 
vate and public. But even in the p 
created out of thin air, the charad 
seem to be looking backward, tryi 
make sense of the past and put 
some satisfying order. (The herg 
Ouchi's play, for instance, is a film 
tor.) “That's what theatre is all abo 
says Clarke, “making people see and 
ten to things differently. | first heard 
phrase in French and ! wish | ca 
remember it because it would sou 
classy: ‘Even at home, you're a tout 


Pantydisestablish- 
mentarianism 


Opening night for the provocall 
titled Hump! (the debut play from 
equally provocatively titled Pall 
Productions) is still about a md 
away—the curtain rises on June 
But if you’re eager for a previ 
glimpse of the show—and conslé 
ing that it’s a musical versio 
Richard III, how can your curiosity 
be piqued?—at the Varscona on 
day, May 19 for a fundraiser the} 
calling Panty Raid: A Gender-Be 
ing Romp of Song and Ve 
Besides the talented Panties 9 
Jocelyn Ahlf, Belinda Cornish, | 
O'Connor, Celina Stachow and 0 
Wylie—the evening will feature 
cast songs and Shakespearean 
performed by the likes of Jeff Hasl 
Davina Stewart, Stephanie Wolle 
Dana Andersen. The gender) 
proceedings will be hosted, app 
ately enough, by the sexually & 
Susanna Patchouli. 

Tickets for Panty Raid are $201 
can be reserved by calling 482° 
Panties, panties, panties—! think 
used the word “panties” more '! 
in this single item than | have" 
entire rest of my life..O * 
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dreds of quilts. Exhibition repre- 
Ae generations. Until June 5. 


T GALLERY 8 Mission Ave., St. 
80-3679. ARTISTS BOREALIS: New 


peak experiences. Once Venus moves on to compassionate, cozy 
be less willing to experiment and more interested in maintaining a le 
one involved 


from Japan, Vancouver, Calgary, 
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Bote BOE LL La et Fri Sond ati icy chin! soctecm 10322-83 Ave., 451-8000. By Arthur Miller. important, what is safe. While your Mercury ruler is retrograde and you can’t prop- 


1692, Salem, Massachusetts. Discontent 


erly assess outcomes, don’t fool around or take risks you normally wouldn't. Besides, sharp- 
and suspicion reign as a town's ferocious 


Dam-Spm; 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Ongoing. 
jam-Spm. */UDY CHICAGO-RESOLU- 


tongued, short-tempered Mars in your Gemini midheaven could be hurtful; impulsive 


4 zy RIGOLETTO'S CAFE 10068-108 St., 426- rip on obedience and faith gives way to a : neve 
Boe TCH a se Work By. 2122, Open Mon-Sat 11am-2am. DAMSELS see and distrust. Mature subject matter. Behevioun condo rior Batoy iamiule. goad that was|innended > 
p00, eae le'instalation IN DISTRESS: Exhibition and sale of funky intil May 18. TIX $10-$12 adult, $8-$10 ‘ : : 
inner Party, Until June 9. *FABRICA- aintings by Christine Frost. student @ door or TicketMaster. LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22); Watch out! Here comes another chance to fall head over 
15: New work by Gillian Collyer, Janet Paintings by d ; heels in love! Librans, more than the rest of us, are fortunate enough to receive the 
fon, Zoe Williams. Until June 9. *CANA- = SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St., 423- DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 i eal > ¢ eae 
V QUILT ASSOCIATION NATIONAL 1492. Open Tue-Sat noon-Spm. COUPURES —_Ave., 433-3399. Edmonton's long-running, full benefit package from the twice-a-year trine between their Venus ruler and Uranus 
tD EXHIBITION. May 19-June 16. DE PRESCE: PRINTS AND RELATED WORKS live improvised soap opera. Every That freedom-loving Uranus is in your Aquarius house of romance and risk increases the 
KITCHEN GALLERY: NESTING: New 1992-2002: Prints and installation works by Mon, 8pm. of the relationship being fun, even frivolous. The connection also suggests that a romant 
Perea ro Renee enue Mey Teli” evr ways mer Thea, 1g613- | Stacertcan br ae mp rv vse dng So wary ns 


Created by Lisa Murray, Until July 28. - 109 Ave., 483-4051. Lyrics py Tim Rice, 


reception THU, May 16, 8pm. 


‘ ; music by Andrew Lloyd Webber. The story ORPIO (Ocr 23-Nov 21): You're okay: it’s your partner, pa 
aden Shenae adul Shia SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEN, 8882-170 of Argentinas pty. Eva Peron. Until Ty ca = ae ae sae a seeks ae s a 

é ), free zs ‘i urus s 
under). Free Thu after 4pm. *AFTER St 444-1024. Featuring works by |. Iinetees EIR: Uranus in your home base. As long as you keep an eye on joir 


Yardley-Jones and Sreqg lehnson. Acrylics 


by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo and GOLD DIGGITY Celebrations Dinner 


Theatre, The Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 


i age Paddle Your Own Canoe. FRI, 


ments and keep track of credit card activity, you'll be in good shape if you decide to gi 


‘ Jacqueline Stenberg. Art glass available. - obligations that no longer make sense. Since retrograde Mercury is in your house of shared 
RUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Artists in the courtyard continues every Lenore eae hea ach uetatiow values now is a good time to re-evaluate your holdings or research refinancing your mort- 
y Main Rd., 482-1402, SURFACE weekend. Reba Calhoun almost Toses her only son eden é Rimmer . = 
ee Fy He SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO while trying to pan for gold. Until Aug. 3 Babes] ee van CBRE ney 
TY WHT OLS eee 10867-96 St, 424-8803. Open daily 10am- _TIX starts at $32.95. ' = pr eae 
; QUILTS: Part of Voices In 6pm. Paintings by Christopher Lucas. Work SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): How does attending a school for scoundrels 
4 May ae ee ae Bui Eauaua by Patricia iy Bridgit fumer Deanna HIGHS pS Toe aa x sound? There's nothing especially nefarious about Venus’s easygoing trine to 
GALLERY Larson and David Phillips. Ave., U of A Campus, 492-2495. Presented Uranus in your house of education; however, the trine is the stuff romantic farce 
Mpus, 112 Pa Aiers au alacALGt STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park by Studio Theatre. By Cary! Churchill. made of, The foibles of society also become quite apparent when the people you hang va 
n Tue Fr ‘Oarh-Sent Stn eaten BOSH Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. Open Mon-Fri Historical drama that explores class struc- are subject to ridicule. Remember, “Laugh and the world laughs with you...” The crying part 
yi -Spm. 


PULL: Bachelor of Design grad show 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm. NEW ASPECTS: ture and religion in 17th-century England. comes during the last of the three oppositions fearful Satur makes to sneaky Pluto in your 


E Unti Oil paintings, watercolours and mixed- May 16-25, 8pm. Matinee Thu, May 23, 
Se a ectalWor ‘by various artists. 12:30pm. TIX $8-$20. sign over the weekend 
a para tt ae eee SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd., LIVE ON SATURDAY NIGHT Jubilations CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20); Healthcare professionals, especially your vet, might 
Bria cane pptnas ongboat. 988-2266. Landscapes, cityscapes, florals, Dinner Theatre, Upper Level, Phase Ill, Ameiee % et Gee aoe aac 
Roast india y len Sky. Inuit and nudes, surreal paintings as well as glass- WEM, 484-2424. Our send-up of the late take up a good deal of your time this week. Co S, ss 
Nas, Until Ree ery yt works, sculptures and ceramics by various night comedy show. Until Jul. 11. der and/or request have greater significance, information you obtain carnes more 
FRINGE G, i artists. THE ODD COUPLE Varscona Theatre, weight. After Venus enters your Cancer complement on Monday, people you deal with be a 
le Ave. Pip hy BS, (Oa UNIVERSITY EXTENSION CENTRE 420-1757, 433-3399 (Voice box #3). By regular basis can become more accessible, more willing to go for coffee and shoot the 
Closed Sun. ICONGRARHI. Poise GALLERY 2nd Fl., Upuersly Extension Neil Simon. Presented by Naa age breeze. Nevertheless, if you're feeling anxious for no reason, here’s a reason: explosive Pluto 
ph Rodents? SeMGeeeec ta acorn — Lonperictaetes Mi aaize ee | pmingmarameremn 
: i H \ D 5 5 
’ - 4:30pm; Sat 9am-noon. /NS/DE OUT: B mat pay-what-you-can. TIX $16, $14 stu- ; : : 
GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave., Lois anes A final visual presentation io dentsentarfenur members. Adv. tickets @ pv) AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18): The Water-Bearer may well turn out co be we object = 
p52. oRen Tue-Sat 10am-5Spm. the Certificate in Fine Arts, Until May 22. TIX on the Square. Libra’s affection. While Venus displays a variety of her charms to your ¢ aes | 
ha oh ROM THE PLAYGROUND: SAT, May 18, 2-Spm. Artist in attendance. SECRET SPACES: THE CITY SPEAKS 3rd PAV Uranus ruler this weekend, anything can happen. Since the goddess of beauty ayy 
Bulivan testy Saskatchewan), UPSTAIRS GALLERY Great Bear Framing, Space Cabaret, 11516-103 St., 477-5955. affection is in your Gemini house of risk and romance, the odds are in Cupid's favour. Bui 
08. loldgrafer (Edmonton). Until 2nd Fl,, 11631-105 Ave., 452-8906. THE Journey to six spaces and see new plays. you've already found your true love, then plan something suitably sensational to celebrate this 
ATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 S Sear Or TRS: Paintings by Tom Gale. May 17-18, 8pm. TIX $12. happy state of affairs. Don’t let a problem with the house or family spoil the occasion 
Plain, 963-2777, Ope ee Pena Ss THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre, 
io 2/77. Open daily 10am- i 0695. Friday @ : f we 4 
YONG THE RED BRICK SCHOOL: A as yaaa a anerca Ure aaa etd tine Thantie Tenor ey of PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): Artistic Venus bee a ae ig ith orseee 4 
Dott 1BUM. Bradley Keys, prairie story SOJOURN: Recent paintings by Brent R. improvisers feelings about family, just as the sun enters it. You could be trading 
} N, Until June 17. Opening recep- Y k. UI iT M P30 oy ; P : ; mony and beauty for a will to power. Check it out. If none of this applies to your 
, May 19, 14pm. Laycock. Until May Z — res, HAS SETHE PND eee particular variety of Fish, then concentrate on typical Mercury retrograde stuff: clean out the 
1D = F - joctor Theatre, = i * @ 
; 0 NOGALLERY Main Fl., Empire Oe torn Atraee 487-1142, 4811. Based on the book b W.O. Mitchell. closets, shred papers you no longer need, reread books you haven't touched since = 
ed Sat pe cael www.canadlanquilter.com. Biennial confer- Adapted by Lee MacDougall Until June 2. But if you sense a crisis is coming, do the smart thing: pledge allegiance to your group. 
4 or appoint- ~ . , 


New worksiby Debra eee andD, ence of the Canadian Quilters’ Association... ‘estes eepistis 4A. ls OS . 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
email listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


DISPLAYS/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 
11410 Kingsway Ave., 451-1175. 
Open daily 10am-4pm. Telling the 
story of Edmonton's bush pilots, 
#éaska Highway construction, defence 
of Russia and commercial aviation 
development. *MRIYA EXHIBITION: 
1:100 scale reproductions of major 
airplanes, rockets and space technolo- 
gy. Models of the world’s largest air- 
plane AN-225 Mriya, and the Zenith 
rocket of Sea Launch. Until June 21. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 
km SW of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 
987-3054. Open weekends. Authentic 
Japanese garden, nature trail, 80 acres 
of connected gardens. TIX $5.75 
adult; $4.50 senior; children under 4 
free. eShop in the Garden. SAT 25 
(noon): Walk with a Horticulturist. 
Tour the Alpine garden and native 
plant areas. Pre-register. Regular gar- 
den entrance fees apply. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Fox Dr., 
Whitemud Dr., 496-8787. Open 
weekdays 10am-4pm; weekends, hols 
10am-6pm (May 19-June 28). SUN 
19-MON 20 (10am-6pm): Spring 
Carnival. TIX $8 adult, $6 youth/sen- 
ior, $24.50 family. (May 19-Sept. 2 
and Sept. Sundays). 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE 
Fox Dr., Whitemud Dr., 496-8787, 
496-2925. Open weekdays 9am-4pm; 
weekends/hols 11am-Spm (until May 
17). *Animals as Architects exhibit: 
Weekends, drop-in 1-4pm. TIX $1 
child (2-12 yrs); $1.50 adult; $1.25 
youth (13-17 yrs)/senior; $4.25 
family. SUN 19 (1-4pm): Froggy 
friends. SAT 18-MON 20 (1-4pm): 
Spying Forward. SUN 26 (1-4pm): 
Attracting wildlife. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen 
Sports Centre Park, 496-8787. SUN 
19 (1-Spm): Basic breads. SUN 26 (1- 
Spm): Garden Sunday. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM ‘St. 
Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert. 459-1528. Open Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm; Sun 1-Spm. *GLACIERS 
TO CARTIER: EXPLORERS: Until May 
27. *DISCOVERY ROOM: An interac- 
tive educational venue dedicated to 
children and families. Old-fashioned 
winter fun. Hear stories of St. Albert 
women. Suggested donation $2. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626- 
J6A St, 496-8755. Open Mon-Fri 
lam-6pm; Sat-Sun 11am-6pm. *RIB- 
BONS AND RUFFLES SHOW: Spring in 
the Show Pyramid. Until June 9. *ART 
OF MARGUERITE BASKETT: 
Watercolours by Marguerite Baskett. 
Until May 24. TIX $5 adult, $4 
senior/youth, $2.50 child, $15 family. 
SAT 18-SUN 19 (9am-6pm): Muttart 
Conservatory annual bedding 
plant sale. 


ODYSSIUM 11211-142 St., 452- 
9100. Open Sun-Thu, hols 10am- 
Spm; Fri-Sat 10am-9pm. Edmonton’s 
Space and science centre. 

* TransCanada PipeLines Gallery: 
wegce Place: Hands-on exhibits. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBER- 
TA 12845-102 Ave., 453-9100, 453- 
9131. www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Open weekdays 9am-9pm; weekends 
9am-Spm. *SYNCRUDE CANADA 
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: 
Spans 11,000 years and 500 genera- 
gam, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and 
more. Permanent exhibit. *TREA- 


SURES OF THE EARTH: Geology col- 
lection. Permanent exhibit. *THE 
HABITAT GALLERY: Glimpse the 
lakes, forests, prairies and animals of 
Alberta. Permanent exhibit. ¢THE 
NATURAL HISTORY GALLERY: *BUG 
ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent. ®7THE BIRD GALLERY: 
Mounted birds. Permanent. *S/XTIES 
PROP AND SHOP: Props on sale. SAT 
18-SUN 19, 9am-Spm. *ALICE’S 
RESTAURANT: (The Museum Café). 
*TIX weekdays (25% off) $9 adult; $7 
senior; $5 youth (7-17 yrs.); free child 
6 and under; $25 family until June 30. 
FEATURE GALLERY 2: DOMESTIC 
ART: QUILTS FROM THE MUSEUM’S 
COLLECTION: Until Sept. 2. 
*EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY: 
Museum Theatre. MON 20 (8pm): 
The Bad and the Beautiful starring Kirk 
Douglas. TIX $5 adults, $4 senior/stu- 
dent, $2 (kids 12 and under). 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 
427-3995. Open Tue-Sun, 12 noon- 
5pm. Costumed interpreters recreate 
daily household activities. 


TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. Open 
Tue-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm. 
Largest telecommunications museum 
in Canada. An interactive educational 
gallery dedicated to children and fam- 
ilies featuring a multi-media presenta- 
tion on the past, present and future 
of telecommunication starring Xeldon 
the talking robot. TIX $3 adult, $2 
child, $5 family. 


UKRAINIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE 
VILLAGE 25 minutes E of Edmonton 
on Hwy. 16, 662-3640. Open 10am- 
6pm. MON 20 (11:30am-4:30pm): 
Celebration of Spring Festival: 
Activities, exhibits, market square, 
petting zoo. 


KIDS STUFF 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Ave., 
414-5656. *Every THU (10:30am and 
1:30pm); TUE (7pm): Pre-school 
storytime, 3-5 yrs. Pre-register. Until 
May 30. *Every TUE (4pm): Readers’ 
Theatre Workshop, Grades 4+. 
Pre-register. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano 
Mall, 98 Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. 
*Every THU (10:15-10:45am): Little 
Tales for Little People, 3-5 yrs. Until 
May 30. Stories, finger plays, and 
games. Drop-in. Every WED (10:15- 
10:45am): Time for tots, 2-3 yrs. Until 
May 29. Pre-register. SAT 25 (2pm): 
Dragony Ways, 5-8 yrs. Pre-register. 


EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR 
BRIGHT CHILDREN (EABC) 

Alberta School for the Deaf, 
Sunroom, 6240-113 St., 433-9371. 
SAT 11: Super Saturday, Grades 1-6. 
Strategy games, featuring Assideum. 
Free for members. Memberships avail- 
able. Pre-register. 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE Jasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 497- 
4303. eChildren’s theatre classes, 9- 
12 yrs. July 15-19 and July 29-Aug. 2. 
IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 
Ave., 496-1808. *Every TUE 
(10:15am): Baby Laptime, 1-2 yrs. 
Pre-register. 

LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard 
Shopping Centre, 6104-172 St., 
496-1871. *Every THU (7pm): Family 
storytime, 3+ yrs. Until Aug. 29. No 
program May 23. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill 
Woods Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 
496-1818. *Every SAT (2pm): Silly 
Saturdays, stories and crafts, Drop-in. 
Until May 25. SAT 18 (2pm): Silly 


Saturday: Eeeek! Mousetales. SAT 25: 
Where the Buffalo Roam. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
19 Perron Street, St. Albert, 460- 
4310. THU 16; StArt, Parent and 
Preschooler Program: Stegosaurus. 
$5/child. Pre-register. TUE 21, 

THU 23: StArt, Parent and Preschooler 
Program: Apatosaurus. $5/child. 
Pre-register. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. *Every 
WED (10:15-10:4S5am): Time for twos. 
Pre-register. 


SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-95 
St., 496-7099. Every TUE (1:30pm): 
Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. Until 
May 28. Pre-register. Every WED 
(4pm): Japanese Calligraphy, 8-14 yrs. 
Pre-register. 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista 
Rd., 496-8787. Open daily 9:30am- 
6pm until June 30. eEvery SUN (1- 
4pm): Zoo Sundays. TIX $3.50 child 
(2-12), $6 adult, $4.50 youth (13-17) 
/senior, $19 family Until Oct. 14. 


LECTURES/MEETINGS 


ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIA- 
TION Strathcona Community 
League, 10139-87 Ave., (403) 283- 
2025. www.AlbertaWilderness.ca. 
THU 16 (7-9pm): Flight of the Golden 
Eagle, the Big Picture Begins to Emerge 
presented by Peter Sherrington. TIX 
$4 ea., children free. 


BELMEA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 
9109-182 St., 488-7926. SAT 27 
(10am-4pm): Plant a Row-Grow a 
Row: Compost sale. 


CENTRE FOR WELLNESS IN 
MOTION N. Edmonton, 459-3908. 
Introductory reflexology for family 
and friends. Learn relaxation tech- 
niques and how to love your feet so 
you can feel better all over. 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 
Ave., 496-1808. SAT 25 (11am): 
Sharing perennial plants and our 
neighbourhood. Pre-register. 


L’ARCHE ASSOCIATION OF 
EDMONTON 465-0618. THU 16: 
Searching for Hope presented by Jean 
Vanier. 


LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTRE 4936- 
87 St., 462-4491. *Every SUN 
(11am): Jaclyn Darby presents 

The New Spirituality. Music by 
Deanna Clee and Kelly Thomas. 
(Untit June 20). 


LIONS SENIOR CENTRE 11113-113 
St., 451-0648. WED 29 (7:30pm): The 
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and 
Kayak Club hosts a new members 
night. Slide show on canoeing and 
video showing of Slave to the River. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill 
Woods Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 
496-1818, 450-0511. *Living with 
Loss. Pre-register. Until June 18. 
Every FRI (1-4:30pm): Bridge players. 
Drop-in. Until May 24. 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY 
471-3034. Saturday Tai Chi, Pre-regis- 
ter. ©11203-70 St. MON 27 (7-9pm): 
Education session on hypnotherapy. 


ORLANDO BOOKS Room for 
Change (upstairs), 10123 Whyte Ave., 
439-6670. www.geocities.com/altto- 
cap. *Every SAT (3:30pm): 
Alternatives to Capitalism: Discussion 
and working group. 


PUBLIC MEETING ¢Clareview 
Recreation Centre, 3804-139 Ave., 
496-5816. THU 16 (7pm): Proposed 
amendment Northeast Edmonton, 
Clareview Town Centre 
Neighbourhood Area Structure Plan. 
*Steele Heights Junior School, 146- 


07-59 St., 496-6096. THU 23 (7pm): 


Proposed amendment of Miller 
Neighbourhood Area Structure Plan. 


SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-95 


St., 496-7099. THU 16 (6:30pm): 
Diabetes-What’s It All About? seth 


Diabetes—What’s It All About? Session 
2. Pre-register. 


TOASTMASTERS *N’ORATORS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB NE, 474- 
6001. Every THU evening overcome 
your fears of public speaking. *PUR- 
SUERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB 

Cedar Park Inn, 51 Ave., Calgary Trail, 
417-6580. *Every WED (7-9pm): 
Learn public speaking and how to run 
meetings. Meet positive, enthusiastic 
members who are improving their 
lives. Free. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA *COALI- 
TION AGAINST WAR AND RACISM 
Humanities Centre, Rm. 1-7, U of A 
Campus. *Every THU (4:30-5:30pm): 
Meeting. Everyone welcome. 
SPANISH LANGUAGE CAFE, 
Parkallen Pizza, Upstairs 8424-109 

St., 492-4221. *Every THU (7- - 
8:30pm): Beginner-advanced students 
of Spanish, opportunity to practice 
conversational skills. 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIA- 
TION *Bonnie Doon Mall Recycle, 
85 St., 85 Ave., 488-6948. SUN 19 
(9pm): Free guided hike, approx. 10 
km at Hastings. Bring lunch and bev- 
erage. *Abbottsfield Mall 
McDonalds, 30 St., 118 Ave., 488- 
6948. SUN 26 (9am): Free guided 
hike, approx. 11 km at Pleasantview. 
Bring lunch and beverage. 


WOMEN IN BLACK Strathcona 
Farmer's Market, 83 Ave., 103 St., 
435-7051. *Every SAT (10-11am): 
Women in Black (Edmonton), a 
women's peace and anti-racist group 
invites all women and men to attend 
a silent vigil. Black clothing preferred, 
but not required. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324- 
82 Ave., upstairs, 490-1414. *Every 
TUE (8pm): The Beat Goes On: Poetry 
Open Stage with the Raving Poets 
Band hosted by The Alberta Beatnik. 
No cover. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill 
Woods Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 
496-1818, 450-0511. First WED ea. 
month (3-4:30pm); Mill Woods 
Reading Group. Until June 5. *Living 
with Loss. Pre-register. Until June 18. 


ORLANDO BOOKS Room for 
Change, 10123 Whyte Ave., 432- 
7633. THU 16 (7:30pm); Lorie Miseck 
reads from her new book, A Promise of 
Salt. FRI 17 (7:30pm): Adam 
Dickinson reads from his new book of 
poems, Cartography and Walking. THU 
23 (7:30pm): Book launch: Laisha 
Rosnau reads from her novel, The 
Sudden Weight of Snow. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. THU 23 (7pm): Patio 
picks: Books and lemonade with 
Laurie Greenwood. Pre-register. 


LIVE COMEDY 
COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard, 469 4999, THU 16-SAT 18 
(8:30pm): Comedian/ventriloquist 
Damien James and special guests. 
THU 23-SAT 25 (8:30): Comedian 
Lamont Ferguson and guests. 


FARGO’S ON WHYTE 10307-82 
Ave., 433-4526. *Every SUN: Fargo’s 
Laugh-a-Lot Comedy. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St, 
421-1326. *Every THU (7:30- 
9:30pm): What Happens Next? come- 
dy improv show, hosted by Graham 
Neil. Through spring. TIX $3. 


TIN PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Tr. S., 
702-2060. TUE 21; Cheese Tea. 


1. Pre-register. THU 23 (6:30pm): 


“APE Rm. 7-152, 7 Fi, 
North Building, U of A. 
(S-6pm): A sexual orien 

__ schooling focus 
Andre Grace an 


AIDS NETWORK OF EDMony 
SOCIETY 201, 11456 Jaspe, Ave 
488-5742. Support services fo, 0 
~ affected with HIV infection/Ain: | 
line, counselling, referrals, sup, 
groups, preventive education pri 
grams, resource centre, speaker; 
bureau, outreach, advocacy ang 
lic awareness campaigns. a 


AXIOS 454-8449. A support aio, 
local chapter of the internationa) 
organization of Eastern Orthodox 
Eastern-Rite Catholic Gay and (cs) 
Christians. a 


DIGNITY EDMONTON 482.684; 
Support community for lesbigay 
Catholics and friends. 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Aye 
482-7960. Steam bath. 


EDMONTON RAINBOW Busin 
ASSOCIATION 422-6207. Gay 
and Lesbians in business and non 
friends. Share business knowledge 
learn, make friends, network in pos 
tive, proud space where being yoy 
self is the norm. 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUN 
CHURCH Garneau United Churc 

11148-84 Ave., 474-0753. *Every 

SUN (7pm): Worship services. Seryj 
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and trary 
gendered community. 


LIVING POSITIVE 488-5768 
www.connect.ab.ca/~livepos/ 
Edmonton Persons Living with HIV 
Society. Peer facilitated support 
groups, peer counselling. Daily 
drop-in. 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED 426- 
0905. www.lcna.org. All Chapter 
spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, ind 
vidual support and a safe space for 
our own Spiritual questions. 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF EDMONTON 429- 

2321. Weekly church services, non 
denominational. 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE 

* 421-2277, 1-877-882-2011 (ext. 
2038). Edmonton Police Service ani 
the Gay and Lesbian community. 


PRIME TIMERS 426-7019. eEvery 
2nd SUN ea. month (3pm): Monti! 
meetings. Social group for gay/bise 
ual men over 40 and their friends. 


L EVENTS 


BEV FACEY HIGH SCHOOL °° 
Colvill Boulevard, 467-0044. SAT ! 
Horticulture spring garden sale 


BUDWEISER MOTORSPORTS P? 
461-5801. FRI 24: Steet legal drag 
SAT 25: Double header raceday. SUI 
26: Precision performance drags. 


EDMONTON QUEEN Rafter's 
Landing, 9734-98 Ave., 424-BOAT. 
Now open. Cruises start May 18. 


ACTORS INTENSIVE WORKSHO 
433-1124. Learn film auditioning 
techniques from a working actor 
whose movies have screened in 
Europe, North America, and Asia 
Ongoing workshop weekday 
evenings. Free. 


ARTHRITIS SOCIETY Mill vio 
Assembly, 2225-66 St., 424-1 74 F 
Arthritis Self-Management poor 
(6-wk course). $25 ea; $45 couple 
members; $35 non-member; 
non-member couple. Pre-registe" 


_ DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 


‘SEE NEXT PA 


TTauisss iN@ MAY 16-MAY 22, 2002 


51SPLAYS/MUSEUMS 


wickKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425- 

199 Ave., 422-1 970. Archives and 

museum located along the river val- 
ley on the Heritage Trail. Stroll in the 
Victorian-era park. 


KIDS STUFF 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq,, 422-6223. 
THE CHILDREN’S GALLERY: FROM 
HEAD TO TOE by Lisa Murray. For 
children 4-12 yrs. *Raiders of the Lost 
Art. Saturday art classes for ages 4-5; 
6-8 and 9-11. *Every SAT: Drop-in 
youth workshops for ages 12+. 


LECTURES/MEETINGS 


DANCE EXPRESSIONZ Capital 
Tower Building, 206, 10609-1011 St., 
426-4766. Relieve daily stress 
through dance. 


LEGISLATURE GROUNDS 
www.worldpartnershipwalk.com. 

SUN 26 (11am): The World 
Partnership Walk. Fight against glob- 
al poverty. 

OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton 
Chamber of Commerce, 600, 10123- 


JEVENTS WEEKLY 


SW of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 
-3054. «Unusual trees and shrubs. 
y 23-20, June 6. *Willow highback 
chair. May 24-26. «Low mainte- 
ce gardening. May 2S. ®*Sprin 
shrooms. May 25. *Woven willow 
dhouse. May 25. *Walk with a hor- 
Iturist. May 25. *Watercolour birch 
tes. May 26. *Edible wild. May 26. 


99 St. (W. door), 426-4620. FRI 17 
(6:45-8:30am): Speaker Jay Ball pres- 
ents Junior Achievement-—Let Their 
Success Be Your Inspiration. $2. 
Everyone welcome. FRI 24 (6:45- 
8:30am): Casual Friday. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Centennial Rm., 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 452-4661. THU 16 (7- 
9pm): Support, books, videos, the 
Internet for families coping with 
severe and persistent mental illness. 


UPWARD BOUND TOASTMAS- 
TERS 10 Fl., Baker Centre, 10025- 
106 St., 469-5816. *Every WED 
(7pm): Learn to speak confidently in 
public. 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 
St. Large tavern with pool tables, 
restaurant, shows. Members only. 


FEATHER OF HOPE ABORIGINAL 
AIDS PREVENTION SOCIETY 702, 
10242-105 St., 488-5773. Education, 
training and support organization. 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) 
Suite 45, 9912-106 St., 488-3234, 
www.edmce.net/glcce. Open Mon-Fri, 
1:30pm-5:30pm; 7pm-10pm. 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE 
*Jasper Place Campus, 10045-156 
St., 497-4336. *497-4301. *Colour 
Theory in Practical Use. Starts July 8. 
*Mixed Media Art workshop. Starts 
July 22. «Landscape Painting in 
Watercolour. Starts Aug. 19. *Bringing 
Realism to your Art: How to render 
fabric, leather, fur, metal and other 
textures. Starts Aug. 26. *Getting 
started with florals using acrylics. 
Workshop on May 25. *497-4301. 
*QuarkxXPress level |. May 25-26. 


REE* FREE* FREE*® FREE* FREE 
TIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
i re a 

at | jam wil lace up 

Bi one aaa RoE 


ate or by fax. Dvolicale 
*e ads will not be taken over ihe phone, - 
ads will run for four weeks, if you require 


an ad to be renewed or cancelled please phone 
426-1996 or fax 426-2889. Please fax Jpn 
to 426-2889, or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before 
publication. Placement will depend upon 
available space. 


Three lines for 


$10.00 


Print your copy legibly 
on lines provided 
Up to 45 characters per line 
Every letter, space or mark 
counts as one character 


Mlow one space following punctuation 


Call (780)426-1996 
6-2: 


Fax (780) 


889 


e-mail >office@vue.ab.ca< 


10303-108 Street, Edmonton, AB. For more 
information please phone 426-1996. 


One Services 


bi ag 53) 


Support groups, library, youth group 
and discussion nights. «Request for 
Nominations for 2002 Edmonton 
Pride Awards. To nominate a person 
or group, provide a short bio of the 
nominee, the reasons you think they 
deserve the award, and any perti- 
nent contact information. For more 
information e-mail Roz at 
rosten@shaw.ca or Fred at 
fdicker@compusmart.ab.ca. Deadline 
for nominations May 25. 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW 
(GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St., 488- 
0564. A peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward 
preventing the spread of HIV by 
improving self-esteem. 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON 
SOCIETY 600, 10242-105 St., 488- 
5742. Support services for people 
affected with HIV/AIDS, info line, 
counseling, referrals, support groups, 
preventive education programs, 
resource centre, speakers bureau, 
Gay Men's Outreach Crew (GMOC), 
advocacy and public awareness. 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St., 448- 
1768. www.icarealberta.org. The 
Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV 
resources and education (formerly 
Interfaith Association on AIDS). 
Providing spiritual support and con- 


#497-4303. *Vocal Workshop. Starts 
July 8. Guitar Workshop. Starts July 
22. Rock and Popular Music. Starts 
july 15. Studio Recording Techniques. 
Starts July 15. #497-4336. Adobe 
Illustrator Level |. June 8-9. *Electronic 
Prepress. June 11-25. ePhotoshop |. 
June 15-16. *Macintosh Level Il. June 
22-23. «Chicago in June with Arts 
Outreach. June 9-16. $1696. After 
Effects. Starts June 1. 


RED DEER COLLEGE 422-8162. 
Theatre Alberta Artstrek 2002: West 


Deadline for classified 
advertising is 12 noon 
the Tuesday before 
eyelolivershicela) 


t to artist 


Harcourt House Arts Centre: New artist in rest- 
dence program. Free studio for visual artist for one 
year. Submission deadline: May 31, 2002. Call 
426-4180 for details. 


ar 


na0503 


Fringe Comedy: Looking for ‘male and female 
50+” Auditions May. Private auditions available. 
No weekend rehearsals, Call Judith 473-2781. 


nections for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS. 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, 
Suite 45, 9912-106 St. *Every 2nd 
THU each month: Meeting. 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 

St., 462-5958. Every 3rd TUE 

(7:30pm): Meeting. Support/educa- 

tion for parents, families and friends 

4 lesbians /gays/bisexuals/transgen- 
ers. 


THE ROOST 10345-104th St., 426- 
3150. Open Mon-Sat 4pm-3am; Sun 
8pm-3am. A multi-level night club. 
Disco upstairs, western downstairs. 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249 
107 St., 990-1818. Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant. 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT GROUP GILCCE, Suite 
45, 9912-106 St., 488-3234. *Every 
4th TUE ea. month (7pm): Meeting. 
Information and mutual support for 
transgendered people in an open, 
friendly and safe environment. Open 
to transsexuals, transvestites, cross- 
dressers, drag queens/kings. 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 
Suite 45, 9912-106 St., 488-3234. 
Gay and Lesbian Community Centre. 
*Every SAT (8-10pm): A social and 
support group for youth under the 


For more information: www.edmontondowntown.com 


Side Story. Residential Summer 
Theatre Program for Teens. July 7-21. 
Pre-register. 

SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. *Eeeek! 
A Mouse! Until June 28. Pre-register. 
THEATRE ALBERTA'S DRAMA- 
WORKS 2002 422-8162, 
www.theatrealberta.com. Stage 
Combat, workshop with nationally- 
renowned Paul Gelineau, July 12-14 


WHOLISTIC HEALTH CARE CLINIC 


av 


10808 107 Ave. f 


Open 424-8981 Bee 
Daily self-service 
8:00AM laundry 


Edmonton's. Best Laundromat! 


burt 
‘ 
age of 25. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ARTS DISTRICT The Winspear 
Centre, Citadel Theatre, Edmontoms 
Art Gallery, Stanley Milner Library, 
City Hall, Edmonton City Centre, 
Jagged Edge Theatre, 420-1757. 
SUN 26 (noon-4pm): Fifth Annual 
Open House: Performances, exhibits, 
activities (Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Pro Coro Canada, Foote 
Musical Theatre). Free. Info @ TIX on 
the Square. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Edmonton Room, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 387-4347. THU 23 
(7pm): Personal Transformation 
Through Meditation: Andrew Vidich 
demonstrates simple and effective 
meditation techniques. Free. 


WORKSHOPS > 


CITADEL THEATRE 422-8162 i 
Theatre Alberta's Artstrek and | 
Dramaworks 2002. Adult Summer 
Theatre School. July 5-14. Pre-regis- 
ter. 

STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 424-3545 
*Every TUE, THU, 9:15-11:30am): 
ESL Conversation Class. Until July 11 


12320-103 Ave., 447-0647. Level one 
pranic healing weekend workshop: 
Learn and experience powerful sel 
healing techniques, meditation tech- 
niques. Step by step treatments for a 
variety of ailments. May 25-26. $250 
($50 dep.). Pre-register. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. *Every WED (7pm) 
Meditation workshop. 


DRY 


Add it Up... 


Line total ; 10.00 
Extras: 
Symbols: 


| 


x 


Subtotal: 3 
weeks: 
7% GST: 


Little Extras... 


visa 
EXP, DATE 


C) -mastercard 


TOTAL: $ 


Deadline: Tuesdays neon 


Headline $2.00. 
Bold/centred $2.00 
Extra Line $2.00 
Box Word Ad 


SYMBOLS 


Ph/in person 9 am-5 pm 
Monday-Friday 


EX THE BACK 


S\CLASSIFIEDS Musicians | 
‘ing for bass 
artist to artist 


One Actor/One A twent something for 
2002 Fringe Production. Call 993-1729. 
nat 


is 


se: A show of digital culture is seeking 
artists who wish to submit their work. This show 
will be a part of Next Fest. For Info ph Philip 
Jagger 437-5014 
©m: avyanteagarden@rocketmail.com 
Deadline: May 26. 
rans 18 
Three exciting FILM WORKSHOPS in July 
Theatre Alberta's Dramaworks 2002 
Introductory and Ac amera Acting, and 
Auditioning. Ca 8162 or visit 
wwwithestrealberta, om for information on 
these and other workshops. 


e508 
Youth counsellor, social workers, child care 
workers . .. Writer doing research on the reali- 
ties and risks of the field. Of particular interest: 
Real-life employees and the lack of protection 
for these nan-entities. Ph Bruce 490-6993 
caiSO2 
Ad Hoc Theatre Company looking for 
oF ty for Fringe Children’s Musical. 
‘or info call 477-9588. 
mat502 


Production company seeking actors/actresses 
D fi “omedy film. Ph 


for 
entry for 


ras 


The Sixth Annual MadCat Women’s International 
Film Festival seeks to exhibit provocative and 
visiagary works. Info @ weww.somaglow.com/mad- 
cat aa MadCat at alionbear@earthlink. net with 
your name, address, phone ec. (o get on the MadCat 
Mailing list. Deadline: July 5, 2002. 

Entry Fee: $10-30 Pay whal you can afford! 

natels 


For sale immediately: 1 acetylene B-Tank 
Perfect for artist use / jewellery soldering. 40 
cubic ft tank, at 24” H. Tank is full. $140. 

Call Nicole 422-6223 
20509 
Harcourt House Arts Centre: New artist in 
res p Free studio for visual artist 
Fr ar. Submission deadline: May 31 
Call 426-4180 for details 


Seeking 
hip-hor 


USIC, TOURS 


_M 
ARTISTS! 


at 


Drummer and singer, age up to.J8— 
Carole Michaa 474-4223, ee : 
ast 


Wanted: accordianist for accoustic coffee house 
pare ‘60s to (eres ee tock, Vocals an asset. 
>, i 


an evenings 474-59 
na05 16 


Talented singer/songwriter needs others for original 
alternative band. e-m anny-Boyso@excite.com 
na0sté 


15-year-old drummer seeking rock band. Call 916- 
1340. 
nansoe 


Singer/songwriter iw/awn rehearsal/studio_ space. 
and recording gear), need drummer, guitarist, and 
bassist. Serious enquiries only ph Colin 619-8006. 

nats09 


Looking for singer (18-25) for power pop band... 
if you can play bass, that would be an asset. Must 
want fo have fun and be creative. Influences 
include anything and everything. Call 699-7791 


ask for Steve: 
nensne 


Bass player needed for working rock cover band. 
Must be reliable on and off stage. Reply 
www.ootb.ca or 467-7776. 

nang 


(Fe. Voc. needs band) 
1-403-314-8051 

nad4es 
Female back up singer wanted immediately to 
sing live harmonies onstage for professional 
modern r&b duo GENIE. No smokers, drug users 
or gossip queens. Evenings and weekends. Paid & 
promo shows. 489-7462 

nase 


Looking for singer/songwriter for original proj 
Heavy, heavy. No scream, no call. 24-29 yrs 
722-6599, 


cena 
Wanted 2 female guitar players, 1 female drumer, 
1 female bassist to form female tron Maiden trib- 
ute band. Call Destiny 471-4843 
nates 
Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly, 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


+ * SUPER 


‘ed 


| GUITARS * AMPLIFIERS * KEYBOARDS * ORUMS 
| PA & RECORDING EQUPMENT % ADCESSORES 
SALES * SERVICE % RENTALS # CONSIGNMENTS 
* SELL * TRADE * A 
xx MUSIC LESSONS xxx 
PRIVATE LESSONS OFFERED 
BY QUALIFIED ENSTRECTORS 
TO STUDENTS ORANY AGE 
AND MUSIGALABIRITY ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE 
KKKKKERERRRRERE 


_-sollAnniversary 


gee 


Sal on Now 
| 433-0138 


|___ 10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmorion _ 


~_— 


bb ob oe tot 
eee ees 


Guitarist required for serious recording project. 
Groove conscious anthem rock like: Plam, Portis 
and Peppers, Massive Attack, Ben Harper. 
chris@bmpmusic.ca or 432-6524, 

nabs 


wots | SysoiaWillet w/CD looking for guitarist, 
bassist and drummer to form original band. Intl: 
Velvet_ Underground, The Strokes, Television, 
Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds, Pulp and David 


Bowie, Call 452-1919. 
nad418 


1 wanna be your doo wap girl. Yes, I'm a wanna 
be. Enthusiastic amateur, good voice, some expe- 
rience. Looking for R&B, pop, jazz. folk, alt. to 
sing along with, 430-772 


nabs 


Mint condition, 5-string, fretless Warwick bass 
for sale with carry a $1000.00 0.8.0. 472- 


Hockey Player Reqd 
Artist seeks rugged, feat 18-24 yc-old player 


with full equipment to model. Must be fit 
No prof. models or shy guys pls. Substantial 
$$$ for the right look, Call for into 906-1921. 
vwosié 


employment 


ESL Explorers has positions for University gradu- 
ates who want to teach English in Korea. No 
T.E.S.Lrequired. Airfare anc accommodations pro- 
vided. Angela @ 403-609-4325. 

wot t7—— 


help wanted 


5 Teachers Wanted 
Piano, violin, guitar, flute and trumpet teachers 
required for expanding music conservatory. 
Send resume to 30, 580 St. Albert Rd., St. 
Albert, AB, T8H 6M9 or fax 460-4431. 
YW0509 (0509-0530 4 ks) 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Yo [UTer- idle) a) 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 
TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed, 
Free info seminar Tues, May 21, 7pm, 
10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 
ALOT26- longcing 


MODAL MUSIE INC. 
466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, drums, flute, recorder, 
Insh tin whistle. 
Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, Srey music instruction since 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 
Wii Apr'¥'2002 


VADA 


wer Dramatic Art 
DRAMATEK ARTS PROCRAM 


ademy 


LA DIRECTOR 

Tom Logan in Edmonton April 5, 6 7 to teach 

teen and adult actors how to act for film and 
TV. Beginners class (audition skills for one and 
two person commercials and two and three per- 

son film and TV scenes. Advanced class tlike 
following directors instructions on a real set). To 

register for classes call 780-460-4607. 
www.tomlogan.com 
DON'T MISS OUT FROM LEARNING FROM 
THE BEST 


VW 5 WK +2WKS 


TOLL FREE: 
1-877-FILM-ACT 


Acting for Film and Television 


Full-time courses in Vancouver BC. 
The second largest film contre in North Americal 
wwew. filmacticom 
Suite 561, 40 Powell St 
Vancouver, BC VGA 1E7 


'@ TREBAS 
¥) INSTITUTE 


www.trebas.com 


For Men and Women ... 


The 


Grap 


Women Always FREE: 
(780) 418-3636 


Fun, Outrageous, Confidential 


eVine 


Live Chat & Date-Line 


MAY 16-MAY 22, 2002 AA") EVVEEK 


Yo [Fler } ite] a) fe 


ite. 
Aes 
if 
PPSEC 
serene 
112 East 3rd Ave., Vancouver, B.C. VST 1€8 


THE BEST MEDUE EXPOSURE YOU CAN GET STANTS AT TREBAS 
“PARTHERS I EDUCATION WITH THE LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE FOR PERFORMING ARTS 


psychics 


___ Celestial insites 
Be ee Interpreting drear 
900-451-7865. $4.99/min 

www .Joosecrets.conv+2) 4) 2 


shared accommodation 


Up scale 5-bedroom, step out of your 
and Soy the heart of Edmonton, 10} 
395.00+up. 488-6901 / 419. 


volunteers 


For the Children’s Summer Fun C, 

uly 2-Aug 22, Mon-Fri, Yam-dpm. van 
shifts) Highlands Community Leapur 

St. Call the Volunteer Co-ordinator 4).4.;,))08 


Fa 


Latitude 53 seeking new treasurer fo, \) 
board. Accounting knowled; “alls nti 
Gall 423-5353 oF info@latitudes) >, 


it 


Research Participation 
How good is your sen: direction 
Ages 18-20, 2 hour walk sta 
U of A campus. $20. Call Andrea 


The EDMONTON INTERNATIONA f 

PERFORMERS FESTIVAL is seek ins cee 
make fun in Downtown Edmont: 
14th. For info call Linda at 4 


Research Participatior 
How good is your sense of circ 

Ages 18-20. 2 hour walk startir 
campus. $20, Call Elair 


49. 


Strong InterNet skills? Or lookin 
them? Edmonton Community Networ 
you.! Volunteers wanted to help 
InterNet inquiries. Please contact 
414-5659 or e-mail volcoord 


G8 Activist for Documentary Film Project 

Looking for informed activist attending 4 

June. Only mature, serious individual 
Msgs © 423-2492 ext 9866 


Teach an adult to read and share 
a legacy of literacy: 
Volunteer at PA.LS. Project Adull Liter. 
Literacy tutor training coming up 
May 16, 17, 18. 
For more info call 424-5514 


You can’t tell a Pollock from a Renoir, but lov 
the arts anyway? We need you! The 17th Annual 

Works Visual Arts Festival is looking for * 
tic volunteers to help in ail area 

Ph Brent 426-2122, ext. 230 for int 


ium has a wide variety of volunteer 
tunities available. Must enjoy meeting 
public, Contact Sally ag Odyssium 452 9100. 


Have some extra time on your hands? Lo: 
to volunteer but not sure where fo start? N 
make those important connectic 
new skills for a career ch 

www. thesupportnetwork.com ‘Look 
Volunteer?" page Call 482-INFC 


Senior in downtown Rosedale Manor/ Estates 
welcome volunteer assistance with r 7 
activities, a friendly chat or maybe a leisure’ 
stroll. To bring a litle sunshine into s« 

ite call 423-8288, 


Food Not Bombs Local anti-poverty 
988-3699. Foodnatbombs.iscoo!.e! 


Free Trial for MEN: 
(780) 418-4646 


be hols]: a dy ae i Pee) | 


Have some fun! Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+ WZ 


eset h@ MAY 16-MAY 22, 2002 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

_ Make $799 US per month witha spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website Is currently 
oc for young attractive girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401. 


How are your 

chocolate chip/vat poison 

pancakes, sweetie ? 
would you like some more 

arsenic in your 

rmaple syn up? 
you haven't even 
touched your 


RL 0606- 
Fi SEX! 
30min FREE wicode 9051, Call 
780-490-2255 or call 1-888-465-4588 
for your local ¢ Always free for Women! 
www. casualsexdateline.com 


18+ 


AL BM C007 - 

BE CURIOUS LOCALS! 

Live Male Phone Chat 
780-490-2299 or 403-261-2100 
Other AB Areas 1-886-272-7277 * 

FREE W/code 8103 
www. interactivemale.com 
AL BM O418 
GAY MALE SEX: 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144, 
Enter code 2310 
weonzen 
Adventure Seekers Only 
Enter FREE Code: 4996 
Call (780) 490-2266 


RL-BM 0228.00 - bived 
Place your ad in 


Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


Local Live Connections 


"ZFREE! 


interactive 
male 


Calgary 
403-261-2100 


Other AB Local #s 
9-888-272- 


Edmonton 


> 780-490-2299 


Use FREE code 8212 


volunteers 


Vicki 
405-8304 : 


Slim black beauty available for out call massage 


Wot =) a lelagi-ielal=) 


New Right Now! 
“ol being able to run your own errands 


D pping, banking or buying stamps. 
eer drivers are lor Home Care 
his. Please call 423-8288 to lend a hand. 
nei 


VW 0508 - 0704 (Pwks) 
Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is 


olunteers to take calls on our 

Crisis Line. if are empathetic, 

» and would like to gain experience 
iuman services, this may be the 
munity aha For information 
to register for trainin, 

(une 24-28 and July 23) 

call Heather at 423-4102. 
__na0s18 


*Cheryl* 
Bexy brunette, petite and warm available for autcall 


pe ry’ i is} 
‘945-3384 


VW 0509 - 0704 (Owics) 


fi) .4 55) 


x 


Nikita Starr 


’ - 
° “a 


Liguor off sales 
til 2:50am Daily. 
“Acres of FREE Parking 
70 Hotel Rooms 


KINGSWAY INN 


10812 KINGSWAY AVENUE 
479-4266 


NAUGHTY BY NATURE 
it | Se orete 
P. DIDDY 
We Invented The Remix . 
X-ECUTIONERS 


Soundtrack Built From Scratch .... 


ELVIS COSTELLO 
When | Wos Crue! 
SHERYL CROW 
mon C'mon 
GOO GOO DOLLS 
Cutterflowers 


NEIL YOUNG 


Are You Passionate 


CHIEFTANS — 


40th Anniversary 


JESSE COOK 
Free Fall 


ROBERT MICHAELS 


Allegro 
PUTUMAYO: Wr Lonage 


Vorious Artists 


COHEN 
Ten New SOngS 00. 
GREAT BIG SEA 
Sea OF No Care’... 
HARRY MANX 
Wise & Otherwise..... 
LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


B Essence 


JAIZ & CLASSICS 
LIONA BOYD 
MUSIC FOR SMALL ia 


Various Artists... 


CASSANDRA WILSON 
Belly Of The Sun, 


TRAIL OF DEAD 
Source Tags & Code’....... 


BADLY DRAWN BOY 
About A BOY..sctisosoe 

CORNERSHOP 
Hondoram For A Generation. 

JON SPENCER BLUES jad 
w Past fy . 


MAY 16-MAY 22, 2002 KYZTT=1 37 


FACE TO FACE 

How To Ruin Everything 
GOLDFINGER 

Open Your Eye... 
aMMY TWO WORLD 


Rascal Flatts .. 
"ELECTRONICA 


VANESSA CARLTON 


Be Not Nobody 
KYLIE MINOGUE 


SHAKIRA 
Laundry Service ...... 


VELVET EMPIRE 
Velvet Ep. easel 


RINOCEROSE 


Music Kills Me. 
ST. GERMAIN 


Tourist... 


VERVE REMIXED 


TONY BENNETT — 
Playing ith My Fe 

JAMES LAST 
Seduction (2CD) 

BARRY MANILOW 
Ultimate Manilow 


JOHN MCDERMOTT 
Time To Remember 


WESTERN | 


LAST WALTZ NOVOCAINE OCEANS ELEVEN NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE AL SNOW DOGS 


FES RESET 


ateate sre Sy 


GAMES + * GAMES « * GAMES « GAMES « GAMES | ACCESSORIES @ 40° Yo 


—= OFF ALL 
y (RED TAGGED 


NYLON 
CD ALBUM 


HBmooKks NYLON CD ALBUM 


Z y 199 WIRE/MESH 29” 
ae Uv LAY CD RACK CD ALBUM SLEEVES (4 Pexin! Double Sided 


ny Seance 3 


We also stock the latest bestsellers by your favourite authors at discounted prices. 1* — 


1C y Trail South 433+ -b! 


t rasde vus'the Aah 


